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HE Oxford Bibliographical Society was founded on January 1, 
1922. It usually meets twice a Term ; on the Monday of the 
fifth week, at 4.45 p.m., chiefly for conversational lectures; and 
on the Monday of the eighth week for papers and discussions, and 
_ for exhibitions of important printed books, manuscripts, and bindings. 
The annual subscription is ten shillings, payable in the first half - 

of the year. 


Further information may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, 
S. Grsson, M.A., Bodleian Library, Oxford. 


Members may obtain one extra copy of each Part of the Proceedings, 
price ten shillings each, post free, but as soon as the total stock of 
a Part falls below 75, the price of that Part will be raised to fifteen 
shillings. Parts 1 and 3 of Volume I are sold only in the set forming 
Volume I (price fifty shillings). See page 3 of Cover. 
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The 
Oxford Bibliographical Society 


HE Oxford Bibliographical Society was founded on January 1, 1922, on 
ARS model of the older Bibliographical Societies of Edinburgh and London. 
In a city with three million printed books and sixty thousand manuscripts, 
contained in some thirty libraries, a city, too, in which so much literary study 
and research are carried on, there is ample room for a Society which should 
encourage and promote both Modern and Classical Bibliography. 


The use of Bibliography arises largely from the fact that a book seldom 
supplies us with all that should be known about itself. The transference of 
an author’s words into print gives opportunity for various accidents, the 
title is often incomplete or misleading, while the circumstances and fortunes of 
books before, at, and after publication vary enormously. So, too, the text of 
manuscripts is exposed to special dangers at the hands of copyists, as every 
critical scholar knows. Bibliography attempts to straighten out these tangles 
in the history of books, by giving accurate descriptions, and by distinguishing 
editions ; and, as many think, it includes the duty of estimating the real value of 
old or forgotten works. It also considers the external points of a book, its size 
and appearance, its illustrations and binding. Bibliographical aid should be 
as useful to a literary worker as mathematics to a scientist, or logic to 
a philosopher : as far as possible it brings an absent book before the student. 


The Society usually meets twice a Term, on the Monday of the fourth week 
at 4.45 p.m., chiefly for conversational lectures, and on the Monday of the eighth 
week, chiefly for papers, discussions, and exhibitions of printed books of special 
interest, and of MSS. and bindings. 


The subscription is ten shillings a year, payable in the first half of the year ; 
this, after working expenses have been paid, is devoted to printing, at such 
length as the funds allow, the Proceedings and Papers of the Society. 


The Society desires to promote friendly intercourse between all book-lovers 
and scholars in Oxford, to further their common interests, and to bring about 
such literary undertakings as require co-ordinated effort. Membership is not 
confined to members of the University, or to Oxford residents. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


1. The Society shall be called ‘The Oxford Bibliographical Society ’. 
2. The general objects of the Society are— 


(1) The discussion and elucidation of questions connected with books, 
printed or manuscript. 

(2) The promotion and encouragement of studies and researches in 
book-lore, whether on its technical or literary side. Pure litera- 
ture is outside the scope of the Society, which is intended to 
assist, but not to undertake, or encroach on, literary research. 

(3) The exhibition of rare or remarkable books, bindings, or 
illustrations. 


3. The affairs of the Society are conducted by a Council, consisting of 
a President, an honorary Secretary (who is also honorary Treasurer), and 
additional members in the proportion of not more than one for every score of 
members of the Society. These are elected at the annual meeting, but intermediate 
vacancies may be filled up by the Council until the next annual meeting. 


Resident ex-Presidents shall be ex-officio members of the Council, so long as 
they are approved as such at successive annual meetings. Vice-Presidents shall 
consist of ex-Presidents and of others, whether members or not, whom the 
Society, on the recommendation of the Council, may desire to associate with 
itself by an honorary office. 


4. Candidates for membership are proposed by a member of the Society, 
seconded by another member, and submitted to the Council for election. The 
Council must report elections at the next ordinary meeting. 


5. The annual subscription is ten shillings, payable in the first half of the 
year. Members elected in the second half of the year pay ten shillings, which will 
count as covering their subscription for the current year and also the succeeding 
year, but this does not entitle them to a free copy of the printed Proceedings and 
Papers for the year in which they are elected. Members whose subscription for 
the year is in arrear receive no issue of the year until payment is made, and after 
two years’ non-payment are held to have resigned. 


6. Ordinary meetings, for private business and papers or exhibitions, are 
usually held on the Monday of the eighth week of Full Term, the first ordinary 
meeting of the year being the Annual Meeting, at which alone the Council are 
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elected, alterations of the Rules considered, and audited annual accounts sub- 
mitted, together with a general report from the Secretary. Members who 
wish to bring forward any motion at the Annual Meeting are required to givea 
fortnight’s notice to the Secretary. Supplementary meetings may be held at such 
times as the Council may determine ; but no private business shall be taken at 
them. Notices of meetings, with the business to be considered, are sent to each 
member by the Secretary at least a fortnight before the day. 


7. All other necessary arrangements (such as the hour and place of meetings, 
procedure for the addition or alteration of Rules, selection of Auditor, papers to 
be read, subjects of discussion, and the like) are for the present determined by 
the Council, which meets at least three times in the year. The Council shall 
arrange for the printing, and for the issue to Members, of Proceedings and Papers 
of the Society, in annual Parts, so far as the finances of the Society will allow. 


Among the subjects with which the Society may be expected to deal are :— 
College Libraries : their treasures, catalogues, and co-operation. 
Bibliographical work on Manuscripts and Printed Books ready to be under- 
taken in Oxford. 


Bibliographical Rules and Schemata, for private and public use, to help 
towards a standard description of books. 


The methods of masters of Bibliography like Henry Bradshaw and Ludwig 
Traube, and of eminent Librarians. 


Literary work as suggested in Rule 2 (2) above. 


Exhibitions (at the Bodleian or elsewhere) of notable books, manuscripts, 
bindings, and illustrations, and works of authors, societies, or special 
periods. 


Conversational lectures on such subjects as Editing, Cataloguing, kinds of 
Illustration, Classification, Indexing, Choice of Type, Practical Print- 
ing, the Make-up of a Printed Book, Correction of Proofs, the History 
of a Place or Family, and the Bibliography of a person or subject. 
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Proceedings 


37TH Meertnc. Monpay, Marcu II, 1929, 4.15 p.M., AT Corpus CHRISTI 
CoLLEGE 


The Seventh Annual Meeting was held at Corpus Christi College. The 
accounts for 1928 were presented, and the Secretary announced that twenty-nine 
new members joined the Society during the year, that the number of members 
on the roll was 228, and that Part I of Vol. II of the Proceedings appeared in 
April 1928. This contained an article by Mr. Percy Simpson on Proof-reading by 
English authors of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and A bibliography of the 
works of Samuel Daniel by Mr. H. Sellers. The Council offered themselves for 
re-election and were elected, and Mr. Strickland Gibson was elected President 
in succession to Professor Nichol Smith. After the meeting the President of 
Corpus, in the unavoidable absence of the Librarian, gave an account of the 
Library and exhibited some valuable books and MSS. 


Statement of Account 


From January I TO DECEMBER 31, 1928 
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Examined with the books and vouchers, and found correct. 


(Signed) H. J. GEORGE. 
March 9, 1929. 


38TH Mertinc. Fripay, Jury 5, 1929, 4.15 p.M.,. aT Macpaten CoLiecE 


A discussion on co-operation between Oxford Librarians was held with a 
view to the formation of an intercollegiate catalogue of books (printed before 
1641) not in the Bodleian Library. 

The Vice-Chancellor (Dr. Pember) said that he understood that various 
attempts had been made in the past, and, in expressing the hope that this one 

Ee 
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would succeed, gave it his benediction. Mr. Gibson then gave a brief account 
of library co-operation in Oxford from the seventeenth century to 1916 (see 
Proceedings, p. 201). Mr. Driver, Librarian of Magdalen College, who read letters 
from Bodley’s Librarian and Professor A. W. Pollard supporting the scheme, 
said that he believed success would be attained if the Bodleian Library and the 
Oxford Bibliographical Society lent their aid. 

In the discussion which followed various opinions were expressed : 

Mr. M. N. Tod (Librarian of Oriel) agreed that the scheme under considera- 
tion would prove of considerable benefit to scholars not only outside, but also 
within the University, and expressed his willingness to assist so far as he was 
able. The chief difficulty he anticipated was that of placing any extra burden 
upon the shoulders of College Librarians. These were appointed in some cases 
without special bibliographical knowledge or experience, and in the majority of 
Colleges they had exacting tutorial or administrative functions to perform. It 
was doubtful, therefore, whether they could respond to any considerable further 
demand upon their time and strength. 

Mr. James P. R. Lyell wished to associate himself with those who had 
stressed the importance of securing particulars of all books in the various 
College Libraries printed in English before 1641. There were some Colleges, 
e.g. Oriel, where no return had apparently been made to the compilers 
of the Short Title Catalogue, and it was, therefore, quite obvious that some im- 
portant English books might possibly have remained unrecorded. The 
ordinary College Librarian had a multitude of duties to perform of which the 
care of the Library could occupy only a relatively insignificant portion of - 
his time. Under these circumstances he would urge that some of the resident 
members of the Society might, with the sanction and co-operation of those 
Colleges concerned, make the necessary lists in their spare time, and that in 
this way the ground would speedily be covered. 

Mr. L. F. Powell, the Librarian of the Taylor Institution, supported the pro- 
posal. He said that the Taylorian Library possessed many old books and 
pamphlets, chiefly in foreign languages, and that additions were regularly made 
to their number from the income of the Finch Fund, a fund especially established 
for the purchase of old and rare books. He expressed the hope, as one who had 
suffered from inexperienced cataloguing, that the Bodleian cataloguers would see 
the books before they were entered in the proposed catalogue. 

Dr. R. W. Chapman thought the discussion had made the situation suffici- 
ently clear. It was not to be expected that the College librarians would combine 
to carry out a scheme limited to books printed before 1641, a subject in which 

; 
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few of them were interested. Nor was it to be expected that members of the 
Oxford Bibliographical Society—very few of whom were specialists in foreign 
books of that date—should do much. The driving force must come from the 
Bodleian. It was the University (i.e. the Bodleian) which was most concerned 
to find out what books were in the College libraries that the University lacked ; 
and Mr. Gibson had told them that the work, or nine-tenths of it, would in fact 
be done in Bodley. All the Oxford Bibliographical Society could do was to show 
its sympathetic interest, and perhaps help with the printing of lists similar to the 
Magdalen list. He regretted that the lists should stop at 1640; the period 
which interested himself would not be reached in his lifetime. But it was better 
to do something than to do nothing ; and though it was a costly method to print 
separate (and overlapping) lists, it seemed the only practicable way. The one- 
sided copies could be converted, by cutting and pasting, into a kind of union list 
of Bodleian deficiencies made good by Colleges. 

At the invitation of Mr. Driver a meeting of College Librarians was held at 
Magdalen College on Oct. 29, 1929. The following were present: Mr. R. F. 
Bretherton, the Rev. V. J. K. Brooke, Mr. E. F. Carritt, the Rev. L. B. Cross, 
Mr. J. D. Denniston, Mr. G. R. Driver, Professor J. L. Myres, Mr. A. L. 
Poole, the Rev. J. P. Thornton-Duesbery, and Mr. C. H. Wilkinson, together 
with Dr. A. E. Cowley and Mr. S. Gibson. 

Dr. Cowley said that the scheme of an inter-collegiate catalogue had his full 
support. Mr. Gibson spoke on the practical carrying out of the scheme, and 
Mr. Driver on the financial aspect and the amount of labour involved. In the 
discussion which followed, Mr. Wilkinson proposed that the Bodleian Curators 
should be asked to give their formal approval before sending out a letter to the 
Heads of Houses, a draft of which was submitted. The proposal was put to 
the meeting and carried. Mr. Poole recommended that preliminary lists, such 
as the Magdalen list, should not be printed, but that Colleges should de- 
posit in Bodley copies of their entries relating to early printed books. This was 
put to the meeting and carried. 

Various emendations to a proposed letter to Heads of Houses were put for- 
ward and passed. The emended letter was as follows : 

Bopetan Lisprary 
OxForD 
18 January, 1930. 
Dear Sir, 

A copy of the printed list of early printed books in the Library of Magdalen 

College (but not in the Bodleian Library) has already been sent to the 
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Librarian of your College, and we are now appealing to you to bring before your 
College the plan for an inter-collegiate catalogue of early printed books, to 
which this was an experimental step. 

We venture to ask your goodwill and support for a scheme which has for 
many years past been generally regarded as highly desirable in the interests of 
learning, and we are emboldened to do this as the Curators of the Bodleian 
Library have at a recent meeting, held on 30th November 1929, expressed their 
formal approval of it. The work will therefore be carried out under the patron- 
age of an official institution which, we hope, will ensure its fulfilment. At 
present our proposal is to prepare typed lists of all books printed before 1641 
of which the Colleges possess copies, and to form a card-index to be deposited 
in the Bodleian Library. The ultimate intention is to publish a complete 
catalogue of early printed books before 1641 in all College Libraries. 

If the Librarians of each College will lend to the Bodleian Library either their 
card-entries relating to books printed before 1641 or the volumes of their 
catalogues one by one and at convenient times (e. g. in the Vacations), Bodley’s 
Librarian will arrange for typed lists to be prepared under expert supervision. 
The only expense which will fall on a College is the cost of the transcription 
of entries and the typing of its own list, of which the College will be asked to 
deposit one copy in the Bodleian Library. 

Of course, while the inter-collegiate catalogue will be accessible to all students 
in the Bodleian, Colleges will not be in any way pledging themselves to admit 
persons generally to the use of their Libraries. 

A. E. Cow.ey 
G. R. Driver — 


S. Gipson 
To this letter most of the Colleges responded favourably. 


39TH Meetinc. Tuespay, DECEMBER 10, 1929, 2.30 p.M., AT NEw CoLiecE 
New College Library 


Professor J. L. Myres, Fellow and Librarian of New College, read a paper on 
the history of New College Library, and exhibited some of its chief treasures, 


40TH Merrinc. Mownpay, Marcu 3, 1930, 4.45 P.M., IN THE OLD Lisrary, 
Aut Sours CoLiecr 
The Eighth Annual Meeting was held in the Old Library, All Souls College. 
The accounts for 1929 were presented, and the Secretary announced that nine 
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new members joined the Society during the year, that the number of members on 
the roll was 235, and that Parts 2 and 3 of Vol. II of the Proceedings appeared 
in June and July respectively. The former contained Humphrey Moseley, 
publisher, by Mr. J.C. Reed ; the latter 4 list of books in Magdalen College Library 
printed before 1641 but not in the Bodleian Library. The Council offered them- 
selves for re-election and were elected. After the Meeting the President, 
Mr. S. Gibson, and Sir William Holdsworth, Vinerian Professor of English 
Law, read a joint paper on Charles Viner and his Abridgment of Law and Equity. 
This paper appears in Part 4 of Vol. Il of the Proceedings. 


Statement of Account 


From JANuARY I TO DECEMBER 31, 1929 
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(Signed) C. H. WILKINSON, 
March 1, 1930. 


41st Meretinc. Tusspay, May 20, 1930, 4.45 P.M., aT Ruopzs House 


Mr. George Arthur Plimpton (Park Avenue, New York) read a paper on The 
education of Shakespeare, illustrated by the school books in use in his time. Mr. Plimpton 
in the course of his paper exhibited many valuable Tudor school books from his 
collection. 


EXHIBITION 


An exhibition of MSS., printed books, bindings, and prints belonging to resident 
members was held, by kind permission of Bodley’s Librarian, in the Picture 
Gallery of the Bodleian Library from June 16 to June 28. 


Lent by P. S. Allen, M.A., D.Litt., President of Corpus. 
CHRYSOSTOM AND ATHANASIUS. Lucubrationes, Lat., translated by Erasmus and 
Germanus Brixius. Basle, 1527. Formerly belonging to the Abbey of Laach 
near Andernach and presumably bound there. 


ERASMUS. Lingua, Basle, 1525. Formerly owned by Thomas Godsalve of Norwich. 
His name as written at beginning and end and on sig. U 5" appears similarly in his 
portrait by Holbein, 1528, aet. 46? 
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Lent by H. F. B. Brett-Smith, M.A. 


SIR JOHN HARINGTON. A New Discovrse of a Stale Subiect, called the Meta- 
morphosis of Aiax, 1596. Large paper copy, every page hand-ruled with border 
lines in red ink. The dedication copy, presented by the author to his cousin 
Thomas Markham. The book brought Harington into some disgrace with his 
godmother, Queen Elizabeth, and he has written in red ink, at the foot of the 
title-page of this copy, ‘Seenand disallowed’. On the verso of the title-page is 
Harington’s dedication to Markham, written in his Italian hand; he has also 
made manuscript additions and corrections throughout the text, and has added 
two of his verse epigrams on the last leaf. 

This copy belonged to Isaac Reed, who prefixed to it an engraved portrait of 
Harington, appended to it an uncut copy of the author’s Vilysses upon Atax, 1596, 
and bound the collection in russia, with five pages of notes on this book in his 
own hand. The copy, while in his possession, was known to Beloe, who has 
described it fully in thirteen pages of his Anecdotes of Literature and Scarce 
Books, 1514 (vol. ii, pp. 372-84). On Reed’s death it passed to Heber; from 
Heber to the Britwell Court Library ; thence to the present owner. 


THOMAS LOVE PEACOCK. Holograph MS. of the final stanza of The War-Song 
of Dinas Vawr. The only fragment of Peacock’s most famous poem which has 
survived in his own hand. 

—— The Genius of the Thames: a Lyrical Poem,in Two Parts. London: Printed 
for T. Hookham, Jun. and E. T. Hookham, No. 15, Old Bond Street; and 
Mundell, Doig, and Stevenson, Edinburgh. 1810. 

This is the only copy known to exist with this imprint, and printed on this 
greenish ribbed paper. It is described in vol. vi of the Halliford edition of 
Peacock’s Works, 1927, pp. 337-8. 


JOHN PHILIPs. A folio volume, bound in contemporary panelled calf, containing ~ 
a number of printed and MS. pieces by or relating to John Philips; viz. : 

Philips’s portrait, engraved by Van der Gucht. 

Blenheim, 1705, with two pages of verse, by J. Cunduit, on Philips’s poem in- 
serted after the title, in MS., which Richard Rawlinson described as ‘so curious 
as not to be distinguished but by a few virtuosi from Print’ [Ballard MS. ii. 92]. 
It is written by the famous Chester writing-master Thomasin. 

The Splendid Shilling, 1405. 

Philips’s Ode to Henry St. John, 1707. 

Edmund Smith’s Poem on the Death of Mr. John Philips. 

Drawing in Indian Ink, by Thomasin, of Philips’s Monument in Westminster 
Abbey. 

Inscription on the Monument, written by Thomasin in MS, to resemble print. 

This volume belonged to Philips’s friend, Edward Harley, Earl of Oxford, on 
whose death it was bought by Richard Rawlinson. William Brome made several 
unsuccessful attempts to obtain it from Rawlinson, and finally quarrelled with 
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him about it. The volume was subsequently in the collection of James Bindley ; 
its last owner was H, Buxton Forman, who has written at the beginning a four- 
page account of the pieces contained in it. A short account of the volume is 
printed on p. xxxiij of The Poems of John Philips, edited by M. G. Lloyd 
Thomas, 1927; but its full history will be found in the letters of Rawlinson and 
his friends preserved in various Bodleian MSS., especially Ballard, ii. 92, 102, and 
175, Ballard, xli. 148, and Rawlinson Letters, xxxi. 136 and 139. 


JOHN WILMOT, EARL OF ROCHESTER. Poems. Quarto MS. of 163 leaves, written 
in the seventeenth century, and bound in half russia in 1829, from the Hartwell 
Library, with bookplates and inscription ‘ This Manuscript was found at Hartwell 
—March, 1829. J. Lee’. Acopy of White’s well-known engraving of Rochester, 
on paper of quarto size, is bound in before the title as a frontispiece. 

The MS. presents many variations from the printed texts of Rochester’s poems, 
and gives a much fuller version of the Masque in the third act of Valentinian 
than has been printed or is elsewhere known. 


EDMUND WALLER. Poems. Folio MS. of 55 leaves, in a mid-seventeenth-century 
hand, bound in contemporary red morocco, from the Breadalbane Library, with 
bookplate and inscription ‘This Book belongeth to Jn Campbell Januarie 3. 
1657’. 

The MS. contains sixty-seven poems by Waller, and includes lines, readings, and 
variations of titles not found in the printed texts of Waller’s poems. Some 
account of this MS. was given by Professor Grierson in the Zzmes Literary 
Supplement of December 29, 1927. 


THOMAS WARTON. Poems. A New Edition...London. Printed for T. Becket, 
in the Adelphi; MDCCLXXVII. 

No copy of this edition is known to exist in any public library. It contains a 
passage of ten lines, in Ode //, which was omitted in the subsequent Mew 
Edition, with Additions, published in the same year. 

A full account of this copy, and its differences from the subsequent New Edztion, 
with Additions, was contributed to the Zzmes Literary Supplement for April 24, 
1930 (p. 352), by Mr. Percival Hinton. 


Lent by J. E. Butt, B.A. 
JoHN WESLEY. An autograph letter, dated March 29, 1759. 


Lent by R. W. Chapman, M.A., Hon. D.Litt. 
JANE AUSTEN. MSS. by or relating to Jane Austen. 
(1) Eight lines in J. A.’s autograph ‘ On the Marriage of Mr. Gell of East- 
borne to Miss Gill’. 
(2) An anonymous letter from a youthful admirer of Sense and Sensibility : 
probably a nephew or niece ; the letter bears the Alton postmark, and Alton is 
within a few miles of Chawton. 
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OLIVER GOLDSMITH (?). Zhe Young Man’s Book of Knowledge... By D. Fenning, 
1764. 

a a fly-leaf are the following notes:—‘John Croft y°® Gift of Dr. Oliver 
Goldsmith In y® manner this Book—’ and ‘ Dr. Goldsmith after he had bought 
this Book and cut out the Pages threw it in the Street where J. C. picked it up’. 
Dr. Chapman’s reasons for accepting these statements were published in the 
Times Literary Supplement June 13, 1929. 


SAMUEL JOHNSON. A Compleat Vindication of the Licensers of the Stage, 1739. 
This satirical pamphlet was occasioned by the Censor’s prohibiting, for political 
reasons, the performance of Henry Brooke's play Gustavas Vasa. With the 
exception of his various Proposals it is by far the rarest of Johnson’s writings. 
I know of only three copies in public collections and of none save this in private 
hands. Yet the affair made a stir (the play was printed and copies are plentiful) 
and Johnson’s pamphlet must have achieved notoriety. We may, I think, be 
certain that it was withdrawn from circulation—R. W. C. 

—— Proposals for The Publisher, 1744, F°. The only recorded copy. Ascribed to 
Johnson in an article in London Mercury, March 1930. Reprinted in facsimile, 
Oxford 1930. 

—— Miscellaneous Observations on the Tragedy of Macbeth, 1745. 

One of some half-dozen recorded copies which retain the folding folio leaf of 
Proposals for Shakespeare. These were abortive, and were believed by Birkbeck 
Hill to be fabulous. 

Proposals for Printing the Dramatic Works of Shakespeare, 1756. 

One of two copies known to exist. 

Prefaces Biographical and Critical to the Works of the English Poets, 1779-81. 

Works. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds’s copy, with the letter from Johnson which accompanied it. 

That this is the set of his Prefaces (ten vols., 1779-81) which Johnson sent to 
Sir Joshua is ascertained by three inscriptions in the first volume :— 

(1) ‘Mary St. John. The Letter of Dr. Johnson who sent these Vols. to Sir 
Joshua Reynolds I have, and shd. go with these books.’ 

(2) ‘M. Gwatkin, left her by her aunt Lady Thomond.’ 

(3) Note by a former owner, Lewis Pocock : ‘ These volumes were presented by 
Dr. J. to Sir J. R. The Doctor's letter which accompanied them (dated Feb. 19, 
1783) I bought at Christie’s on the 17 March 1873 for £12. It was sold as the 
property of the grand-niece of Sir Joshua, who inherited from her mother, ... 
Offy Palmer.’ 

Now the Marchioness of Thomond was Mary Palmer, Sir Joshua’s niece and 
co-heiress. Her younger sister ‘Offy’ married a Gwatkin, and their daughter 
Mary became Mrs. St. John. (Mary Gwatkin or St. John inherited the books 
from her aunt, not from her mother as Pocock thought.) I have not traced the 
sale of 1873; but the letter and the books were sold together in the Pocock sale 
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at Sotheby’s, 1o May 1875, forming lot 100; the catalogue after describing the 
letter adds: ‘ With this lot will be added the work alluded to in ten volumes, 
whole bound in calf, London, 1779, very scarce.’ 

I bought the books seven or eight years ago from an obscure dealer in North 
London. The letter which ‘shd. go with these books’ was at some time parted 
from them, and passed into the collection of Mr. R. B. Adam of Buffalo, N.Y. 
They were reunited on April 28, 1929, when Mr. Adam gave me the letter. It is 
now preserved in a cloth case in which is pasted a copy of this memorandum. 
This, I trust, precludes all risk of a second separation.—R. W. C. 

—- A.L.S. July 13, 1780, to Robert Lowth, Bishop of London; with the careful 
bishop’s copy or draft of his reply. 

This unpublished letter corrects Stockdale’s one-sided account of the transaction 
in his Memoirs. The manner of Johnson’s bow to an archbishop is well known. 
In the form and substance of this—his only extant letter to a bishop ?—some- 
thing of the same stately ceremony is to be seen. 


SIR WALTER ScoTT. Zhe Vision of Don Roderick. ‘ Author’s Copy, 1811. 4to. 

One of the fifty privately-printed copies; inscribed in Scott’s hand to ‘ Theo- 
philus Swift Esq.’ Lockhart’s Lzfe shows that Scott had been lately indebted 
to Swift for literary help. 

HORACE WALPOLE. Anecdotes of Painting in England and Catalogue of Engravers, 
£703,.1765, 1771. 5 vols, -4to. 

The second edition of vols. i-iii, first of iv and of the Engravers. Walpole’s 
own copy, with notes in his hand at iii. 145, on Thomas Britton the Small-coal 
Man (with a portrait inserted) and elsewhere. This is the copy sold at the Straw- 
berry Hill sale of 1842 (lot £40 of the fourth day) and bought by Ralph Sneyd 
(48 18s. 6d.), who stamped his arms on the sides. The binding is Walpole’s own, 
for on the end paper of the Engravers he has pasted a newspaper cutting with 
a note in his own hand. 

Flogarth’s Analysis of Beauty 1753. 4to. 

Horace Walpole’s copy with his bookplate, his shelf-mark V. 24 (see the Straw- 
berry Hill Sale Catalogue 1842, lot 148 of the seventh day) and notes in his hand. 
-—--~ Fenton’s edition of Waller’s Works, London, 1729, 4to. 

Horace Walpole’s copy (lot 160 of the first day’s sale at Strawberry Hill, 1842) 
with his bookplate and shelf-mark (B. 5) and numerous notes in his hand. The 
signature ‘ Horatio Walpole 1729’ on the end paper is that of his uncle, ‘old 
Horace’ (Lord Walpole of Wolterton). 


Lent by H. H. E. Craster, M.A., D.Litt. 
Modern English binding. By the Hon. Mrs. Pember. 
Lent by Professor F. de Zulueta, D.C.L. 


Azo. Summae. Venice, 1489. 
Not in the British Museum or the Bodleian Library. 
Ff 
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JUSTINIANUS. Jmnstitutiones. Venice, 1476. 
Not in the British Museum or the Bodleian Library, 


GREGORY IX. WDecretales. Paris, 1512. Ina fine contemporary French binding. 


Lent by Professor Sir Charles Firth, M.A. 


Caricatures—Political and Social. The best known political caricatures of the period 
of the Seven Years’ War from 1756 to the Peace, originally published separately, 
were collected in small volumes. 

One entitled England's Remembrancer, containing 74 plates, was published by 
J. Lilburn. Another collection entitled A Political and Satyrical History of the 
Years 1756, 1757, 1758, 1759, and 1760, containing a series of 104 prints, was pub- 
lished later, and was accompanied by a series of 96 more prints ‘ displaying the 
unhappy influence of Scotch Prevalency’ in the years 1761-62 and 1763. These 
larger collections were published by M. Darly. 

In some cases these prints were reproductions of small satirical prints described 
as ‘cards’ and the author of a great number of the earlier ones was Col. George 
Townshend (afterwards Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and first Marquis Townshend). 
Other plates are reductions of much larger prints, and by different hands (see 
British Museum Catalogue of Satirical Prints, iii. 976). M. Darly, the collector, 
whose place of business was in 1757 ‘ The Golden Acorn’ in the Strand, published 
later other collections of social rather than political caricatures such as the oblong 
octavo series of ‘ Macaronis’ issued in 1771-2, and the two folio volumes issued 
in 1772-8. The second of the folios contains as frontispiece a portrait of Darly 
himself,‘ A Macaroni Printseller’, and a view of Darly’s shop ‘The Macaroni 
Print-Shop’ is given on f. 33. 

Caricatures—Johnson and Boswell. The first two caricatures in this volume were | 
published in Johnson’s lifetime, and were occasioned by the publication of his 
Lives of the Poets. Gilray’s ‘Old Wisdom blinking at the Stars’ appeared 
March 10, 1782. The second, ‘ Apollo and the Muses inflicting Penance on Dr. 
Pomposo round Parnassus’, appeared on July 20, 1783. Johnson took it very 
philosophically: ‘Sir,’ he said, ‘I am very glad to hear of this. I hope the day 
will never arrive when I shall neither be the object of calumny or ridicule, for then 
I shall be neglected and forgotten.’ (Hill’s Boswell, v. 400.) 

Next come the series of twenty caricatures by Rowlandson illustrating Boswell’s 
Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides published in May 1786, to which are added 
three others by various hands. A list of the twenty is given in Grego’s 
Rowlandson, i. 193-8. 

The collection closes with ‘The Biographers’, 1786. This represents Mrs. 
Thrale whose Anecdotes of Dr. Johnson appeared in 1786, John Courtenay whose 
Poetical Review of the Literary and Moral Character of Dr. Johnson was pub- 
lished in the same year, and Boswell whose Life was announced then, though it 
was not published till May 1791. 
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‘ Frontispiece to the second edition of Piozzi’s Letters of Johnson. The first 
edition of these letters appeared in 1788. The caricature dated April 7, 1788, 
represents the ghost of Johnson rebuking Mrs. Piozzi. 


JOHN Gay. TZyrivia. 1716. A large paper copy. 


EDMUND GIBBON. The Luminous Historian, 1788. By Rev. James Douglas, A 
caricature. (See Reminiscences of Henry Angelo, ed. 1904, vol.i, p. 332.) 


OLIVER GOLDSMITH. Portrait and caricature by Bunbury. A similar portrait was 
prefixed to Goldsmith’s Haunch of Venison, 1771. 


RICHARD STEELE. ‘The Spectator and his 24 Tenants practising occasional Con- 
formity before him in Wild Irish Habits or The State of Nature sine Coat, sine 
Groat, sine Breeches. The Fence of his Estate, Spectator No. —, is a Margin.’ 
A satirical print. 

Lent by J. F. Fulton, M.A., D.Phil. 


GASPARO ASELLI. De lactibus sive lacteis venis, quarto vasorum mesaraicorum genere 
nouo tnuento. Milan, J. B. Bidellius, 1627. The original edition, now very rare, 
of an important medical work. The four coloured woodcuts are the earliest 
anatomical illustrations printed in colours. 

This copy has at the foot of the title-page the well-known cipher of Nicholas 
Fabry de Peiresc, a famous patron of science ; and, at the top left corner of the 
inside of the cover, the autograph of Jean Paul Marat, the Terrorist. 


RENE DESCARTES. L’ Homme. Paris, T. Girard, 1664. The first edition of the 
original French text. The present copy is peculiar, and probably unique, in that it 
possesses two dedicatory epistles ‘ A Monsieur de Colbert ’, the second of which is 
unknown to writers on Descartes. The existence of a second dedication suggests 
that the present copy was the one presented by the editor, Louis de la Forge, 
to the French Minister of State. 


GALEN. Du mouvement des muscles. Paris, 1541. The first translation of Galen 
into a vernacular tongue. The publisher, Etienne Dolet, was bitterly attacked 
by the Paris Faculté for rendering texts of medical writers in a tongue which 
could be read by the barbers, and in the next year, on the grounds of a false 
accusation, Dolet and many of the books were burned. The present copy is the 
only complete one known to exist; a fragment is preserved in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale (see R. C. Christie’s Evienne Dolet, new ed., 1899, p. 533). 


Lent by S. Gibson, M.A. 
Italian binding, c¢vca 1525. With initials, A. G., G. B. 
Italian binding, with the arms of Cardinal Spada. Seventeenth century. 
French binding of the first half of the seventeenth century in the style of Le 
Gascon. 
‘Le Gascon fit ... toute une série de ravissants petits in-douze ; ils ont presque 
tous des filets droits et courbes, et le milieu que nous donnons ci-dessous. Les 
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fleurons des angles varient ; ils appartiennent a trois types bien distincts: les 
petits vases, les fers du 17° siécle et les pointillés. Comme relieure, ces petits 
volumes sont, en général, supérieurs aux livres de grand format dorés par maitre 
le Gascon.’ (Marius Michel, La Relieure francaise.) 

Three French bindings from the same atelier. ' First half of the seventeenth 
century. 

French binding. Late seventeenth century ; a ‘ jansenist’ binding. 

The outer coverings of these bindings are plain and generally of a dark colour, 
but the insides of the covers are lined with brighter coloured leather. The 
present example, bound in black morocco, has red ‘doublures’ similar to the 
example exhibited with it. 

French binding in the style of Derome. Eighteenth century. 

French binding by Bradel l’ainé. Late eighteenth century. 

French binding by Bozerian jeune. Early nineteenth century. 

Three Dutch bindings executed for William of Orange. Early eighteenth 
century. 

Dutch binding. Seventeenth century. A miniature example. 

Dutch binding. Eighteenth century. 


CONSTANTINUS RHODOCANACIS. Carmina Graeca. Oxford, 1660. 


Only three copies known, of which this is the only one in private hands. 


Lent by the Rev. F. E. Hutchinson, M.A. 


Lucy HutTcHInson. A MS. mostly in her handwriting, and attested as hers by her 


nephew, Julius Hutchinson. It contains original compositions, moral and reli- 
gious essays, contemporary poems and translations by various writers, including 
Sidney Godolphin, Waller, Cleiveland, Sir John Denham (Books II to VI of the 
Aeneid, mostly unpublished). Lucy Hutchinson (b. 1620) was the wife of © 
Colonel John Hutchinson, the defender of Nottingham Castle in the Civil War. 


——- ‘Elegies’, a sheaf of 24 poems, probably in a daughter’s hand, except for one 


poem, which her nephew Julius has ‘transcribed out of another book’ of hers. 
One poem is on Col. John Hutchinson’s tomb in Owthorpe church. 


HUGH LATIMER. Sermons preached the xxviti of Octob. An. 1552. London (Iohn 


Daye) |? 1571]. 

‘There is nothing important in this defective copy except the title-page, which 
I have not been able to parallel in the B.M. or Bodleian, or to identify in the 
Short Title Catalogue. In this composite volume this title-page may be out of 
its place: it might be expected as f. 149, which is missing: on f. 150 follows a 
sermon preached on Oct. 28. But even this would not explain this unusual title- 
page. I can only suggest that, after a few copies had been printed, it was recog- 
nized that one sermon only was preached on Oct. 28, and that a new title-page 
was substituted for further copies. It is usual for the title to run “Certain 
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Sermons” or “ Fruitfull Sermons’ 
“Octob. 28”.”—F. FE. H. 


, without any mention of the single date 


VALDESSO. The Hundred and Ten Considerations. Oxford, 1638. 
Contains a letter ‘written by Mr George Herbert to his friend the Translator’ 
(Nicholas Ferrar). In contemporary English binding. 


Lent by J. P. R. Lyell, Esq. JP. 


Bula de Indulgencias en Favor dela Christianisacién de Guinea. (Seville, Alfonso de 
Puerto y Bartolomé Segura, c. 1480.) 
Single sheet printed upon vellum. Gesamtkatalog No. 73 (cites only this copy.) 
Bula de Indulgencias en Favor de la Iglesia de S. Salvador de Avila. (Valladolid, 
Nuestra Sefiora del Prado, 1481.) 

Single sheet. Haebler, Pt. II, no. 3(2). The first piece of printing known at 
Valladolid. No other copy is known. 

Bula de Indulgencias de la Santa Crugada. (Toledo, Juan Vazquez, 1484.) 

Single sheet printed on vellum. No other copy is known, and it is probably 
the first piece or the second piece of printing at Toledo. Cf. Pastor, no. 1, which 
is a variant issue of the same Bull ; the actual priority of the two is unable to be 
determined, 

Bula de Indulgencias de la Santa Cruzada (Bula de difuntos en Catalan). (Toledo, 
Antonio Tellez, 1495.) 

Single sheet. Gesamtkatalog No. 64 cites this copy and one, badly mutilated, 

in the Biblioteca Cataluna at Barcelona. 


MIGUEL DE CERVANTES. Don Quixote (primera parte). (Lisbon, Iorge Rodriguez, 
1605.) 
4to. First edition printed in Portugal and the actual second edition of this 
novel. It was pirated in Lisbon a month or so after the first edition appeared in 
Madrid. No copy in the Bodleian. 


DESIDERIUS ERASMUS. Christiani Hominis Institutum. 

(In fine) Apud inclytam Londini urbem {in aedibus Kytsoni. Anno verbi 
incarnati. M.D.LV. 

4to. Roman letter. No other copy known. Probably printed for the use of 


the scholars of St. Paul’s School, London. 


LucIUS MARINEvUS. Epistolae Illustrium Romanorum, &c. 
4to. Roman letter. (Burgos, Fadrique de Basilea, 1497.) Unknown and un- 
recorded. 


PALERMO (Archbishop of). Zvradato Breve de Confession. (Burgos, Juan de Burgos, 
¢. 1495-99.) 

4to. Gothic letter. Woodcut of archbishop on title. Unknown and hitherto 
unrecorded. 
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PEDRO DE VEGA. Flos Sanctorum. (Zaragoza, G. Coci, ¢. 1521.) 
Folio. The first example in Spain of colour printing in as many as five colours. 
From the library of Carlos I, King of Portugal. No other copy known. 


HENRIQUE DE VILLENA. Los Doze Trabajos de Hércules. (Zamora, Antonio de 
Centenera, Jan. 15, 1483.) 
Folio. Gothic letter. First edition, and the first book printed in Spain with 
illustrations by a native artist. The only other copy in the United Kingdom is 
in the B.M. (Proctor 9582, the Grenville copy). 


Lupovicus VIvEsS. The Instruction of a Christian Woman. (London, Thomas 
Berthelet, ¢. 1531.) 
4to. Gothic letter. The only perfect copy at present known, the only other 
one in the B.M lacking its title-page. S.T.C. 24857. 


XIMINES DE CISNEROS. A Licence addressed to Juan de Guzman of the city of 
Toledo for his first clerical tonsure, dated September 2, 1507, signed by the 
Cardinal and bearing his official seal. Kimenes was Archbishop of Toledo, 
Primate of Spain, a statesman, soldier, and man of letters. No specimen of his 
signature is in the Bodleian Library. 


Lent by F. Madan, M.A. 

DANIEL PRESS. References to St. Jude's Epistles. The only copy of the first piece 
printed, about 1845, at the first Daniel Press, while at Frome. Henry and George 
Daniel, aged nine and six or seven respectively, set up and printed each line 
separately, by hand pressure. Half-way through, the printers seem to have con- 
cluded that printing took ten times as long as writing, and wrote the latter part. 
This may be the only book in existence in which printing was given up for 
writing. 

—— The Epistles to the Seven Churches reprinted from the Revelation, in Greek. . 
Frome, 1857. The only separate edition of the Epistles to the Seven Churches 
of Asia, contained in chapters 2 and 3 of the Book of Revelation, in Greek. 
Very rare: not in the British Museum or the Bodleian Library. 

Galeomyomachia. Oxford, 1768. The only known copy of an Oxford edition of the 
Galeomyomachia (the Battle of the Cats and Mice), an imitation of the Homeric 
Batrachomyomachia (the Battle of the Frogs and Mice). It is in Greek iambics, 
and was written by Theodorus Prodromus, a Greek monk of the twelfth century. 
All editions of it are rare. 

It is not at present known what wag was at Oxford in 1768, but in the same 
year was printed at Oxford the long Latin poem by Johannes Leo Placentius 
entitled Pugna Porcorum. Per Porcium poetam, in which every word begins 
with P. The present work was printed in Fell’s Double Pica Greek, at the 
Clarendon Press, though the Sheldonian Theatre is depicted on the title-page. 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE. Volumes 1 and 2 of the First American Edition of Shake- 
speare, Philadelphia, 1795-1797. It is also the first edition of Shakespeare 
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published outside the British Isles, and bears the first portrait of Shakespeare 
produced in the United States. 


Lent by H. M. Margoliouth, M.A. 
SAMUEL BUTLER. Life and Habit. Presentation copy from the author. 
‘The Fustice’s Office, Chicago, in 1838.’ Water-colour drawing. 


ANDREW MARVELL. Rehearsall Transprosd, Pt. II. (1674). A ‘véritable seconde 
édition’. No other copy has been noted. 

A late seventeenth-century manuscript collection of verse. Contains ‘A love letter to 
the author of the Rehearsall Transposed (szc) ’—a scurrilous attack on Marvell 
(never published). 

On p. 184 the poems are said to be ‘ Writt w‘* a womans hand, w** Modesty 
will not alow. I doe it only to shew the illness and wickedness of the Court and 
times w°? pray God mend’. 


Lent by Professor D. Nichol Smith, M.A. 


JOSEPH ADDISON. The Free-Holder, Fifth edition, 1732. This copy belonged to 
Macaulay and contains pencil notes in his handwriting. At the end he has 
written—‘ As good as almost anything that Addison ever wrote. Calcutta May 24. 
1835’. The essay on the Tory Fox-hunter, No. 22, has these notes—‘ This is 
one of Addison’s best things’, and ‘ This is delicious’ (cf. Macaulay’s Essay on 
Addison). 

The British Grenadiers. A copy of the first known print of this song. 

Sung by Mr. Reinhold in The Mirror, or Harlequin Every-where, January 17, 
1780, and at subsequent performances, till March 28, 1780. 


JOHNSONIANA. Jvena, a Tragedy, 1664. The rare Restoration play on the same 
subject as Johnson’s /rene. 
An Essay on Tragedy, with a Critical Examen of Mahomet and Irene, 1749. 
The author is not known. This Essay is a criticism of Johnson’s /rene, which 
was staged on Feb. 6.1749. It is the first critical pamphlet on Johnson. 
— A Letter from a. Friend in England to Mr. Maxwell... with a Character of 
Mr. Johnson's English Dictionary. Dublin, 1755. 
Dated ‘ October 15,1755’. Arare pamphlet in criticism of Johnson’s Dictionary, 
which had appeared in April 1755. 
—— The Race. By Mercurius Spur. 1765. 
The portrait of Johnson on p. 16 is quoted by Boswell (ed. G. B. Hill, ii, p. 31). 
This is the rare first edition. 
— The Life of Samuel Fohnson, 1785. Preface dated Dec. 28,1784. Attributed to 
William Cooke, a member of the Essex Head Club. 
— Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the late Dr. Samuel Fohnson, 1785. Attri- 
buted to William Shaw. 
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JOHNSONIANA. An Essay on the Life, Character, and Writings, of Dr. Samuel 
Johnson. By Joseph Towers, LL.D., 1786. 
An issue without the author’s name, 1786, 
—— The Character of Doctor Johnson. With Illustrations from Mrs, Piozzi, Sir 
John Hawkins, and Mr. Boswell, 1792. 
By William Johnston Temple, the friend of Boswell. See the 7imes Literary 
Supplement for May 22, 1930. 





ALEXANDER PopPE. Zhe St. James’s Journal, Numb. xxxiv, Dec. 15, 1722. 
Pope’s lines on Addison (afterwards ‘ Atticus’) were first printed here; they 
were incorporated with alterations in his Epzstle to Dr. Arbuthnot in 1734. 
—— A Full and True Account of a Horrid and Barbarous Revenge by Poison, On the 
Body of Mr. Edmund Curll. 
Pope’s first castigation of Curll, the bookseller, published 1716. On the evidence 
of the Catalogue of the Ashley Library, this is one of four known copies. 


SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. Three Letters to The Idler. This is an ‘offprint’ of Reynolds's 
three letters (Nos. 76, 79, 82) from the first collected edition of The Jdler, 1761. 
In the edition they occupy vol. ii, pp. 130-5, 148-53, 165-72; in the ‘offprint’ 
they run consecutively from p. I to p. 20. The type has not been reset, but the 
pages have been reimposed, and the headlines have been replaced by the numbers 
of the pages—centred and within square brackets. 

This copy was given by Johnson to Reynolds, and by Reynolds to Malone, 
who has inserted the following note: ‘These three Letters by S"™ Joshua 
Reynolds. They were taken off by D* Johnson for St J. R. and this copy was 
given by him to me Jan. 18. 1789. E. Malone.’ 

The Tatler. An original number, uncut, measuring 1434 by 9} inches. 


Lent by C. T. Onions, M.A., Hon. D.Litt. 
PROVERBIA SALOMONIS, from the Press of Jean Petit. 
The colophon (blurred) reads ‘[ Impressum] Parrhisijs p Jov//’. 
Owned by Christopher Smyth in the sixteenth century and by David Powell in 
1679. 
It contains the Sapiential books of the Old Testament. Inquiries have failed 
to trace it in catalogues or in the account of Petit’s press. 


Lent by F. W. Pember, M.A., D.C.L., Warden of All Souls. 
NATHANIEL FIENNES. Monarchy asserted. 1660. 

Fiennes, a parliamentarian, surrendered the city of Bristol in 1643, was con- 
demned to death, but afterwards pardoned. He was member of Parliament for 
the University in 1656. Eachard described Fiennes as Cromwell’s ‘ principal 
Tool in promoting his Kingship’. 

Modern English binding. By the Hon. Mrs. Pember. 
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Lent by L. F. Powell, Hon. M.A, 


SAMUEL JOHNSON. The second German translation of Rasselas, by J. F. Schiller, 
Mainz & Frankfurt, 1785, in sheets. The sheets are folded once across their 
shortest diameter and gathered into three groups. The first group consists of 
sig. A-F*, the second of G-M°, the third of N-R®, St, T*/*4. The last sheet 
contains the. preliminary matter (title-page and contents) and the end of the 
text. 

—— Histoire de Rasselas Prince d’ Abissinie. Conte Moral. Par M. le Docteur 
Johnson. Traduit de l’ Anglais par M. Duchiron. Tomei[Tome ii.] Vienne. 
de |’ Imprimerie de la Veuve Alberti MDCCXCVIII. 2 vols. 8° 

This translation of Rasselas is not in the national libraries of Austria,Germany, 
France, or Great Britain, and is not recorded in Courtney’s Bibliography of Johnson. 
The author was a Frenchman who fled to Vienna to escape the Terror. His 
knowledge of English was somewhat imperfect, as the following rendering 


shows :— 
‘I ranged mountains and deserts for Je mis en ordre les montagnes et les 
images and resemblances.’ déserts pour en former des images et 


des ressemblances. 
There are other amusing blunders. 


—— A Collection of Interesting Biography. Containing, i. The Life of S. Johnson, 
LL.D.—Abridged, principally, from Boswell’s celebrated Memoirs of the Doctor: 
ii. The Life of Mr. Elwes,—(Abridged)—by Captain Topham: iii. The Life of 
Captain Cook,—(Abridged)—by Dr. Kippis. The whole revised and abridged 
by Sir Andrew Anecdote. Vol. i (evased) London: Printed for the Editor ; And 
sold by D. Brewman, New Street, Shoe Lane; (eé.). 1791. 

The first volume of the first Abridgement of Boswell’s Lzfe of Johnson, 1791. 
The ‘collection’ presumably consisted of two volumes, but no copy of the 
second volume (of this edition) has been found. This volume is very rare and is 
the only one known to Prof. Pottle (Lzterary Career of Boswell, p.197). It was 
issued, without authority, less than two months after the publication of Boswell’s 
book, and was in turn pirated in Dublin in 1792. The abridger did his work 
well, contriving to reduce nearly the whole of Boswell’s two quartos into 156 
octavo pages, 


Lent by Professor F. Rudler, M.A. 

BENJAMIN CONSTANT. The original MS. of Les Chevaliers, a novel written by 

Constant when only twelve years of age. 
Lent by Professor Rudler by the courtesy of the Baroness d’Estournelles de 

Constant. 

—— The first edition of Les Chevaliers (1927). Edited by Professor Rudler. 

—— The only autograph portion extant of Benjamin Constant’s celebrated novel 
Adolphe, published in Paris and London in separate editions, 1816. The MS. 


Cs 


224 PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


exhibited is part of the preface written for a second French edition which, so far 
as is known, never appeared. It was published for the first time in French by 
Professor Rudler in his edition of the novel, 1920. 
Lent by Professor Rudler by the courtesy of the Baroness d’Estournelles de 
Constant. 
BENJAMIN CONSTANT. The first English edition of Adolphe. London, 1816. 
Lent by Professor Rudler by the courtesy of Professor Paul Barbier. 


Lent by Percy Simpson, M.A. 
ROGER L’ESTRANGE. L’Estrange, his Apology. 1660. 

This work lacks sheets D, E, and F, which an advertisement on C2” explains 
that the author purposely omitted. It ends as usual on p. 157 with a note that 
two answers follow (1) ‘No Blinde Guides’ (an attack on Milton), ‘ Printed for 
Henry Broome April 20, 1660’; (2) ‘ Physician Cure thy Self’, ‘ April 23, 1660’. 
This last has not hitherto been ascribed to L’Estrange. 

BEN JONSON. Works. 1616. The first folio, 
GEORGE WITHER. Britain's Remembrancer. 1628. 

The text was set up in two years by the author who failed to get a printer 

because of his quarrel with the Stationers’ Company. 


Lent by Kenneth Sisam, M.A. 
ROBERT BRIDGES. The Testament of Beauty. Oxford (Clarendon Press) 1929. 
The special edition designed by Stanley Morison. Only 250 copies were 


printed. 
Lent by John Sparrow, B.A. 


ABRAHAM COWLEY. Plantarum libri duo. 1662. 
With a presentation inscription by the author. 


SENECA. Lwudus and other tracts (1515) edited by Beatus Rhenanus and presented . 
by him to Pirckheimer, with a presentation inscription in Rhenanus’s hand. 
Lent by Miss G. Lloyd Thomas, M.A. 


ALEXANDER Pope. The Rape of the Lock. 1714. 
Large paper copy of the first edition. Presentation copy to Mrs. Sartre, the 
sister of Addison, from the author. Swift remarked that, ‘Addison’s sister is 
a sort of wit, very like him. I was not fond of her’ (Journal to Stella, 
25 Oct. 1710). 
Lent by Professor C. H. Turner, M.A. 

CYPRIANUS. Opera. Venice, 1471. 

EUSEBIUS. Historia. Mantua, 1479. 

LEO. Opera. Rome, [? 1471]. 


STUNICA. Evasmi Roterodami Blasphemiae et Impietates. Rome, 1522. Not inthe 
British Museum or the Bodleian Library. 
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Testamentum Novum. Paris, 1534. 


Printed by Simon Colinaeus. The earliest attempt at a critical edition of the 
Greek New Testament. 


Complutensian Polyglot. Nouum testamentum grece & latine in academia Complutensi 
noutter tmpressum. Alcala, 1514. 
The title-page bears the names of Thomas Cranmer and of Lord Lumley, and 
also a Bodleian shelf-mark, B.2.10Th. The first four leaves, however, including 
the title, did not originally belong to this copy. 


Lent by Lieut.-Colonel C. H. Wilkinson, M.C., M.A. 

THOMAS LOVELL BEDDOES. The Bride's Tragedy. Zoé King’s copy. 

— The Improvisatore, 1821. With an alteration of the motto on the title-page in 
the author’s hand. ‘Of this little memento of his weakness, as he used to consider 
it, Beddoes soon became thoroughly ashamed: and long before he left Oxford, 
he suppressed the traces of its existence, carrying the war of extermination into 
the bookshelves of his acquaintance ; where, as he chuckled to record, it was his 
wont to leave, intact in its externals (some gay binding perhaps of his own 
selection), but thoroughly eviscerated, every copy on which he could lay his 
hands.’ T. F. Kelsall. 

—— Facsimile of Beddoes’ will given by Kelsall to Browning. As the original of this 
curious document was lost with the other Beddoes papers, this is the only 
authentic record of it. 


COLLEY CIBBER. She would and she would not. With signatures of James Boswell 
and his son the younger James. 


SAMUEL TAYLOR COLERIDGE. Conciones ad Populum. 1795. 


EBENEZER ELLIOTT. A manuscript poem on Burns by Elliott, the Corn Law 
Rhymer. 


ROBERT STEPHEN HAWKER. The Cornish Bearers Chant. This leaflet is unrecorded. 
The verses were reprinted in Reeds Shaken with the Wind, 1843, and in Echoes 
from Old Cornwall, 1846, as‘ A Cornish Death-Song’. In The Cornish Ballads, 
1869, they are simply called ‘The Dirge’. In the last volume Hawker added 
the following note—he wrote another to the same effect in Hootprints of Lormer 
Men in Far Cornwall, 1870. ‘The first line of these verses haunted the memory 
and the lips of a good and blameless young farmer who died in my parish some 
years ago. It was, as I conceive,a fragment of some forgotten dirge, of which he 
could remember no more. But it was his strong desire that “the words” should 
be “ put upon his headstone”, and he wished me also to write “some other words, 
to make it complete”. JI fulfilled his entreaty, and the stranger who visits my 
churchyard will find this dirge carven in stone, “in sweet remembrance of the 
just”, and to the praise of the dead, Richard Cann.’ 

To Alfred Tennyson, 1859. Another leaflet printed by Hawker and dated 

from Morwenstow. 
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ROBERT STEPHEN HAWKER. The original MS. ofa short unpublished story. 

Lorp HERBERT OF CHERBURY. Occasional Verses, 1665. Royal copy, probably 
belonged to James II as Prince. 

WALTER SAVAGE LANDOR. Poems, 1795. Landor’s first published work. After- 


wards suppressed. 

—— Imaginary Conversation of King Carlo-Alberto and the Duchess Belgioioso [1848]. 
About six other copies of this pamphlet are recorded. 

— Tyrannicide, Published for the benefit of the Hungarians in America. [1851]. 
Only one other copy of this original issue is known. 

—— ‘Mr. Landor’s Remarks on a Suit preferred against him at the summer Assizes 
in Taunton, 1858, illustrating the Appendix to his Hellenics.’ A copy made 
by Mrs. Praill for the printing office so that the printers might not have knowledge 
of Landor’s handwriting. 

Mr. Landor’s Remarks ...1859. Mr. T. J. Wise possesses a proof copy of 
this pamphlet. ‘The pamphlet is one of the many pieces to be met with in 
Landor bibliography which are so rare as to be practically impossible of acquisi- 
tion. No copy in its issued state is at present available, though one was formerly 
in the possession of Algernon Swinburne. This, the latter asserted, was lost at 
the time of his removal to The Pines’ (A Landor Library). This copy belonged 

to the printer Holyoake. Bound with it area letter from Landor begging Holy- 
oake to publish it, a letter from Holyoake saying he will do so, and a letter from 
counsel to Holyoake informing him that the pamphlet is highly libellous. Landor 
had left the country in his 85th year in an attempt to avoid the consequences of 
a libel action brought against him by the Hon. Mrs. Yescombe for reprinting in 
Dry Sticks similar libels first printed in Walter Savage Landor and the Honour- 
able Mrs. Vescombe and Mr. Landor Threatened. 

LANDORIANA. Guy’s Porridge Pot, 1808. First edition. 

‘,.. the book is extremely difficult to trace: although a copy of the second 
edition is accessible is there one of the first?’ Robert Eyres Landor, by Eric 
Partridge. 

ALEXANDER PoPE. A Blast upon Bays, 1742. One of the rarest of Pope’s publica- 
tions. 

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY. Prometheus Unbound. 1820. 

ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE, MS. of Zhe Union. 

EDWARD JOHN TRELAWNY. Recollections, 1858. Presentation copy from the 
author. 


WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. Poems, 1807. 








CHARLES VINER’S GENERAL ABRIDGMENT 
OF LAW AND EQUITY 
By 
STRICKLAND GIBSON 
and 
Siz WILLIAM HOLDSWORTH 


Vinerian Professor of English Law 


Note. References are not given in the text to quotations from and 
statements in the correspondence &c. printed on pp. 253 sqq. A few 
facts have been derived from the general collection of Viner papers 
in the Bodleian Library, but as these papers have not yet been finally 
arranged no precise reference is possible. My thanks are due to 
Miss N. Peacock for tracing Viner’s advertisements in various news- 
papers, to Mr. Edward Phelps for kindly sending me a transcript 
from Faulkner’s Dublin Journal, and to Mr. R. H. Hill for reading 
through some of the proofs. S. G. 








I. THE PRINTING AND PUBLICATION OF VINER’S 
ABRIDGMENT OF LAW AND EQUITY 


HE achievement of Charles Viner, who, in the eighteenth century, printed 

at his house in Aldershot twenty-two volumes in folio, finds no place in the 
history of printing. The work, an abridgement of English law, is unreadable ; 
its plan was out of date at the time of publication—even with a late Vinerian 
Professor it was an unconsulted book ; and it has no typographical distinction. 
The reason for printing it privately, rather than the achievement itself, is for 
us its main interest. 

Varying motives have been responsible for the establishment of private presses. 
Archbishop Parker’s was that of a patron of learning who aimed at furthering the 
cause of scholarship ; Horace Walpole found in his Strawberry Hill Press pleasant 
amusement ; some, like Morris and Cobden-Sanderson, have used their presses 
to maintain the tradition of great printing ; others, like the Rev. W. Davy, who, 
between 1795 and 1807, printed with his own hands twenty-six volumes of 
his sermons, are amateurs making a last desperate bid for literary immortality. 
Charles Viner, who laboured, as he says, neither for the love of money nor for 
‘the vanity of being an Author’, established his press to attack, on behalf of the 
Advancement of Learning, the ‘ United Opposition of Pirating Printers and 
Confederating Booksellers’. He was informed that he was contesting with 
£100,000. Not to be intimidated, but thanking God for making him his 
instrument, Viner, ‘almost Unknown to the World, Unsupported by any 
Particular Friendship or Interest’, determined to carry out his project single- 
handed, dedicating his labours to the perpetual service of his country and pro- 
fessing to find in the great honour he had received from the public ‘ really and 
truly a greater satisfaction than any Profit whatever’. These high aims, how- 
ever, have perhaps been too little appreciated: a writer in the Dictionary of National 
Biography finds in the Abridgment only a lawyer’s hobby. 

There is little to record about the life of Charles Viner. He was the son of 
Charles Viner, woollen draper of Salisbury. He matriculated at Hart Hall, 
aged 16, on February 19, 1695, but left Oxford without taking a degree. In 
1699 or 1700 he married Raleigh, daughter of Philippa and Oliver Weekes of 
Tortington, Sussex. He was admitted a member of the Middle Temple in 
1700, and a member of the Inner Temple on February 9, 1728 ; a few weeks 
later he was admitted to chambers in King’s Bench Walks. His private residence 
was at Aldershot, near Farnham, Surrey. Charles Viner died on June 5, 1756, 
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leaving an ample endowment to the University of Oxford and inadequate pro- 
vision for his wife. 

All that is known of his character is gleaned from his correspondence, but it 
must be remembered that he was already an old man when the present corre- 
spondence begins. He was nearly sixty when he started to print his dbridg- 
ment, and he was seventy-seven when the sheets of the last volume of the text 
were being printed off. It is perhaps to age, rather than to any defect of 
character, that some of his less pleasing traits are due. 

Viner was obviously a man of great industry and determination, ‘ready todo’, 
as he says, ‘any reasonable thing, but will not be drove into what is not so, nor 
. .. acquiesce under hard Usage’. Ill health prevented his taking an active 
part in the practice of law, and was doubtless responsible for his readiness to 
magnify any slight put upon him. The greatest vituperation in his correspond- 
ence is reserved for a certain Mr. Sewell, whom Viner once employed as counsel. 
Sewell, during the progress of a case, referred facetiously to his client as ‘ the 


Abridgment-Man ’. 


‘The Abridgment-Man ’, wrote Viner to a correspondent, ‘(a scoundrel 
Expression & Description of me & fitter to have come out of the Mouth of a 
Shoe-Cleaner or a Black-Guard-Boy than of a Gentleman of the Profession) will 
take care that unless he sees some good Reason to the Contrary, he will do him- 
self Justice & make the Conceited Creature know his want of Behaviour as a 
Gent. & of Decency to his Superiours, not only of that Court in which he used 
that scoundrel Expression but likewise of all the other Courts in Westm’ Hall. 
And this shall be done in the most publick manner. I Challenge & defy him 
to give any y° least shew of a Reason or Provoc" for using me in this manner so 
ungentleman-like, & if he does not he ought to be despised by all Gentlemen of 
the Profession & all others whatsoever & he shall remain a Monumt to Pos- 
terity.’ 


Viner placed little trust in his fellow-men, was unduly suspicious and, in 
his great enterprise, obsessed by the idea that booksellers and printers, his sub- 
scribers even, were plotting against him; which led him readily to believe a 
preposterous story that the Dublin booksellers proposed to reprint the Abridg- 
ment and undersell the English edition. When threatened or crossed he could 
be relentless. In a long letter of appeal for a character from a clerk, whom he 
had dismissed, the following conversation is recorded : 


I said, He’s a Gentleman (meaning you) of an Universal good Character 
& pays his Tradesmen to a ffarthing—True, he said, but that was no more than 
every Man ought to do ; but what Act of Generosity (says he) did you ever 
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know him do? I answer’d none that I knew of : Nor I neither (says he, with 
an Air of Contempt peculiar to the Man.) 


There are also some pitiful letters to Viner from his one-time friend and 
colleague, Charles Joye; who, having with some rashness filed against Viner a bill 
of complaint about the alleged obstruction of a trust, in which Joye’s mother and 
sister were interested, believed himself faced with ruin when Viner refused to 
take the case out of Court. The only reply to Joye’s letters was, ‘I shall ask 


you to resolve the following Question viz. ‘Quo teneam Vultus mutantem 
Protea Nodo’? 


The Abridgment is not a literary work, but in the two Prefaces and the 
Advertisements Viner shows himself to be a writer who knew how to lend 
variety to his theme by apt illustration. The preface to Vol. 18 is a kind of 
encyclical letter, addressed to the republic of letters by one who was willing to 


be its champion. When apologizing for the comparatively high cost of his book 
he says : 


The Law is, doubtless, an Intricate, as well as an Endless Study ; and 
therefore stands in Need of the utmost Assistances that may be had, tho’ 
attended with a large Expence, which whoever either will not, or cannot well 
afford to be at, had much better betake himself or be plac’d by his Friends to 
some other Business. And surely no Father, who has any Regard for his Son, 
would send him to travel without supplying him with Things not only Necessary 
but likewise Convenient for his Journey ; But should a Father be of so thrifty 
a Temper as to order the Son to pass thro’ a Deep, Uneven, and Rocky Part of 
the Country, rather than allow his Money for the trifling Expence of Paying a 
Turnpike to make his Journey Easier, Pleasanter, and Shorter, I can only pity 
the young Gentleman, and wish him a better Journey than he can reasonably 
hope for from his Father’s Stinginess. 


Again, 


The State of Authors | find by Experience is “ke the State of War. Some are 
Allies out of personal Friendship. Others are so from a Consideration of the 
Publick Good, and will never quit the Field till Matters are settled upon a proper 
Basis. Some, like the Highlanders in The Great Marquis of Montrose’s Little 
but Brave Army fight and conquer for a Time, and then retire. Others, like a 
Neighbouring Nation, will never take the Field till Dangers are over, and 
Advantages are expected. Some make their Appearance late in a Campaign, 
like a great Prince in the former Wars, who thereby acquired the Title of 
Semper Augustus. Others oppose the Measures, which themselves approve, 
because of some Particular Enmity to either Caesar or Pompey, who is to have 
the Command. So that it is very difficult to crown a good Cause with an Happy 
Conclusion. 

Hh 
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When apologizing for quoting some poor authorities he adds : 


But as to the less valuable Sort, since they are published, it has been 
thought not improper to put them to the best Use they may be capable of, by 
making them serve, like Tickets upon the Doors of Empty Houses, to direct 
the Reader where to make further Enquiries. 

To understand the difficulties which beset Viner when he decided to print his 
work at his own expense, it will be necessary to trace very briefly the growth of 
restriction on printing.” In England the period of freedom in the book-trade 
was of short duration. By an Act of 1484 scriveners, illuminators, binders, and 
printers of any nation or country were allowed to reside in England and exercise 
their trade,’ but in 1523 and 1534 certain restrictions were placed on alien 
stationers and printers.? Then came in 1538, by proclamation, the first attempt 
to establish a regular censorship and to require books to be approved before 
being printed.* 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries considerable control was exercised 
over printers by the Crown, the policy of which is plainly reflected in the charter 
which incorporated the Company of Stationers in 1557.° The ‘ object of Philip 
and Mary was not so much to benefit the stationers as to have a greater control 
of the trade. In fact they put power into the hands of the Stationers’ Company 
to control and crush all outside and unauthorised trade, well knowing that they 
could easily control the Company itself.’° By this Charter no one was allowed 
to print who did not belong to the Company, and every member was expected 
to enter in the Company’s Register the title of any book he proposed to print. 
Entry in the Register conferred very definite rights on the stationer, but gave 
no protection to the author. The right to print a book might pass from. 
member to member. Lodge’s translation of Josephus, for instance, first 
published in 1609, was eighty-four years later the property of eight booksellers,’ 
while the copyright of Paradise Lost, first published in 1667, was in 1739 held 
by Tonson and other booksellers. One immediate effect of the Charter was 
to put an end to all printing in the provinces. 

The practice of granting monopolies in certain classes of books was intro- 
duced during the reign of Elizabeth. Thus John Day was given the sole right 

* Cf. Holdsworth, History of English Law, V1. 360-79. 
? Duff, Century of the English Book Trade, xi. 
Ibid., xx, xxi. 
Steele, Tudor and Stuart Proclamations, I. 19. 
Transcript of the Registers of the Company of Stationers (Arber), I, xxvii sqq. 


Duff, Century of the English Book Trade, xxvii. 
” Pollard, ‘Some Notes on the History of Copyright’ (Library, III. 107). 
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of printing the ABC and the short Catechism, and Jugge the right of printing 
Bibles. The privilege of printing law books was given to Richard Tottell. 
These monopolies, which could be bought, sold, and devised, became more and 
more unpopular with those members of the Company who had found no such 
favour. The first public attack on them was made in 1641 by Michael Sparke, 
in an anonymous tract entitled, ‘Scintilla, or A Light broken into darke Ware- 
houses. With Observations upon the Monopolists of Seaven severall Patents, 
and two Charters. Practised and performed, By a Mistery of some Printers, 
Sleeping Stationers, and Combining Book-sellers’. As regards the Law Patent 
Sparke says, 


Observe I pray now, I come to the Law Books, I had need to break two 
lights into the Warehouse: but I perceive then this would rise too bigge. I 
will only nominate 3 Books in 3 severall Volumes, so by the 3 you may conceive 
the rest. The Monopolists have not only gotten all the Gospel, but also the 
Law as followes. Poltons Statutes sold at 1! 10% in quires, in former times, now 
raysed to 6 84a Book ; the Impression of 1500 so raysed by the Monopolist 
amounts to 500". Edward the 4" sold at 13% 4%, now raysed 8°" in a Book, 
comes to in a 1000 Books to 400! Compleat Lustice sold at 2°* 24a Book, I 
will sell every Impression cheaper by a 100,’ 


In 1586 was promulgated a Star Chamber decree for orders in printing. 
This, among other restrictions, limited the number of presses in London and 
provided for the licensing of all new books ‘ by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Bishop of London, but the Queen’s printer was exempted from this 
rule, as also those privileged to print law books. These last were to be read by 
certain of the justices’. Another Star Chamber decree in 1637 specified by 
which authority certain classes of books were to be licensed: ‘works on law 
were to be licensed by the Chief Justices, those on English History, Statecraft 
and the like by the principal Secretaries of State, those on Heraldry by the Earl 
Marshal, and all others by the Archbishop of Canterbury or the Bishop of 
London’.* Repressive measures reached their height in the notorious 
Licensing Act of 1662, so ruthlessly administered by Roger L’Estrange. This 
Act lapsed in 1679, was renewed in 16865, and finally lapsed in 1695. Hence- 
forth no licence was necessary and printing in the provinces again became 


possible. 


* Transcript of the Register of the Company of Stationers (Arber), II. 10, 14 s99., 751 599. 
2 Ibid. IV. 35-8. 

3 [bid. 807 sqq.; McKerrow, Dict. of Printers and Booksellers, 1557-1640, Xiv, Xv. 

4 McKerrow, xvi. Arber, IV. 529 sqq. 


234 GHARLES VINER’S*GENERGL ABRIDGMENT 


By the end of the seventeenth century the authority of the Stationers’ 
Company had declined and the rights of its members were often violated. 
Piracy was common and trade copyright was seriously threatened. Owners of 
copies continually pressed for Government protection, which came in 1709 in the 
form of an Act for the Encouragement of Learning. By this, which was the first 
Copyright Act, the owners of existing books were given the right of printing 
them for twenty-one years from 1710. As regards those not yet printed, 
authors were to have a monopoly of them for fourteen years, and if still living 
at the end of that time, an extension of another fourteen years. To obtain this 
privilege, books had to be entered, not necessarily by a bookseller, in the register 
of the Stationers’ Company. This Act really abolished perpetual copyright, 
although the supposed right of booksellers to it at common law was not finally 
disposed of until 1774." 

The compilation of the Abridgment was first undertaken in 1700, when 
Viner was twenty-two years of age, and had just been admitted a member of the 
Middle Temple. Five years later D’Anvers published the first volume of a 
General Abridgment of the Common law, which discouraged Viner from proceeding 
with his own work: ‘I retired’, he says, ‘into the Country, and for some Years 
wholly laid aside prosecuting any Undertaking without intermedling with 
Business of Law, unless in preventing and compromising Differences among 
Neighbours, and others applying to me, at some Expence to my self but none to 
them’. The progress of D’Anvers’s book was, however, very slow. The second 
volume was published in 1713, and the third, bringing the work to the end of 
letter E, in 1737. It was about the year 1729 that Viner resolved to publish. 
his Abridgment. When he had completed his material, he decided to begin 
publication with the letter F, and then, having finished the alphabet, to return 
to the letter A. 

A law dictionary planned on a large scale like Viner’s was a formidable 
undertaking. The failure of D’Anvers’s naturally made booksellers shy of pur- 
chasing a similar work, but about the year 1738 Viner was offered £ 500 for his 
manuscript. Notwithstanding the Copyright Act it was still customary for 
authors, as in former times, to sell their ‘copy’ outright to booksellers and reap 
what immediate benefit they could, rather than trust to the future for any im- 
provement of their fortune The offer of £500, however, Viner considered 
‘very trifling’ and brought him to the drastic decision to be his own publisher. 

The chief difficulty in the way of publishing the 4dridgment was that it was 


* Pollard, ‘Some Notes on the History of Copyright’ (Library, III. 97-114); Collins, ‘Some 
Aspects of Copyright’ (/bid. VII. 67-81). 
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based on Rolle’s Abridgment, first published in 1668, in which the law patentees 
claimed a vested interest. Viner refers, in his preface to Vol. 18, to the ‘Case 
of the Stationers against the Patentees about the Printing of Roll’s Abridgment 
(1666) ’,* the arguments of which are worth reading for the fantastic statements 
put forward on behalf of the monopolists. The chief interest of this case for 
Viner was, however, the admission of the patentees that the Judge’s licence was 
necessary. He looked upon the licence as a guarantee of merit, and took a far 
too charitable view both of the original intention of the law patent and of the 
licence of the Judges. 


That Patent never was intended to give an Arbitrary Power to the 
Patentee to print What, and How he pleased, without Control, but was in- 
tended, no Doubt, as a Benefit and Security to the Publick: And it was 
admitted in Parliament by the Patentee’s Counsel, in the Case of Roll’s Abridg- 
ment, That the Law Patentees could not print Law books without the Judges Licence. 


The power of the patentees was not to be underestimated. In 1743 Viner 
wrote : 

The University of Cambridge, (that ancient Seminary of Learning) from 
whence (besides many other Great Men) sprung those Noble Plants the Lord 
Coke and Lord Bacon, (which so much adorn’d the Profession) is at this Time 
a Notorious Instance of the Grievance I have mentioned, who (without my 
entring into the Merit of the Right they claim of Printing Law-Books) are 
now actually threaten’d (as | am inform’d) by about 10 Law-Booksellers w be 
crush’'d with the many Thousands of Pounds they talk of spending in the Contest. 
To such a Pitch is their Insolence arriv’d ! 


A publisher named Walthoe had tried the experiment of printing a law 
book without coming to terms with the patentees, with the result that they 
reprinted his book, sold it at prime cost, and spoilt his sale. The agreement 
which Viner made ultimately with the patentees is not recorded, but one may 
conjecture that the amount paid was not much less than £500. Although, 
as Viner said, ‘all Combinations in Trade to monopolize Business, and to en- 
hance the Price of Labour, are Odious in Law’, he nevertheless had to acquiesce, 
but he developed in secret a scheme to restrain the patentees ‘ within the proper 
bounds of their patent’. This was nothing less than a plan to make Parliament 
his ally : 

A new Act of Parliament for y° further Incouragement of Learning by 


further securing to Authors & their Grantees y* Benefit of their Copies in 
preventing y° frauds &c. of y* printers 8c. might be coock’d up so as to bridle 


2 See psig iy. 
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’em a little & I have made one step towards y° getting something of that kind 
brot into y° House next sessions & will not spare for some Expence to carry it 
if I can. 

Nothing came of this, but some years later, as we shall see, he again pro- 
posed to appeal to Parliament. 

The preliminary arrangement was that 1,000 copies of the Abridgment 
should be printed and three volumes published every year until it was complete. 
The work was to be produced at the author’s expense with an allowance of so 
much a sheet (i.e. four pages) to the patentees. Printing began in 1737 at the 
house of Mr. Nutt in the Savoy. Viner employed George Strahan, a well- 
known bookseller, to negotiate with Nutt, and his friend, Thomas Lowndes, to 
negotiate with Strahan. Nutt is described as a confused, half-witted fellow, but 
his brother, ‘young Nutt’, was more than a match for Strahan, Lowndes, and 
Viner. Strahan does not altogether command our confidence ; his sympathies 
were doubtless with Messrs. Nutt. The excuses he made for the printers show 
him to be dull and unimaginative, but, to judge from the scraps of news he 
threw into his postscripts, he had the makings of an affable man. 

But Viner, innocent as he was of any knowledge of printing, had first to 
take precautions for fair treatment. He therefore, after much trouble, persuaded 
Nutt to allow him to print twenty sheets in another office as a check. Although 
printing had begun in 1737, it was not until the summer of 1739 that sheets 
were actually being printed off. The paper was specially made for Viner by 
C. Roussillon of Up Mills. It has peculiar watermarks, the chief being CV. 
This was another precaution taken by the author to prevent imposition, since he 
thought that by such means he would be able to keep control over the consump- 
tion of paper and overprinting by Messrs. Nutt in their own interests. The 
letter of Roussillon gives some interesting information about the practices of 
paper-makers. It is stated that the consignment of paper sent in August, 1739, 
consisted of twelve bundles of the best and four bundles broken, and that the 
custom of paper-makers was to put two broken quires, each containing 20 
sheets, to every ream. Such are the conservative methods of paper-makers that 
this practice can be fully explained by merely quoting from an advertisement of 
J. Barcham Green & Son, of Hayle Mill, Maidstone, issued in 1926: ‘ Hand 
made Customs. Mri Reams consist of 472 sheets, thus :—Eighteen quires, 
24 sheets each, of Good. One quire of 20 sheets of Broken on the top of the 
ream. One quire of 20 sheets of Broken on the bottom of the ream.’ Broken 
sheets are those with such defects as make them suitable only for proofs, end- 
papers, &c. Viner evidently complained to Strahan about the proportion of 
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broken sheets, and it was arranged that the outside quires which lay on his 
hands should ‘ be taken off and allowed for’. 

Charles Joye and his brother Peter were employed as editors and were 
generally responsible for comparing the proofs with the copy and for proof cor- 
rection. In August, 1739, Nutt was promising six sheets (i.e. 24 pages) a week. © 
by which time p. 36 had been reached. Viner was convinced that the printer 
purposely practised delay, seeing that he had been promised originally twelve 
sheets a week, then eight, then six, and ultimately received but two. There 
were also other grievances : he had to complain of his ‘ Copy being misused 
& pieces broke off’,* and of the best paper being used for proofs. Strahan 
attributed the delay to illegibility of copy, and promised Viner that when the 
compositors had got accustomed to the handwriting progress would improve. 
He also reported that Nutt undertook, if there was no delay in returning proofs, 
that the rate of six sheets a week should be maintained. As regards damage to 
the ‘copy’, Strahan explained that to expedite composition the ‘copy’ had to be 
cut up and distributed among several compositors; but Viner retorted, ‘how 
many Compositors are required to print off 2 sheets a Week ?’. He could see no 
reason for the use of the plural. The proof-correctors, the brothers Joye, were 
credited with great efficiency ; ‘revises’ being returned within two hours of 
receipt. Still another grievance was the persistent refusal of Nutt to allow 
Viner to attend at the press. The attendance of the author at the press, it will 
be remembered,’ in the late sixteenth century and in the seventeenth century was 
part of the established order of things, and mistakes in books were frequently 
laid at the door of dilatory authors who failed to attend regularly. In the 
eighteenth century printers preferred to be independent. ‘No person’, says 
Viner, ‘is to be admitted to see what they are Printing off ; and upon that Rule 
I was myself awhile denied Admittance at the Savoy to see my own Work when 
it was Printing there at my own Expence’. Viner refused absolutely to depend 
upon their press-corrector, and consequently expected a proportionate abatement 
for dispensing with his services, since ‘he Confounds rather than Corrects’. 

In such hopeless circumstances Viner made a drastic proposal to the effect 
that presses should be sent to Aldershot, the compositors and pressmen accom- 
modated there, and a sum of money paid to the patentees for the liberty. Nutt 
had, of course, several objections to this—the men would be so negligent and 
‘would not work but as they list’. In any case it would be impracticable to 

* The ‘copy’ was until a few years ago preserved in the University Archives. It consisted of 


thousands of slips written in the hands of clerks. 
2 Oxf. Bibl, Soc. Proceedings, II. 5-24. 
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send presses to Aldershot : his men were now well accustomed to the ‘ copy’, 
and in the long summer days would get on much more quickly. Viner saw no 
difficulty at all in the management of workmen, ‘I sh‘ have taken as much Care 
to prevent y° workmen’s Negligence as Young Mr. Nutt’s being with ’em from 
10 in y° Morning to 6 in y° afternoon’. Granting that there might bea special 
difficulty about sending presses to Aldershot, Viner suggested that Nutt should 
choose some printing house within the Bills of Mortality, that is, in any portion 
of the London area covered by the Bills. But the elusive Mr. Nutt was not 
easily tied down, nor would he give plain answers to Viner’s three plain 
questions: (1) Would permission be granted to print at any house within the 
Bills of Mortality ? (2) If so, what sum per sheet would be expected by 
the patentees ? (3) Would a fixed sum be accepted for the liberty to print the 
whole elsewhere (i.e. at Aldershot)? The answers he received were: (1) If 
the other patentees agreed, Nutt would allow any house within the Bills of 
Mortality to be employed. (2) Five or six shillings a sheet. To the third 
question, which to Viner was the most important, Nutt declined to reply until 
the first volume was published. Viner assumed that these answers were intended 
only to amuse him. 

Meanwhile he had decided to take the offensive and had given instructions 
that the paper dispatched to Nutt should ‘be ordered back in y* same Cart 
(without any unloading) to M' Joye’s Chambers’. That was in September, 
1739. Ten months later Peter Joye reports that he received from Nutt all the 
printed sheets, some proof sheets, and the stock of printing paper. This marks 
Viner’s final dealings with the patentees. The new régime is indicated by an 
agreement, dated December 12, 1740, by which Viner undertakes to pay William 
Lee, compositor, the sum of seven shillings a sheet for his part of the composi- 
tor’s work anda further sum of £50 for his ‘ Extraordinary Care and trouble in 
Overseeing and directing the said Business and Workmen and taking Care ot 
the Types or Letters and other Materials’. 

From December, 1740 to December, 1741, save for one letter of Peter 
Joye there is no further information about the dbridgment. Printing had been 
proceeding regularly and quickly. In the London Evening Post for December 
10/12, 1741, the following advertisement appeared : 


This Day is publish’d, (With Allowance of the Judges) Two Volumes in 
Folio of a Work intitled, A General Abridgment of Law and Equity, Alpha- 
betically digested under proper Titles, with Notes and References to the 
Whole, &c. 


By Charles Viner, Esq. 
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And are to be sold by George Strahan in Cornhill, & Thomas York, next door 
to Serjeant’s-Inn in Chancery-Lane, & at his House in Flour-de-Luce Court in 
Fleet-Street. Price in sheets £2. 5. 0. 

N.B. These Books (in respect to such Gentlemen of the Profession as 
have purchased M* Danvers’s Books) begin with Letter (F) where M‘ Danvers 
left off ; & if the Author can have any Certainty, that he shall not be broke 
in upon, he intends to pursue the Alphabet before he returns to Letter (A) ; but 
otherwise he may think himself oblig’d to begin with part of the first Letters 
sooner, they being now in a Readiness for the Press, & containing abundantly 
more Matter, Titles & Divisions than Mt" Danvers’s, or any new Edition 
thereof, with Additions, probably will do. 


It was again advertised‘ in the next issue with the addition, ‘ There will 
be an Allowance made to the Trade’. The allowance was 35. for the two 
volumes. On December 17 Viner entered the two volumes at Stationers’ Hall, 
for which he paid the fee of 6¢., and delivered the nine copies as the Copyright 
Act of 1709 directed. Both volumes contained, as did all successive volumes, 
the following licence of the Judges : 


We allow of the Printing and Publishing of the Book Intituled, 4 General 
Abridgment of Law and Equity, Alphabetically digested under proper Titles, &c. 
By Charles Viner, Esq. 

W. Lee, W. Fortescue, J. Willes, E. Probyn, F. Page, Law. Carter, 
J. Fortescue A., W. Chapple, T. Parker, M. Wright, Ja. Reynolds, Tho. Abney, 
T. Burnett. 


The volumes were published at an inopportune time, the beginning of the 
Christmas vacation, ‘a more dead time’, said Peter Joye, ‘than even the long 
Vacation upon account of y° Holydays w% most people spend in the country’. 
As the immediate sale, therefore, was small, Viner was inclined to offer better 
terms to the booksellers, namely 55. for the two volumes. From this he was 
dissuaded by Charles Joye, who suggested that the larger sum should be offered 
only to those who took six sets at a time, three months’ credit being allowed. 
Joye also suggested that a few copies should be placed at the disposal of certain 
booksellers for exhibition in their shops. But Viner had little enough faith in 
booksellers who, he complained, had decided not to dispose of any of his books 
‘unless their Customers were resolv’d to have y™, and if any Gentleman in- 
quir’d at their shops for y™ they told y* Gent. they were good for Nothing and so 
would not take y™ into their shops’. Viner, already a printer-publisher, then 
decided to become a bookseller and to issue his Abridgment by subscription. 


* In December 1742 the sum of £2 os. 6d. had been expended on advertising. The normal 


advertisement cost 2s. 
Il 
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A prospectus was printed, of which Thomas York distributed 500 copies 
at Westminster Hall, and 100 to 200 copies at the Coffee Houses near 
the Temple. Peter Joye reported that the proposal was thought very fair 
and reasonable by the Gentlemen at the Bar. Charles Joye made a further 
suggestion that in the third volume some more booksellers’ names should be 
added to the imprint, with the result that Osborne and Worrall were added to 
Strahan and York. 

The third volume of the Abridgment was published in July, 1742, and was 
advertised, with the first two volumes, in the London Evening Post, July 6/8 : 


There are now publish’d, With Allowance of the Right Hon. the Lord 
Chief Justice of England, the Right Hon. the Master of the Rolls, the R. H. 
the Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, the R. H. the Lord Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, & the rest of the Hon. the Judges, three Volumes in Folio, 
of a Work, intitled, 

A General Abridgment of Law and Equity, alphabetically digested under 
proper Titles, with Notes & References to the Whole. 


By Charles Viner, Esq. 


Sold by Geo. Strahan in Cornhill, Tho. Osborne at Gray’s Inn, John 
Worrall in Bell-Yard near Lincoln’s Inn, & Tho. York in Flower-de-Luce 
Court in Fleet-street, &¢ may be had of the Author at his Chambers in the 
King’s-Bench Walks, Inner Temple, No. 3, & at his House at Aldershot near 
Farnham in Surrey. 

N. B. This Work will be of great Use to Counsellors, Solicitors, Attornies, 
& other Gentlemen ; it is no Ways interfering with the Book, intitled, The 
New Abridgment of the Law, publish’d by M* Bacon, which (so far as they go) 
are an ingenious System or Treatise of Law, but cannot with any Propriety be 
call’d an Abridgment. In this General Abridgment are contain’d all the Cases 
of Law, & also all those of Equity referr’d to in the said New Abridgment, & 
likewise many thousands more. 

N. B. Subscriptions are taken in for the next Volume by the Author, &c. 
& the Subscribers Names will be printed. 


A subscriber could register himself by paying a deposit of 55. a volume, 
for which he was given a receipt, and by promising to pay the balance when the 
volume was published. It appears from the Advertisement to Vol. 1 (1746), 
that certain persons were willing to spend this small sum in order to be publicly 
numbered with the elect: ‘The Author ... cannot but stand somewhat aghast, 
as often as he casts his Eyes on the List of his Subscribers . . . to observe so 
many Names, interspers’d there of Gentlemen, who have not, to this very Time, 
perform’d their Engagements by taking so much as one Single Volume.’ The 
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new method was not popular with the booksellers. Worrall, in his Bibdotheca 
Legum, adds the following note to his advertisement of the ten volumes published 
up to 1746: 

As an Apology why I have not fix’d the Price, I beg leave to acquaint 
the Reader that Mr. Viner prints his Abridgment at his own Expence, at his 
dwelling House at Aldershott, near Farnham in Hampshire, and sells them at 
his Chambers in the King’s Bench Walks, allowing those Booksellers who sell 
his Books the Advantage of bringing Customers to their Shop for their profit ; 
and if a Bookseller is not pleased with this, he is thought an Enemy to the 
Work, and may disoblige either his Customer or Mr. Viner.’ 


The compilation of the subscribers’ lists was very carefully considered. It 
was decided to arrange the names in alphabetical order, noblemen coming first 
and booksellers last. As there was only one subscribing bookseller, Joye 
suggested that he should be left out, so that a list of subscribing gentlemen 
should be shown without the assistance of any bookseller’s name. The first list 
of subscribers appeared in the fourth volume with 249 names: the last list to 
appear in Viner’s lifetime had 335 English and 49 Irish subscribers. The final 
list, published in the Index volume in 1757, had 668 names. 

For the five years from 1744 to 1748 no correspondence has been preserved. 
At the end of that time fourteen volumes had been published and the number 
of subscribers had risen to 362. The 4bridgment was now under full way, more 
than half the distance had been covered, and conditions were of the fairest. 
Then a sudden and unexpected menace appeared. On January 3, 1748/9, 
Viner received an anonymous letter from Dublin beginning, ‘It is with great 
Concern I see, that they are going to pyrate your Abridgement of the Law in 
Ireland. It is to be carryed on at the Expence of the Booksellers in London ; 
who plead for Excuse, that you will not allow them any Profit’. 

What piracy in Ireland at this time meant to English publishers is well 
illustrated in the petition, presented to Parliament in 1734, by several proprietors 
of copies of books: | 

The Petitioners informed the Committee, That they had ready to produce 
surreptitious and pirated Editions, printed abroad, of the Works of 29 different 
Authors of great Repute, and Evidence to give Proof of the same to some 
Instances ; whereof the Committee examined the following Witnesses ; viz. 

The Reverend Doctor Clarke, Dean of Sarum, who acquainted the Com- 
mittee, That he transacted, for the Widow of his late Brother Doctor Samuel 
Clarke, the Agreement with Mr. Kapton, who bought the Copy of the said 

* From 1749 the price to booksellers was fixed at 25s. a volume, with an allowance of one 
shilling a volume if six were taken at a time. 
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Doctor Clarke’s posthumous Sermons, being 173 in Number ; for the Purchase 
of which Mr. Kuapion paid 1,000 /, 

The said Mr. Kuapion, being examined, said, That he printed the said 
Sermons in Ten Volumes, and sold them together at the Price of 40s. in Sheets: 
That, in a short time after, the said Sermons were reprinted in Ire/and, in Two 
Volumes in Folio, and are now imported from thence, and sold here for 26s. ; 
and he delivered in to the Committee One of the Copies of the said Impression, 
which he said he received from a Bookseller in Dud/in at that Price. 

Mr. Charles Rivington said, That he lately purchased a Share in the Copy 
of a Book, intituled, The Gardener's Dictionary, of Mr. Miller, the Author ; 
which Book he, the said Examinant, and Mr. Miller, printed together, on their 
joint Account, in One large Volume in Folio, adorned with Copper Plates ; and 
that the same was sold for 25s.: That now an Impression of the said Book, 
printed in Ireland, is sold in England for 225.: That the Examinant lately 
bought of Mr. Hiliard, a Bookseller in York, One of the Copies of the said Jrish 
Impression, for which he paid that Price ; which Copy so bought he produced 
to the Committee. 

Mr. Philip Miller, the Author of the said Dictionary, being also examined, 
said, That he sold Part of his Right in the said Copy to Mr. Rivington, and 
reserved the other Part of it to himself; and that he and Mr. Rivington were 
the only Persons who had any Right in the said Copy.’ 


The assertion contained in the anonymous letter from Dublin was seem- 
ingly confirmed from other sources, also anonymous. ‘ Jack T.’ indeed added 
alarming particulars: Faulkner, the chief Dublin printer, was very angry: 
Esdall, another Dublin printer, had actually issued a prospectus, obtained one 
hundred subscribers, and was proposing very shortly to reprint the Abridgment 
and sell it at a guinea a volume. Unfortunately a copy of the prospectus could 
not be produced, but Jack promised to send the first he could get. Faulkner 
was the Irish bookseller who, a few years later, played such an inglorious role in 
connexion with the pirating of Richardson’s Sir Charles Grandison.2 There is 
no reason to believe that there was any truth in the story, but it caused Viner 
serious alarm. In the Whitehall Evening Post (November 28/30, 1749) he 
inserted the following advertisement : 


Some Time since was published, 
With an Imprimatur of all the Judges, 
A Fourteenth Volume of 
A General Abridgment of Law and 
Equity 
By Charles Viner, Esq ; 


* Journals of the House of Commons, XXII. 412. 2 See p. 320. 
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This Work may be said to be A Compleat Historical Library of the Law, 
as it contains the most Ancient as well as Modern Cases derived down in Order 
of Time, & is disposed in such Manner that any Gentleman may readily find 
whatever he may have Occasion for. 

The Lord Chancellor & all the Judges in England, & likewise the Lord 
Chancellor & all the Judges in Ireland, having approved of this Work as of 
great Use, & it meeting also with the Approbation of the Learned Gentlemen 
of the Profession, both within & without the Bar, has given it an undeniable 
Reputation. 

But as it has been advertised to be printed in Ireland, in Disrespect of the 
Lord Chancellors & Judges of both Kingdoms, & in Evasion of the Statute of 
8 Ann. Cap. 49. for Encouragement of Learning, & vesting the Properties of 
Copies of useful Books in the Authors, &c., the Author thinks it not proper to 
proceed in printing any more until he can be secured from being thus pirated 
upon, & then he will be ready to publish the remaining Part thereof. 


This brought a letter, dated February 6, 1749/50, from Faulkner, who stated 
very plainly the gravamina of the booksellers. ‘Have you not, as they say, the 
Profits of an Author, a Printer a Bookseller and a Banquier? All People 
complain that your Books are dear ; you print them in your own House, allow 
the Booksellers little or no Profit, give them little or no Credit, but make them 
pay ready Money.’ On one point, however, he was reassuring. ‘It would not 
be practicable to send one Sett of your Books from hence to England, as the 
Custom House Officers are so vigilant at all the Sea Ports, and seize every 
single Book whether English or Irish that is returned, or goes from hence.’ 
The vigilance of the officers, from what is known of the Irish trade, was certainly 
over-estimated. For having set the ‘affair in so clear and satisfactory a Light,’ 
Faulkner suggested that Viner should present him with at least one set of the 
Abridgment. Viner granted this request and received thanks in a patronizing 
letter in which Faulkner protested that he had discouraged the attempt against 
him. So the affair ended, but one cannot help suspecting that ‘Philo Viner’, 
‘ Jack T.’, and George Faulkner were very well known to one another. 

When Viner first heard of the Irish threat he decided to seek the highest 
protection. In September, 1749, he was pushing forward his affair as to an 
Act of Parliament, although he experienced some difficulty in finding some one 
to propose the Bill: seconders could be readily found. One correspondent 
pointed out the undesirability of making the matter a party affair. After several 
members had been approached it was arranged that the Bill, which had been 
drafted by Mr. Peirce, should be proposed by Mr. Clayton and seconded by 
Mr. Wilbraham. Mr. Peirce, however, was to be kept generally in the dark 
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and quietly dropped. But when the time for action came Mr, Wilbraham made 
many difficulties, Mr. Clayton alone ‘seemed to stand firm ’, As there is no 
reference to the Bill in the Journals of the House of Commons we may assume that 
the tergiversations of Mr. Wilbraham were successful. 

Viner died on June 5, 1756, shortly after the printing of the penultimate 
volume of his 4bridgment. Between the years 1741 and 1756 he had printed 
twenty-two folio volumes, containing over 12,000 pages. In his encyclical 
Preface he says, ‘Be my Fate what it will, Should it prove like that of the 
Tarpeian Maid, to be oppressed with my own Volumes, as she was with the 
Helmets of the Sabines ; yet it would be some Consolation that it could reflect 
no Dishonour upon Me’. Viner indeed narrowly escaped being overwhelmed 
by the thing he had created: he survives because he ‘conceived the idea of 
leaving his money* to found a professorship of the common law at Oxford... 
Because he saw that the teaching of English law at a University was the best 
way to facilitate the great object of his life—the promotion of the study of that 
law’. In the history of the Vinerian chair ‘what is remembered, and rightly 
remembered, is the splendid success of Blackstone, the first Vinerian Professor 
of the old foundation, and of Dicey, the first Vinerian Professor of the new. 
And these two great professors are united, not only by the fact that they are 
incomparably the most distinguished holders of this chair, but also by an even 
more interesting tie. Dicey, in his inaugural lecture on the teaching of law at 
the universities, and in (his) valedictory lecture on Blackstone . . . showed that 
Blackstone’s prophecy of the effects of the scientific study of English law at a 
university upon the law and upon the teaching of law, though it waited long for 
its fulfilment, has at length been fulfilled.’ * 

The original price of the twenty-one volumes of the dbridgment published 
in Viner’s lifetime was £26. In 1757 the University of Oxford, which, by the 
bequest of Viner, had come into the possession of about 400 copies of the 
twenty-two volumes, offered sets, to which was added a general index, at £15; 
47 to be paid on subscribing and £8 on delivery of the books. The next 
year the University announced that it possessed ninety-six sets and 3,008 odd 
volumes.? In Worrall’s Bibliotheca Legum (1768) the following note appears : 
‘Viner’s Abridgment was originally published one volume at a time, and sold 
for £1 5s. each, in sheets, except two or three volumes not of equal thick- 
ness. Since his death, they have been sold much cheaper ; and the whole being 


* His library was left to the Radcliffe Library at Oxford. It is now in the Bodleian Library. 
? Holdsworth, ‘Charles Viner’ (Law Quart. Rev.. XXXIX. 23, 26-7). 
* See a collection of printed papers relating to Viner’s endowment (Bodl. Gough Oxon. 96). 
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sold off, they are arrived again to their first price.’ Twenty years later the 
Abridgment was advertised in Bibliotheca Legum Anglae at £31 10s. A second 
edition of the Abridgment was published in 1791-4. 

The first edition of Viner’s Abridgment has become a very scarce book. 
The statements made by two well-known booksellers are interesting: Mr. W. H. 
Maxwell (Sweet & Maxwell, Ltd.) says, 


After the publication of the second edition at the end of the eighteenth 
century, practising lawyers would only buy the new edition, and in many cases 
sold the first edition to second-hand booksellers. In course of time the demand 
for the first edition ceased, and, owing to its bulk, it was not worth the book- 
sellers’ while to allow it to take up space in their shops ; consequently the sets 
were sold to the wastepaper merchant whenever they came into the hands of the 
bookseller. Up to the last ten years or so we should have wasted the first 
edition ourselves, but we then began to realise that it was an important work 
for the student of legal history, and whenever copies came into our stock we 
kept them for sale instead of wasting them.’ 


Mr. George A. Wheeler (George Harding) says, 


Viner’s Abridgment is now seldom met with complete. ... Booksellers in 
general did not consider these sets of old law books of any great commercial 
value, consequently many sets and hundreds of odd volumes were wasted, 
especially during the war years when, owing to the shortage of paper, old law 
and many other old folios were pulped for munition purposes.’ 

It may be safely asserted that Viner’s dbridgment exists only in the libraries 
of societies and institutions. Neither the lawyer nor the book-collector seeks 
it for his private collection: they both can put the foot-run of folio shelf-space 
which it would occupy to far better use. The Abridgmentis now almost forgotten, 
and had it not been for his great idea, Viner’s name to-day would share the fate 
of the book to which he devoted so great a part of his life and wealth. 


STRICKLAND GIBSON. 
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II. THE ABRIDGMENTS OF ENGLISH LAW 


ae extent to which the alphabet has dominated the literature of English 
law is only equalled by the manner in which the English system of case 
law has dominated, not only the common law, but all other allied systems which 
have come within its influence ; and these two phenomena are not wholly un- 
connected. Both the two main sources of English law—case law and statute law 
—have from an early date been arranged in abridgments on the alphabetical 
plan. But while some of the abridgments of case law have developed, with the 
growth of English law, into our modern legal encyclopaedias, the abridgments 
of statute law have remained simply abridgments of statute law and nothing 
more. Necessarily this manner of stating the two great sources of English law 
has exercised a powerfully attractive influence upon the authors of books on 
particular branches of English law. Many books, dealing with many different 
branches of English law, have been arranged on the alphabetical plan. And the 
influence of this manner of stating the law does not stop here. It has exercised 
an influence, almost equally great, upon the manner in which students acquired 
their knowledge of the law; for the making of a ‘commonplace’ book or 
alphabetical abridgment was from an early date, and long continued to be, the 
approved method of acquiring a knowledge of the law. I shall therefore, in the 
first place, say something of the abridgments of the statute law, and of other 
books on particular branches of English law, which have been alphabetically 
arranged. In the second place, I shall say something of the way in which 
‘commonplacing’ was used by students as a means of acquiring legal knowledge. 
In the third place, I shall deal with those abridgments of case law which have 
developed into our modern legal encyclopaedias, with particular reference to 
Viner’s Abridgment. 

(1) One of the earliest of the law books to get into print was an Abridg- 
ment of the Statutes, which was printed by Lettou and Machlinia in 1481. The 
latest statute abridged is of the year 1455, so that it was already old when it was 
printed. It is not at all improbable that still older abridgments were made 
which are now lost ; for, as we shall see, the idea of making an alphabetical 
abridgment of case law had occurred to lawyers at a much earlier date. In 1499 
Pynson published a reprint and a continuation of this work ; and in 1519 John 
Rastell published a translated abbreviation of the statutes up to date, which was 
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based upon it. From that date onwards the stream of abridgments began to 
flow. They are now represented by Chitty’s Statutes of Practical Utility. As early 
as 1538 the plan of making a collection of statutes dealing with a particular 
topic had been adopted by Berthelet, who published a collection of statutes to be 
executed by the justices of the peace ; and in 1560 Pulton published 42 Abstract 
of all the Penal Statutes that be General. Some of these collections of statutes, notably 
those relating to the justices of the peace, early succumbed to the alphabetical 
arrangement. In 1618 the lawyers who wrote on the justices of the peace 
abandoned the method of systematic exposition, so successfully employed by 
Lambard, and began to adopt the alphabetical arrangement. Dalton, in his 
Country Justices, published in that year, adopted this arrangement in that part of 
his book which deals with the powers of the justices ; and it is the ancestor 
of a long line of books which deal with this topic in a similar manner. It was 
adopted by the makers of those many books of entries of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries in which the precedents of pleading are grouped under 
writs alphabetically arranged. Even the rules governing that most logical of 
arts—the art of pleading—were thus treated by Sampson Ever in his Doctrina 
Placitandi, which was a famous book in its day. One of the earliest collections 
of notes upon equity cases was arranged by its author Tothill on these lines ; 
and in Eguity Cases Abridged, the first volume of which was published in 1732 
and the second in 1756, there is to be found a very complete and full alphabetical 
summary of the equity decisions down to that date. Even ecclesiastical law fell 
under the same influence. It was treated alphabetically by Burn, the first edition 
of whose book was published in 1763. 

(2) More directly connected with the alphabetical abridgments of English 
law, which have developed into our modern legal encyclopaedias, are the abridg- 
ments or commonplace books made by the students of the law. It is, I think, 
now generally agreed that the earliest Year-Books were students’ note-books. 
Early in the fourteenth century the heterogeneous character, which necessarily 
characterizes a collection of cases, suggested to some of these students or practi- 
tioners, who made, or had made for them, manuscripts of the Year-books, the need 
for some device to make their contents available. Prefixed to one of these 
manuscripts is a Calendarium which is arranged on a very rough alphabetical 
principle. This Calendarium is not an abridgment, but it represents a device 
from which an alphabetical abridgment could easily be developed. We 
know nothing of the stages by which the regular alphabetical abridgments 
in fact developed from Calendaria of this type. But we shall see that alpha- 


betical abridgments of cases got into print very shortly after the introduction of 
Kk 
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printing. This shows that the making of abridgments was, like the making of 
reports, an established practice amongst the lawyers. We may therefore perhaps 
infer that, just as in succeeding periods students’ reports and abridgments 
existed side by side with the practitioners’ more elaborate reports and larger 
abridgments, so in the mediaeval period students sometimes collected and sum- 
marized in this way the information which they had gathered in the Courts. 
But it would seem that it was the cessation, in the course of the seventeenth 
century, of the moots, readings, and other exercises at the Inns of Court which 
made the practice more general than ever before. It is quite clear that in the 
seventeenth century the making of a ‘commonplace’, i.e. an alphabetical 
abridgment, was regarded as indispensable to the student. Hale, in his preface 
to Rolle’s Abridgment, pointed out its advantages and gave some advice as to its 
construction ; and that he practised what he preached his commonplace book in 
Lincoln’s Inn Library shows. North said of this practice, ‘It is so necessary 
that without a wonderful, I might say miraculous, felicity of memory three 
parts of reading in four shall be utterly lost to him who useth it not’ ; and all 
the writers of students books of this period gave the same advice. Under these 
circumstances it is not surprising that in 1680 and 1681 the publishers found it 
a profitable venture to issue ‘ An Alphabetical Disposition of all the heads neces- 
sary for a perfect Commonplace’. It is an elaborate scheme for the arrangement 
of the law under 1622 numbered heads and subheads. That it was used is 
clear from the fact that the Bodleian contains an interleaved copy with elaborate 
notes by Samuel Brewster of Lincoln’s Inn. 

(3) Just as the students’ notes of cases developed into the regular series of 
Year-Books, so the device of making a Calendarium was adopted and developed 
by practitioners who wished to make their Year-Books accessible. In fact 
students’ commonplace books have had, both in their origin and throughout a 
large part of their history, as close a connexion with the abridgments made by 
practitioners as the Year-Books have with the modern reports. These abridg- 
ments made by practitioners probably represent the more elaborate efforts made 
by mature lawyers to do perfectly what they had begun to do imperfectly as 
students. Like many of the reports, they were in many cases made solely for 
the authors’ own use ; their publication was sometimes posthumous ; and some 
still exist in manuscript. The evolution of our modern legal encyclopaedias 
from these abridgments is a curious piece of legal literary history. It may, I 
think, be roughly divided into three periods. 

In the first period the abridgments take the form of short notes of cases 
from the Year-Books, arranged very heterogeneously under alphabetical head- 
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ings. Like the Year-Books, Littleton, and the Abridgments of the Statutes, 
they began to appear in print at an early date. The earliest is Statham’s Abridg- 
ment, which was published in or about 1490. It was followed by the Abridgment 
of the Book of Assizes, which was published by Pynson in 1509 or 1510. But 
both these works were superseded by the much more elaborate work of Fitz- 
herbert, which was printed in 1514, and of Brooke, which was published after 
the death of the author in 1568. The last-named abridgment contains, besides 
the Year-Book cases, cases from the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, and 
Mary. We know nothing of the manner in which these abridgments were com- 
piled. But, if we consider the size and completeness of the two great abridg- 
ments of Fitzherbert and Brooke, we must, I think, suppose that the authors 
were helped by their pupils, and that the custom of making abridgments was so 
well established, that the authors were able to build upon collections which were 
already made by themselves and others. 

These abridgments are simply digests of case law. They include nothing 
else. And from this point of view they may be regarded as directly connected 
rather with such digests as Fisher’s, Chitty’s, or Mew’s than with our modern 
legal encyclopaedias. But they are connected also with these encyclopaedias. 
In fact, it was a perception of their great defect—the heterogeneous character of 
the entries collected under each alphabetical head—which was the cause of the 
first development in this direction. Staunford, in the dedication of his treatise 
on the prerogative to Nicholas Bacon, had pointed out this defect in 1548; and 
Francis Bacon suggested the composition of a new abridgment ‘ composed of 
the two that are extant, and in better order’. It was the attempt to remedy this 
defect which produced abridgments of a new type. 

The first of the abridgments of the new type, which marks the beginning 
of our second period, is that of Rolle. Rolle was born in 1589 and died in 
1656. He was one of that band of literary and historically minded lawyers 
which, as Maitland has said, made the earlier part of the seventeenth century 
‘the heroic age of English legal scholarship’. The literary Renaissance of the 
Elizabethan age had touched the studies of law and history, and many scholars 
were working with the enthusiasm of explorers to put them upon a new basis. 
Rolle was one of that famous band ; and Hale drew a pleasant picture of the 
manner in which Rolle, Littleton, Herbert, and Selden met constantly and almost 
daily ‘to bring in their several acquests in learning as it were into a common 
stock by mutual communication’. Rolle compiled his abridgment for his own 
use—probably before 1640. It was published posthumously with an introduc- 
tion by Hale—an introduction which is a very valuable historical summary of 
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the development of the common law up to the time of the Restoration. Un- 
like the older abridgments of the Year-Books, each topic is divided, as Staunford 
suggested, into headings ; and it is more than an abridgment of case law, for it 
contains summaries both of Parliamentary records and of statutes. It therefore 
represents a new departure in abridgments, which brings us a stage nearer to the 
modern legal encyclopaedia. It was, moreover, a model to later abridgment 
makers—to Hughes; to Nelson, of whose work Viner thought poorly, though 
he used his book ; to D’Anvers, who translated it and added new cases ; and, 
what is most interesting to us, to Viner. 

Viner had formed the resolution of making a complete Abridgment of 
English law ever since he had become a student at the Middle Temple. ‘ The 
commencement of this work,’ he said in 1742, in the Preface to the first pub- 
lished volume of his Abridgment, ‘was with the present century, at which time 
I was admitted a member of the Honourable Society of the Middle Temple, and 
attended, as a student, the Courts of Westminster.’ But the appearance of 
D’Anvers’s Abridgment and ill health led him to lay aside his resolution for some 
years ; and when he began to revise his work, he at first simply supplemented 
the work done by D’Anvers. It was not till after 1727, when a supplement to 
the second volume of D’Anvers Abridgment containing the title ‘ Error’ appeared, 
that he seriously thought of transcribing and publishing his work; and the 
existence of this unfinished Abridgment of D’Anvers, the execution of which he 
admired, determined the order in which he published his volumes. He began 
at the letter ‘F’ because D’Anvers had finished his work down to the end of the 
letter ‘E’ in 1737. The first volume was published in 1741 ; and the succeed- 
ing nine volumes to the end of the alphabet were published between 1742 and 
1745. Between 1746 and 1756 he completed and finished the printing of 
twelve more volumes containing the titles between the letters ‘A’ and ‘E’ ; 
and he completed and partly finished the printing of general indices to the whole 
work. The work thus consisted of twenty-three volumes. 

The Abridgment had aconsiderable success. ‘The first edition was nearly all 
disposed of within two years of Viner’s death ; Robert Kelham, attorney, anti- 
quary, and student of Domesday Book, published a concordance of Abridgments 
in 1758 ‘chiefly calculated to facilitate the references to the General Abridg- 
ment of law and equity by Charles Viner Esqre.’ ; a second edition appeared 
between the years 1791 and 1794, and a supplement in six volumes was 
published between the years 1799 and 1806. 

It has been pointed out by Hargrave that it is the faithfulness with which 
Viner followed Rolle which gave rise to the greatest defect of Viner’s work. An 
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arrangement which was well enough suited to a book in two, was not well suited 
toa book in twenty-three volumes. At the same time he admits that Viner’s work 
was a ‘useful compilation’, and tended ‘to facilitate the use of the immense 
body of law and equity ’. If we remember the extent of its circulation, it will be 
clear that this is obviously a far juster estimate than the unduly harsh descrip- 
tion given of it by the Dictionary of National Biography—‘ a vast and labyrinthine 
encyclopaedia of legal lore ill-arranged and worse digested’. In point of fact, the 
great defect of the work was that it was composed on a plan which, even when 
Viner was writing, had become obsolete. The third period in the history of 
these abridgments had already been reached. 

The abridgments of the third period tend to be, and have in the nineteenth 
century become, not notes of cases and statutes roughly put together under alpha- 
betical heads and somewhat arbitrarily chosen subheads, but collections of scien- 
tifically constructed treatises on all the branches of the law. The order of the 
treatises is alphabetical, but the treatises themselves are constructed in scientific and 
logical fashion. The earliest of these encyclopaedias was published by that prolific, 
and rather second-rate, writer W. Sheppard in 1656. Itisa poor piece of work, 
something between a law dictionary and a digest. The author produced a 
revised and enlarged edition in 1675, but both books were soon forgotten. 
Comyns’s famous Digest, which was translated from French and published post- 
humously in 1762, really marks the transition stage. In form it is not unlike 
the abridgments of the second period ; but the logical character of the plan upon 
which it is constructed puts it in this third period. 

‘ The general plan of this Digest’, says the editor, ‘is, that the author lays 
down principles or positions of law, and illustrates them by instances, which he 
supports by authorities ; and these are branched out and divided into con- 
sequential positions, or points of doctrine, illustrated and supported in the same 
manner. By this means each head or title exhibits a progressive argument upon 
the subject, and one paragraph .. . follows another in a natural and successive 
order, till the subject. is exhausted. It is likewise so disposed that even the 
titles only of these divisions and subdivisions, and of their several branches .. . 
being selected from the page or margin, do of themselves disclose, in orderly 
succession, the several links of the chain of argument contained in the body of the 
work.’ 


The transition to the new type of abridgment is complete in Bacon's Abridg- 
ment, Viner, indeed, refused to regard his work as an abridgment. It was 
rather, he said, ‘an ingenious system or treatise of law’, collected from the works 
of Chief Baron Gilbert, Hale, Hawkins, and other writers. Viner did not see 
that abridgments of the older style were really things of the past. But soit 
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was ; and the appearance of Blackstone's Commentaries, the production of which 
had been indirectly encouraged by Viner’s request, really made this fact quite 
clear. It is not surprising to find that Bacon's Abridgment had a much larger 
popularity and a longer life than Viner’s. Between 1736 and 1832 it had run 
through seven editions, it had expanded from three to eight volumes, and Maine 
called it ‘our classical English Digest’. Between 1841 and 1844, and between 
1861 and 1864, the two editions of Petersdorff’s Abridgment provided an encyclo- 
paedia which embodied the extensive legislative changes of the first half of the 
nineteenth century ; and in the preface to the second edition the author stated 
clearly the characteristic which distinguishes the modern encyclopaedia from the 
earlier abridgment. The subject-matter of the work, he said, ‘ was arranged in 
alphabetical and analytical order—the former, as regards the primary title or 
division ; the latter, as regards the subordinate disposition of the materials’. To 
it have succeeded the modern local encyclopaedias with which we are all familiar 
—the Encyclopaedia of English Law, and Lord Halsbury’s Laws of England. 

But it is obvious that this new method of constructing an abridgment does 
not render the material very readily accessible. To meet this defect it has been 
found necessary to index these modern abridgments ; and so to combine the re- 
quirements of system and logic with the need for accessibility by a double appli- 
cation of the alphabetical principle. In this way, then, our modern legal 
encyclopaedias have developed from the alphabetically arranged collections of 
cases to which the heterogeneous character of case law had, from a very early 
date, driven our common lawyers. 

W. S. Hotpswortu. 


Note. The substance of this account of the Abridgment has already appeared 
in the Law Quarterly Review, vol. 39, pp. 28-37. 
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II. THE CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO THE PRINTING 
AND PUBLISHING OF THE ABRIDGMENT, TOGETHER WITH 
THE PREFACES AND ADVERTISEMENTS WHICH APPEARED 
IN THAT WORK 


London 8" got 1737, 
Sir 

I mett with M* Nutt this evening & show’d him yours. He assures me his 
complyance with any thing reasonable is sincere, & never design’d any thing but fair 
dealing as he doubts not you'll allow intime. He says, he’ll dispatch as much, if not 
more, than any other house you could fix on, if proofs are not stop’d. You may have 
a lodging near the Press, where yr books may be safe, & all convenience for yr self, 
but he cannot allow more than 20 sheets to be printed else where, for a cheque, seeing 
he can doe all within himself, with as much dispatch as any other. This is all from 
in hast 

Sir Your most obliged humble serv* 
Geo: Strahan 
St 

I have the favour of your Letter & sent for M* Roussillon who tells me the papers 
he mentioned to you will be allready about 3 weekes hence but how to get it London 
is the question by reason of the present Embargo unless by Land Carriage which is 
expensive he has sent the Molds to be altered, that is the Letters to be made plainer 
and expects them back in a fortnight and then he will imediately begin a second 
parcell of w*" you shall have a sample for your approbation. 

I am very glad to heare the Judges have so good an oppinion of your under- 
takeing, & think they would be wanting to themselves if they had not & further that 
it will better recomend itselfe, without the Chief Justices then with it, not wanting 
any recomendation at all, the thing sufficiently recomends itselfe, without farther 
assistance, pray make my Complim* to M's Viner & I am very sincerely 

S' Your most obed* humble Serv’ 
Swathling 30 June 1739 Tho : Dummer 


sr 

I intend to put the remainder of your paper & the broken Quires on board 
a Vessell next Monday of which I will give a particular of next Post. I am afraid 
your Printer is as you say you may be sure there is not a broken sheet in all the 
quantity sent nor less than the number but Mr. Roussillon tells me the Printers where 
they find the paper will if they can have 25 sheets to the Quire, which in your affaire 
would be more to their purpose to print upon you w' y" own marke, but the way 
you have taken will disappoint them. 

I am, S™ Your most humble Serv‘ 


Swathling 21 July 1739 Tho: Dummer 
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Sst 
I forgot in my last to tell you that the Bale of broken paper is mark’t with a C 
the usuall mark put on those papers. I beleive ab’ this time you will. be going into 
the Countrey. I heartily wish you & Mrs Viner a good Journey & hope she has 
recovered her health. 
I am, S™ Your most humble Serv* 


Swathling 26 July Tho: Dummer 


King’s-Bench Walks 31** July 1739 
Sir 

My Brother & I reced the favour of your’s & have enquired at your Lodgings ; 
but no Keys are to be found in any part of your Scrutore, or elsewhere. We sent some 
of your Papers together w* the two corrected Sheets to y® Printer’s, as you desired us, 
a Saturday Morning; & yesterday Morning Nutt called at our Chambers & took 
some more away with him, but he has not yet bro’ us back any thing printed. I sent 
today to him to know, when we were to expect something from him; & hesent word, 
he cou’d not tell, but as soon as ever he had done it, we sh have it to look it over. 
I am afraid, he will hardly be the more expeditious for your absence; but however 
nothing, w lies in our power, shall be wanting to hasten him. Our Boy shall call 
a Thursday at y° Wharf, M* Dummer mentions in his Lre, & see about y® Paper 
&c., as you desire. 

I was at Acton a Sunday, & found every Body there in good health; but my 
Brother is confined again to his Chamber, with another swelled face ; he has advised 
wth y® Apothecary upon this occasion, & today has taken Physick. One or other of 
us will take care to acquaint you from time to time, how your affairs go on; as yet 
we meet w'" no Difficulties. My Brother & I desire our respects to M's Viner & hope 
to hear, she is better, than when we saw her last. 

I am S* Your most obliged & respectful humble Servant 
Charles Joye 


P.S. Since my writing this, we have recéd y® 2 sheets w™ we sent before 
corrected, printed over again, & find a few mistakes still, w°® we shall correct & send 
back again to be reprinted. 


For M® Strahan over against y° Royall Exchange in Cornhill London 


Dear S* 

I re®t yt® Sunday last & in answer I will not allow either 6° nor 58 per sheet 
for Liberty to print elsewhere exclusive of y® Patentees. As to M™ Nutt’s doing y® 
work as expeditiously & correct as any body I doubt not but he can; & I would as 
willingly use his presses as any others in a place to be appointed by me, but if I print 
at all I am Resolved not to be subject to so many Dangers as well as Delays, y® last 
whereof I believe are owing to more than a single Reason. I presume by this time 
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Mr? Nutt has consulted with y® other Concerned & can inform you whether they Con- 
sent or No. I would willingly know what they resolve upon not y* I have y°® least 
anxiety whether it will be in y® affirmative or negative, but y’ I may conclude upon 
what to do, being determined to take all proper steps some of w" may benefit others 
as well as myself. 

I do not think y® 20 sheets a sufficient Check & if I find a House for Mr. Nutt’s 
Presses to work at I may restore y® 20 sheets to y® other Part, but in my mind there 
is a Vast Disproportion between y°® price for y® 20 sheets & y® price now mentioned 
for y° whole by y® sheet. I am ready to do any reasonable thing but will not be 
drove into what is not so, nor will I acquiesce under hard Usage. I desire to know 
w' Resolution y® Patentees are come to y' I may order accordingly & perhaps send 
to one in London to inquire out a proper House for me if I proceed yt I may send my 
Books &c. thither as soon as y® same can be fitted up for me. I thank you for y® 
Acct of y® assurance & am tho in great hast (my lre being waited for) 

S'* Your most humble Serv*® 
2, Aug*t 1739 [The postmark gives 2 Oct.] C. Viner. 


Good S* 

I rect y® favour of y"’ of y® 1%* Inst. & have accordingly left out (C.a.4) & 
restor’d it to Title (Parol). As to (B.a. 5.) there was one Plea at it, but there being no 
Title put to it (& not having (U.a.2) to take y® Title from thence) I was forc’d to 
leave it out, Besides y® Plea seems quite of a differt Head from y* w*" you sent by 
y' Lré. As to turning (F.a.3) into (H.a.) to prevent a Chasm, there was no 
occasion, there being an (H.a.) already. We join’d (E.a.) & (E.a. 2.) together into 
One Title they being y® same in Substance, viz' both of them shewing, where a Deed 
being Void in part shall be so in the whole. We miss a Plea or 2 in (C.a.) & likewise y* 
Paper w*" contains its Title & were at a Loss to give it a Proper one, sufficiently 
distinguishable from some of y® subseq* ones. However we inserted y°® Best we ee 
Vizt (C.a.) (Bound or advantag’d who. One not party to the Deed) But as it was 
only for y® Proof Sheet, please to send us a letter by y® next Post w will be time 
enough to correct it by. 

We must desire You to send up w'” all possible speed some more Manuscript. 
The Printers being in a greater Hurry than I imagined have now got every Lre y* 
we have, except y® last, w*" is (M.a.) of w*" we have only part, but in order to supply 
them, have been obliged to set out so much as we have. The Pleas we have amount 
to near 40 some of them very long, & w4 swell y® Title to an exorbitant size, but we 
have somew’ shortned it, by leaving out, where y® same Case was repeated more than 
once, & by converting some of y® Pleas, as occasion offer’d, into Marg. Notes. There 
is a Plea or Two in (M. a.) w I apprehend may be taken thence & made a New Title 
of, vizt (The want of a Profert cur’d by what) you'll please to determine this when you 
send up some more Manuscripts (w*" must not be ffew) & w™ we sh* be glad, if sent up 


ready se¢ out & Marshalled. 
E 
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The last sheet we sent finally corrected in order to be printed off was Lré (S.) 
being Page 36 of y® Book. As to y® Trouble you mention, as we think it none we 
desire you wi not. My most Humble Service to Y" Lady & M* Weekes. 

I am Good St Y* most oblig’d Humble Serv* 


4 Aug 1739 P. Joye. 


P.S. Y* Paper is in y® River, but not come to y® Wharf. We are to send again 
a Monday there, when we are told we may expect it. 


Sir 

We have reced your Parcel; but it did not come time enough for us to alter 
(X. 4) as you was mentioning; nor for us to carry off the Plea at (P.a.) taken out of 
2, Le. 220 to (Q.) The Title (C.a.) is since found among the Papers, we had sent to 
the Printers. 

My Brother & I have carried (P.a.) of ye Bringing Deeds into Court to (K.a.) in 
w' Cases they shall remain in Court, & to prevent a Chasm by taking away (P.a.) we 
have turned (N.a. 7) into (O.a.) & the former (O.a.) into (P.a.). (I.a.) is Duplicates 
in Deeds, agreeable to wt you said in y* Letter. 

We have not sent you any Manuscripts &c. because not desired so to do. But 
if you please, we will send ’em, either by the Coachman, or your Clerk, whom, I 
suppose, you will send to Town soon, in order to tell over your Paper. I am to 
acquaint you, that I called a Monday Morning last myself at y® Wharf (to prevent 
Mistakes) & found it just arrived. I paid the Wharfinger, who w? not abate a Farthing 
of Seven Shillings, for y®° Freight & Wharfage; & immediately sent it by water to 
M? Nutt’s w a Letter, (of w“? I keep a Copy) charging him from you not to open 
any of it till further orders. I have since seen him, & he tells me there are three 
Parcels of Paper, but none of ’em marked w* a (C.) or any other Letter. But as one 
of them contains a much less Quantity than either of the other two, I conclude, that 
must be the eight Rhemes of broken Sheets, w*" M* Dummer speaks of in his Lre ; 
& shall accordingly send for that, if you think fit, to my Chambers. 

Please to send w*" all possible speed some more Manuscript; for our Stock is 
just out; & M* Nutt is all of a Sudden in great Haste & sends for a great deal more 
at a time, than he ever used to do. He now resolves (as he tells us) really to print 
off Six Sheets a Week. Though this may cost a little more time & Labour, yet 
notwithstanding I heartily wish, for your sake, to find him as good as his word; but 
from the little Experience we have had of him I very much doubt it. 

A gentleman of our acquaintance was w*" us to Day from Mr. Waller, a Book- 
seller in the Temple-Cloysters by the Corner of Pump Court, to let us know, he is 
desirous of being concerned for you in selling of your Books. I told him, I w4 acquaint 
you w'" it, but that I knew nothing of w* your Intentions were in this respect. It 
seems, by w’ we can hear, that he likewise, as well as M* Walthoe, has a great number 
of M? Danvers’s Sheets lying by upon his hands. 
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My Father sets out for Northamptonshire a Monday. My Brother is well & 
joins w'” me in my respects to M's Viner & yourself, & Iam 
St Y"s wih y® utmost respect 
King’s-Bench Walks Charles Joye 
8 August 1739 


For M? Strahan a Bookseller over against y° Royall Exchange London 
Dear St 

In my Hurry by meeting with many Interruptions I forgot to send Malines w% 
I left in my Dining Room. 

I am quite weary of these Dilatory Proceedings of y® Printers & as Iam Resolved 
not to be imposed upon by y® Booksellers so neither will I by y°® Printers. I have 
sent to stop any further Printing till I am better assur'd w' I am to depend upon & 
y’ I have it in writing. Be so good to let M*™ Nutt y® Elder be call’d upon & told y* 
you would speak with him & then acquaint him with my Resolutions. What 
I proposed to him when we were last together at the Tuns of his sending down 
& printing Here I think would be an advantage to him & a greater to his workmen 
for whom I would find Lodging & ffuell, But to go on as at present I will not, nor will 
I be debarr’d of going to y® Press whenever I may have Occasion. I suppose some 
times they Hire Presses to Help when they are overstock’d. If he thinks fit I will 
give Him a certain summe of Money down for y® Liberty of Printing where I please, 
or I would be glad to know how much per sheet he will allow me to print elsewhere 
for. And yet in either Case if he will afterw®* print for me as Cheap as I may get it 
done elsewhere I would imploy him. But I will have things go on a little smoother 
than they have done or they shall stand stock still, at least till some way can be 
found out (& I think that I have thought of a Way) for restraining em within y® 
proper Bounds of their Patent w*" I believe may be made appear y* they have much 
exceeded and abused. They must excuse me for taking any steps w°”" they force me 
to. I have nothing like ill will to M* Nutt but his brother has trifled with me 
egregiously & I am resolved to take what Care I can of my self without doing 

Injustice to Any. And I am satisfied if they could think wt Method I have concluded 
to take (w® has never been mentioned to any one Person in or about London) they 
would think it Prudent to act more Reasonably ; ffor it will extend much further than 
this affair of mine. I suppose it will one way or other cost me 100% to compleat it 
but if I can compleat it (as I believe I may) I shall not matter it tho it sh* cost me 
twice the Money. My service waits on your Good Sister & please to excuse this 
trouble from S™ Your Humble Serv* 

C. Viner 
12 Aug* 1739 
Please to let me have M? Nutt’s positive Resolutions & at large. 


Dear Sir, Wednesday 15'" Augt 
Yesterday at Strahan’s Shop I saw old Nutt, and discoursed with him, he is 
a confused, half witted Fellow. George does not know what is meant by your saying, 
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‘that You will put a stop to any farther printing till you are better Assured what you 
may depend absolutely upon, and to have it in writing’. You certainly have very 
misterious Usage, I will most readily give you all the Assistance in my power, when 
you are come to a resolution to apply for a licence for printing. Goslin laughs drily 
and says Nutt was very officious in offering to serve the Paper or in recommending 
a Stationer. 

D' Audley being in Yorkshire and D* Andrews declining to Assist the Arbitrators 
the Court of Judicature is suspended till Octo’. They are privately convinced 
I beleive, but whether the Evidence they have is sufficient for them to lay a Mulct is 
the Question. Just now I am pretty well and most sincerely Your Obliged and 
unalterable Hum. Ser. 

Pray honour me with y" Commands. Tho: Lowndes 
(16 August: postmark) 
Sir 

I could not meet w' M* Nutt till yesterday when he told me, that his men now 
understand the Copy & can promise six sheets per week if not stop’d by correcting. 
I’m very sorry for the other occasion of stoping their going on w™ he told me, that 
one of M? Joys was gone to Oxon & the other so ill that he could not proceed in 
correcting. 

As to sending presses & men he says, its impracticable, of w™ he can satisfy you 
at meeting, as likewise the terms for doing some sheets else where, he’ll not differ w® 
you come to town. That you shall [have] all possible security of no more printed 
than you order’d. I went to the Temple this day to know the truth of M* Joys, 
but found no body. As for y™ seeing y™ print, you'll be made easie w™ here, & you 
shall have no cause of complaint, for the men are now so used to the M:S: that they 
can go on smoothly & quick & engage for six sheets per week, if not stop’d by 
correcting, for while the days are long he would willingly have it dispatchd, & every 
thing shall be made to y" Satisfaction. I shall send for the book w* I thought you 
had occasion for in the country. If in anything else I can serve you, freely command 
in hast 

Sir Y* most Obliged humble Serv* 
[Geo. Strahan | 


My sister joyns wt me in service to y* Lady & self. This day arriv’d an Express 
to S* T. Geraldino w* acct of the Assoques ships being safe at St. Andero in Bay of 
Biscay. 


For M* George Strahan over against y° Royall Exchange in Cornhill London 


Dear St 

I rect y"* & thank you. Neither y® Illness of y® Eldest M? Joye (w™ I am 
sorry for) nor y® Journey of y® Younger is y® occasion of stopping. For before y® 
later undertook y® Journey I had sent him word yt I would have y® proof sheets y* 
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were not printed off sent down to me with ye MSS & y* I would not have any thing 
more printed off till knew better w' I was to depend absolutely upon But to be told 
of 12 sheets a week & then of 8 & then promised 6 & at last be put off with about 2 
is very trifling usage & is of a piece with all y° Rest y* I have met with from Young 
Nutt, on whom I will have no Dependence. Iam of y® mind y* there wasa resolution 
to delay me y* nothing of mine sh¢ come out (as Nothing now can) by Mich. Term, & 
at this Rate I may be postpon’d as often as they please unless I can be at a better Cer- 
tainty. I have some further Reason to complain of my Copy being misused & pieces 
broke off but I shall inquire further into that. I think I have Reason enough given 
me to guard against Impositions by over printing & to mislike y® overscrupulousness 
of y® paper for proof sheets of w°" I have such a Quantity flung upon my hands. Iam 
so very indifferent about publishing y® work y* if I cannot be made quite easy I will 
proceed no further. Whence y® Impracticableness of printing Here sh¢ arise I cannot 
imagine. WhenI mention’d this at y® 3 Tuns it was at first that only on y® Question 
of whose Expence it was to be att. Was it not for y® Patent I would not doubt getting 
presses hither in a ffortnight’s time, or where else I had a mind to it. Perhaps if I 
was to propose to find House room some where within y® weekly Bills of Mortality it 
would be answer’d with y* strong objection of being Impracticable. I shall not depend 
upon their Corrector of y® press & therefore shall expect not to allow for that for the 
future; this is not out of a principle of avarice, but as y® Booksellers leave me to run 
all Hazards (& I believe will be ready to multiply ’em as much as possible) it will be 
but Common Prudence to take what Care I can not to suffer in my Interest & my 
Credit at y° same time for want of proper Corrections. Asto Mr. Nutt’s being willing 
to dispatch while the Days were long I think that might have been Considered 
while y® Days were Longer ; I am now kept behind too far to retrieve in time, 
and must therefore be under a Necessity of being at y® trouble & Expence of 
advertizing in relation thereto. M* Nutt y° younger thinks y® work never will be 
printed (as he told me himself) if so, it might be prudent for ’em to take a summe of 
Money in hand for their Licence & then they will be on y® Sure Side. What would 
they say to 3 score or perhaps 4 score Pounds? Less money than that would probably 
do at another place. If I go any further in this Undertaking it shall be (as I said in 
my former) upon an Assurance (in writing) of w’ I may absolutely depend upon, w° is 
meant in regard to what goes before. Mr. Lowndes (to whom I shall write again soon, 
but in y® meantime please to give him my service with Thanks for his Ire) remembred 
me to explain that to you. My wife (whoI thank God is now something better) joins 
in Compliments to Mt Strahan & your self & M* Lowndes with 
S' Your most humble serv? 


19 Aug* 1739 Cy Viner 


Favour me with your answer at leisure. I hope M* Nutt jun™ has not since 
Tuesday last printed off any thing more nor will do so till further orders. Iam always 
in earnest in w' I say or meddle with. Be so good to keep my letters, but let 
M* Lowndes see this. 
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London Aug* 23% 1739 

Sir 

M* Lownds & I went wt M* Nutt to 3 Tunns this day & settled so far as you'll 
agree to, that he shall print 8 or 10 sheets per week if not hinder’d by y* corrections, 
if the sheets are soon return’d, & no riders or references in any distant sheets to stop 
them, that you shall be at Liberty to give 20 sheets to any other house you think fitt 
at 2s. 6d. per sheet. He ask’d 5s.: but Mr. Lownds offer’d 2s. 6d. That all the wast 
sheets or overplus shall be deliver’d to you, that the Outsides quires w™ lye on y* 
hands shall be taken off, & allow’d for. That no more have nor shall be printed than 
one thousand, that he shall make all possible dispatch to retrive the lost time, that all 
care shall be took of the Copy, but going into different compositors hands it cannot be 
avoided. It shall be dispatch’d as fast as y’ friends can read the proofs. He seems 
very desireous of dispatch now they are masters of the hand, w°" they were not at first. 
As to a House in the country, He says ’tis Impracticable, because such variety of 
types, & the men would be so negligent, that they would not work but as they list of 
w he would convince you at meeting. He’s sure you & He will agree better next 
meeting. You'll excuse this hasty scrawl, having been oft interrupt’d, but was willing 
to send this night what pass’d to save what time we can. What further orders you 
send, shall be carefully observ’d by 

Sir Your most humble Serv* 
Geo: Strahan 


25° Aug* 1739 
My good Friend 
Straghan, Nutt and I met on Wednesday last. Nut says he could print Twelve 
sheets a week was your Copy plain, but not less than six sheets (unless hindred by 
the Intricacy of the Copy) you may depend upon. We had much talk about the 
Twenty sheets to be printed whereever you please w™ is agreed to if you approve, 
and I was made the conditional Instrument. You are to pay Two Shillings and Six- 
pence per sheet (he asked Five Shil.) but then he is to deliver up all the wast sheets, 
and neither He, the Corrector or any other Person are to have a Fee Book, w® (it 
seems) they usually demand. George says I have not done amiss but his Commenda- 
tions I much suspect, I did all I could to do better. I proposed paying him for the 
Liberty, but that Nut refused, he said you had talk’d of 400 or 500 pounds. Iam 
with much truth Dt? Sir 
Your most Obed*t & most faithful Serv* 
Tho. Lowndes 


For M* George Strahan a Bookseller over against the Royall Exchange London 


Dear S* 


I rect yrs of y® 234 Instant & am obliged to Mt Lowndes & You for your Trans- 
actions with M* Nutt. But if I proceed I must be made quite easy, w I cannot be 
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if I must be concerned with y® Brother & if my Copy is to expect no better usage. 
How can any man tell whether y® References are truly put in when they do not appear 
in y® Copy in y® first writing. It would be a most vexatious & tedious thing to be 
examining y°® Books over again & it is what I shall not do; and as you tell me from 
him y* by y® Copy going into Different Compositors hands y® tearing it cannot be 
avoided, it behoves, me to take y® Utmost Care to prevent so great a Mischief & w 
may be as it were irretrievable ; tho for my own part I s'4 think y* any y® least Care 
would prevent it, but I fear y' No Care is taken about it. As to their taking off y® 
outside Quires flung upon my hands I shall not ask any such favour of them, But 
shall expect to be less Churlishly treated about ’em for y® future if I proceed. As for 
y® retrieving y° lost time by 8 or 10 sheets a week they must needs know y* even y® 
utmost Number, if fully comply’d with, will not do it; Besides after so great a Baulk 
I cannot desire Gentlemen to stay in London y® whole summer to wait upon persons 
so Dilatory tho probably not without a Reason, and as for my sending up so much 
Copy at a time to be liable to abuses & Manglings I am determined (since y® above 
Caution by you from M* Nutt) not todoit. Besides when they come into some part 
about Io sheets forwarder I am satisfied y* unless y° Young Gentlemen (to whom I 
sd have given full Instructions & pretty large ones) or my self were not only in Town 
but even at y° Compositor’s elbow, he would not know how to proceed Certainly & 
Exactly till he sh4 be got thro’ that one Head, w** might have been got thro’ before 
this time had it not been for these avoidable Delayes. My proposing to print Here was 
in a great Measure for Dispatch w*® you say M? Nutt is desirous of & I think I sh 
have taken as much Care to prevent y® workmen’s Negligence as Young M* Nutt’s being 
with ’em from 10 in y® Morning to 6 in y® afternoon. I shall be as glad to agree with 
M® Nutt as you tell me he saies we shall at next meeting. But I will not be Imposed 
upon nor will I be off my Guard when y® person from whom I may fear an attack 
bids me stand upon it. 

There were some other things mentioned in my last w™ are taken no Notice of & 
w°} J imagine is owing to y® many Interruptions you had in your writing as about y® 
Correcting y® press w*" as I find a necessity of doing by my self or ffriends I shall 
expect a proportionable abatem! for and also about a House within y® weekly Bills of 
Mortality if this place will not do, ffor Ido much apprehend Mistakes & Errors if my 
self or some one whom I can freely send my Directions to, be not always ready at 
Hand, and I must consider my Credit as well as my Pocket, both w™ may suffer 
by want either of Care or Judgm*. And sh‘ I see any thing pretty Gross I could not 
content my self without printing it over again. By being so near at Hand I may like- 
wise see yt my Copy may be better used & if any Necessity sh* be to supply any 
accident at once before anything is torn off & lost & to prevent either wrong entries 
or omissions. I see not how an objection can reasonably be made to this. Some 
thing else was mentioned but my paper remembers me to conclude this present trouble 
with my service to M? Lowndes & all friends from S™ Your most humble serv‘ 

26 Aug* 1739 GC; Viner 


262 CHARLES VINER’S GENERAL ABRIDGMENT 


For M* Lowndes to be left at the Rainbow Coffee House near y® Temple 


London 
eat: 

I have y® favour of y™ of 25" & am much obliged to you for Interesting Your 
self so much in the affair of mine with a parcel of Tricksters who would cheat me one 
way or other if they could, & if I cannot get it upon a New Foot either of having y® 
work go on at my Elbow in y® Country or at least in London I am inclined to think 
they will do it, if I proceed, unless a Licence can be obtained w™ must be done (if at 
all) upon suggestions of y® Ill uses they make of their Patent by Extortion &c. & y* 
they will not suffer any thing to come out tho of ever so Generall use but upon y*® most 
Unreasonable Terms &c. As to what Nutt saies of 400 or 5001 it is an Invention of 
their own, ffor I never said or thot of any such thing & I think had I been ffool enough 
to have ment? such asumme they would have been much greater ffools to have refus’d 
it. I told y® Young one indeed one Day in a passion, when in right of my Teeth he 
would still be printing upon his own paper, if I would sooner spend 500! than be 
trick’d, when we were together at y® 3 Tuns y® Day before I left London y* Young 
one gave an Instance of being ready to deny what was true & I believe he will be as 
Ready to say what is Not so & therefore I have done with him. We were talking of 
y® Intricacy of y° Copy. I remember’d him if I offered to come to y® Savoy & direct 
‘em, he deny’d it as long as he could. As to y® Corrector he would very little deserve 
a ffee Book ffor he Confounds rather than Corrects & must not be depended upon; & 
if he is not to be depended upon I see no use there is of him. Anew Act of Parl. for 
y® further Incouragem’ of Learning by further securing to Authors & their Grantees 
y° Benefit of their Copies in preventing y® ffrauds &c. of y® printers &c. might be coock’d 
up so as to bridle ’em a little & I have made one step towards y® getting something 
of that kind bro* into ye House next sessions & will not spare for some Expence to 
carry itifIcan. If y® getting a Licence may be feasible I would rather give any one 
too to answer his trouble & Expences of offices &c. than give these Harpies 60! & 
would be glad to have it done by any one in Trust for me upon those Terms. I hope 
you continue pretty well & am most Heartily 

Dear S* Your most obliged serv* 
28 Augs’ 1739 C. Viner 


London Augst. 29* 1739 

Sir 
I show’d y"* to M* Lownds & M® Nutt this afternoon & both send service to you. 
M* Nutt promises all possible care of the Copy, but for dispatch it must be cutt to be 
put to be in different hands, & no accident has yet happen’d. He’s sorry so much 
time islost. His complyance to let 20 sheets be printed elsewhere, he supposes a suffi- 
cient Guard. As to the correcting part, he’ll demonstrate to y" self the necessity of 
it, or not to be allow’d for it. He thinks he has yielded all that can be desired. The 
20 sheets whereever you please, & ’tis his Interest to take care of the Copy, that no 
lett be to the work. I believe what you'll draw up in writeing for y* further security will 
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not be refus’d. But as toasumm for the whole work elsewhere he could condescend 
upon. These are what were omitted in my last, thro hurry & Interruptions, being 
willing to lose no time made me send the last so confused. Many times I cannot 
revise what I write, w°* I know you'll excuse in 
Sir Y* most humble serv*® 
Geo: Strahan 


M* Joye was expected in town from Northamptonshire last night. The jun" is 
very well again. 


Sst 
The Papers sent last to M* Viner by W™ Page was—Vid’. 
12 bundles of y® best 
4 bund: broken (what we Caule Cashé marked w® a C) 

By Mr? Viner letter this 4 bundles are as yet Missen if he pleases to send to y° 
Warfe were they was landed they Warfinger may give an Accot what Papers W™ 
Page deliured 

By MT? Viner letter he Complaine there was some wanting on y? first parcels sent 
up I doe assure you S™I know nothing of this w* I'l inquire further into it. M* Viner 
may not be well acquainted w*® our Custume. Euery Rem has two outside quire w 
are broken & those broken quire wee putt noe more than 20 sheets for y® quire. 

I have now 8 bale containing 80 bund. if you pleases I'l ship them next Munday 
w' some other goods for M? Grosvenor I have about 20 Rem of M® Viner papers to 
gett ready w° will be 180 Rem made since he had y? last. 

I haue made a 4 Rem more this Week I beliue I shall make 48 Rem more next 
Week w“ will be as much I can doe till Ican gett more rags for that purpose. I should 
be glad to know how more he must haue made w® this mark w' due respects & am 

St Y* Most humble &c. obeid. ser* 
Up Mills first Sep. 1739. C. Roussillon 


For M* George Strahan Bookseller over against the Royall Exchange London 


Wears" 

I rec y"s of 29" last Month but perceive by it y' you have adjorn’d answering 
Mine to Your next, w" I sh‘ be glad to have as soon as may be. Iam desirous of 
Dispatch as much as M? Nutt can be but I will be made Easy & secure if I proceed 
& will have no Dependence onhis Brother. The Correcting y® Corrections has never 
given any Delay, the Proof sheets having been return’d within 2 Hours after their 
being brot & y* without giving any trouble of sending for them. What is said about 
taking Care of y® Copy & y® severall Compositors hands it goes thro’, is trifling. Pray 
how many Compositors are required to print off 2 sheets a Week? Besides by w’ y® 
Brother alwayes said it never pass’d y® hands of more than One, As to drawing 
up any thing in writing I know not w way to go about it till something is agreed 
upon, I shall be not at all uneasy if I do not proceed; & if I do proceed, I will (as 

Mm 
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I said above) be made secure & easy. I shall be ready to do what is reasonable as to 
so much as is printed agreeable to my Directions. You say—‘as to a summe for y°® 
whole work elsewhere he could condescend upon ’—I apprehend you mean y* he will 
not come in to it. But pray what could he mean by saying y* I had mentioned 4oo! 
or 500!? I never mention’d any such summe but in telling his Brother I would sooner 
spend such a summe than be imposed upon. And Iam still of y° same Mind; but to 
give any such summe for w* he would apply it to I am not so great a ffool to offer it 
& I think he cannot be thot a little one if he has refus’d it. Iam fully perswaded y* 
these Disputes will add no advantages to y® Patentees but be y® Consequences what 
they will, no one can blame me for taking every Justifiable step I can think of to 
prevent my being defrauded of y® Benefit of my Labour & my Money w** I am to 
expend in publishing it. They may get Money enough by my Means Honestly & Easily 
if I can be made safe by ’em, if not, it will [be] their Own fault. This I believe you 


will think enough at present from 
Dear St Your very humble serv‘ 


24 Sept’ 1739 C. Viner 


London 7 4 1739 
Sir 
I’m afraid by y™ last to me that mine has miscarry’d by directing Hants thro 
hurry. InmineI wrote you what pass’d, & that M*™ Nutt agreed to all was propos’d to 
him except takeing a summ for the whole, w he hop’d would make you easie, being 
desireous to doe what he can to that end. I can’t tell what I have omitted answering 
in y*’, only in general M? Nutt promises to make everything to y™ content. WhatIcan 


contribute to it, you may freely command. 
Sir Your most humble Serv* 


Geo: Strahan 


If I have omitted any particular wherin you desire further security, let me know, 
& Pll endeavour all I can. 


For Mr. George Strahan Bookseller over against the Royall Exchange London 


Dear St 

I have rec* y"* of y® 4 but a former answer to w'I mention’d in my other letters 
is not yet come to hand. The surest Direction will alwayes be to leave out Hants. 
By your present lre you say M* Nutt agreed to all was proposed to him Except 
taking a summe for y° whole, so that I apprehend y* every thing else w°* I mentioned 
in any of my Ires is consented to by M* Nutt, among w*" (& wis one of y® things 
w" I had not before rec’ any answer to) was that of printing at some House to be 
found out within the Weekly Bills. Another thing was about taking a Rate per sheet 
& how much to print elsewhere w*" is not excluded by y® words of your last. There 
might be some other things w‘* have escaped my Memory at present & w*" they might 
y® more easily do, having been obliged to write all my lres to you & M' Lowndes 
in avery great Hurry. I am much obliged to you Both for y® trouble you have had 
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in this affair, but I sh¢ be glad (if it would not be to your Prejudice in your Business) 
y* your leisure would permit you to be a little more Explicite. Iam called upon so 
must conclude 

St Your very humble serv* 


9 Sept? 1739 C. Viner 


178 Sept"i1739 
Dear Sir 

Miserable ill health has prevented Me answering yours of the 28* of the last 
sooner, which I here inclose because you seem to want it. All that I know is this 
of Nutt and Strahan. They pretended when I was present (of which I formerly 
acquainted you) that you had agreed for the price per sheet. My Busynesse was to 
know what he would take for the Liberty of letting you print where you pleased, w™ 
Liberty he flattly refused. Then for the Check-sheets they were left for me to manage, 
George forcing me into it, tho’ I would most willingly have served you had I under- 
stood what I was about. You was permitted to print whereever you pleased Twenty 
Sheets, and the Price I agreed for if you approved. 

It will be impossible to obtain an assignable Licence and your Merit added to the 
Suggestions you mentioned must be the moving Cause. The Fees are doubled by a 
Trick of w I will inform you when Isee you. I will most readily go about it when 
you come toa Resolution. You know a Referrence to the Attorney and Solicitor 
Generall will be the first Step, before whom Nutt will pretend to be heard. Iam glad 
you have nothing but Hurry to complain of. I conclude from thence M** Viner is well 
to whom pray my best Complements. I am with great truth 

Sir Your most Obliged and most Obedient humble Serv* 
Tho: Lowndes. 


For M' George Strahan over against y® Royall Exchange in Cornhill London 


Dear S* 
If your late long silence is not occasioned by some IIIness after so much bad weather 


I shall be y° better satisfied. As to what answer y° Patentees will vouchsafe me to my 
Questions 3 times Repeated I am under not y® least Concern about it & let it be Yes 
or No I care not, only would know y® One or y® Other. I intend nothing but what is 
ffair & if they intend y® like, I think they would descend from Generals to Particulars. 
The very proposing to me some time since my sending up a Dra‘ I took to be an Instance 
of their sharpness then, & I think it not y® less so now. I find I havea large Quantity 
of Paper sent directed to M™ Nutt Contrary to my orders given a Considerable time 
since. I sent immediately to stop it if not too late, & w" Idoubt it was. Beso good 
to let some body tell M" Nutt y* it is by a great Mistake & y* ifany comes to the Savoy 
I desire it may be ordered back in y® same Cart (without any unloading) to M* Joye’s 
Chambers in y® King’s Bench Walks in y® Temple. They are at Aldershott & as soon 
as I have your answer they will write to the Bed-maker to be Ready to take it in if it sh@ 
come. Ido not find I shall have any Difficulty of Disposing of it sh¢ I stop where I am 
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for reasons mentioned in my former lres. I am afraid M* Lowndes is Il] by my not 
having heard from him a great while & tho’ I wrote lately tohim. It has been mentioned 
to me yt M® Walthoe gave an allowance of 5° per sheet to y® Patentees for his Liberty 
to print elsewhere. Pray Did you ever Hear of any such thing & if you did, Can you 
perswade your self to believe it? Iam sure I do not, & were it true, it sh¢ never be 
a Precedent forme. Youcannot think but I have Cautions enough given me to be upon 
my Guard & it shall never be said y* I have taken Great Pains to injure my own Cir- 
cumstances & becomea Prey to Patentees. I have lately had an assurance of Great 
ffriendship, but of what use all my friends can or will be tome time only must discover 
but whether my work ever appears in Print or Not is (as I told you often) very Indifferent 
to me & if it does not while I am living it is very likely y* it never will after my Death. 


I am tho in very great Hast 
S™ Your very humble Serv* 


13. Sept®.£739 C. Viner 


Pray mind to leave (Hants) out of your Directions. 

Qu? If y® forgetting y* has not lost me another lre ? 

London 7™ 224 1739 
Sir 

On Rec? of y™ last I sent to M™ Nutt ab’ the Cart w’ paper who sent to the 
Savoy, but none was come there. A note was left to send it, w" it came to M* Joyes, 
to whom my humble service. 

I have been out of order & did not see M™ Nutt till yesterday w™ delay’d my 
writing. He declares he always design’d all fair dealing & on as reasonable terms as 
can be desired. He supposes nothing will be done till your return. 

As to M? Waltho’s purchasing a Liberty, he never did, but he did an 8%° Law 
Book, without it, & promised satisfaction, w°" he did not give, therfor the Pattentees 
reprinted his Book, w° they sold at prime cost, & spoilt his. I show’d y™’ to Mt 
Lownds, who has been ill, as he is often. As to printing within the Bills of Mortality 
M? Nutt told M* Lownds & me, he was willing you should the 20 sheets, & the allow- 
ance per sheet should not break squares though he ask’d 5 sh: of w I wrote you 
before what pass’d then. 

I’m sorry ther’s so much time lost, for it might have gone on & these adjusted 
before the vol: had been finish’d, at y™ return. 

I hope y* Lady is perfectly & you continue well y™ self. Did my Letter come at 
last, wrong directed thro hurry. If in any thing else I can serve you freely command. 
Yesterday a proclamation was 
publish’d for the Parliament to meet Sir Your most humble serv* 
on the 15" g** for business Geo: Strahan 


London 7*¥ 26 1739 
Sir 

This afternoon I rect y"s, & revised all y" former for y™ Queries, w°" you did not 
repeat. I find one, if the Pattentees would allow you to choose any printing House 
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w'in the Bills of Mortality. 24 How much per sheet they demanded, or what summ 
they would take for liberty to print the whole elsewhere. These I think are what you 
desire to know. I found out M* Nutt wout loss of time, & ask’d these Questions. 
To the 18 he (w' consent of the others if obtain’d, tow™ he has not communicated 
these) is willing you imploy any house you will. 24 He desires to know if you'd 
allow 5 or 6°" per sheet & to the 31 He can say nothing till the 1%* Vol: is finish’d. 
He says none can do it more correct nor expeditiously than he will. As to the 20 
sheets, you mention within the Bills of Mortality, ’tis what M™ Lownds propos’d 
should be done else where as a checque on them, w* Nutt agreed to, where you 
would, allowing so much per sheet. I hope these are distinct answers. I shall be 
glad to serve you in this or any thing else, that is the power of 

We are like to have as great a struggle Sir Your most humble serv*® 

ab? Ld May? as formerly abt Chamberlain. Geo: Strahan 


My humble service to y’ Lady & both M™ Joyes. The Family continues at Acton. 
This had been sent last night, but had not gott the Answ' abt M™ Maynes Insurance, 
w* was made last Lady day for 15001, 


For M* George Strahan over against the Royall Exchange London. 
eat 

Y*S is come to hand & am sorry You have been out of Order But as yet I have 
no answer. I hope my Questions have Nothing Treasonable in them: I think I need 
not Repeat them, since they will appear very Plain on perusall of my former Ires, 
w* J desired you to keep. I shall only add y* if Nothing is concluded upon before 
my return Nothing can be done upon it. For if I proceed I must attend y® Press 
both to direct y® Compositor & prevent Erratas w° ye Corrector at y® Press some- 
times makes even Contrary to y® Copy, & in such Case I would send up all my Law 
Books & print off y® first Volume as fast as possible, as from 8 to 20 sheets a week. 
The Intricacy of y® Copy is pretended (tho’ I look upon that as a Pretence only & lam 
sure it is made much Plainer than when you repeatedly assur’d me it was plain enough) 
as an Excuse for their Dallying with me & printing off only about a Quarter part of 
what I was promised per week, & according to which I might have a Volume Dispatch’d 
by about Xtmass 12 Month. What y°® true private Reasons of this are I do not think 
it worth while to trouble my self much about & I am determined to proceed no further 
under such Disappointments & Hazards. M* Nutt may always have design’d all 
ffair Dealing as you mention from him but I am sure I have reason to refuse taking 
his Brother’s Word, & I am Resolved not to take it. 

I only desire such Answers as any person of good sense would upon perusing my 
Questions and y® Answers to ’em judge to be Direct & full, w"" I believe no body can 
think ’em to have been Hitherto. I believe I have rec* all your lres but all slide 
besides y°® Questions, w*" were very Plain & could not be mistaken without some Art 
& Pains, what y® 20 sheets have to do with y® Weekly Bills I cannot apprehend. 
Your expression was y' M? Nutt agreed to every thing proposed. I appeal to my 
letters to ascertain y® Proposals. M* Nutt will excuse me if I think y* Evasive 
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Indirect answers are no Indications of an Intention to Deal fairly & therefore I desire 
a Categoricall answer from him to 
29 Sept’ 1739 S* Your very humble Serv* 

C. Viner 


Be so good to let some body at leisure inquire at y® Sun ffire office whether some 
Houses in Castle Street in ffarnham belonging to M™ Mayne are kept Insured. 
If the above matter is not settled very soon I shall not be in London till just before 


y® Term, but shall send up an Advertisem*’. 
London 8 5 1739 


Sir 

On Rect of y™* I sent to M? Nutt, who not calling, I went to his house, & left word 
for him. This evening he call’d on me, when I further pressed him on the former 
head. He told me he had consulted the others concern’d with him, & would allow 
no more than twenty sheets to be printed elsewhere, but did believe nothing would be 
agreed on till meeting, w°? I hope will be soon. This is all from in hast 

Sir Your most humble serv* 
Geo: Strahan. 

For M’ Strahan over against the Royall Exchange London. 
Dear St 

Y's of y® 5 I rec4 by w* I plainly see yt M* Nutt by his Generall Complyance 
to every thing proposed to him (as your lre expressed it some time since) intended 
only to amuse me. And so I take y® putting off agreemt till Meeting to be. My last 
Proposall is intirely to his advantage if nothing but fair Dealing is intended & if y® 
Contrary is, it shall never take Place, if any way can be found out to avoid it, but if 
not I will Rest as I am with a Resolution (according to my present thos) y* y® Work 
shall sleep till some such way may offer. My Coming to Town sooner or later depends 
onan Agreem' or No Agreem'. In y?® first Case I sh¢ send up my Books, in y® other 
Not, ffor I am determined to Correct y® Press if I sh¢ proceed, & to do Nothing unless 
they are at Hand, and without a Coming into the Proposall I will not dance y™ from 
Hence. I am likewise determined to make No Agreem* at any future Meeting, nor 
do I intend to give any. I presume y® Meaning of my last lré was plain enough 
about a House to print in & restoring y® 20 sheets to y® Gross of y® Work, tho’ hitherto 
there has been great Industry & Art used to overlook & not answer. I think it is now 
about 2 Months since I have been trying to get a Positive direct answer & I find 
my self now in y®° very same place I was in at y® first. I am not quite Resolved on y® 
Day for setting out Hence but I think of Returning soon till some matter w° I intend 
to bring upon y® Tapis shall be Ripe for Action, & then to set out again for London. 


Iam 
S' Your very humble 


8 Oct" 1739 serv’ C, Viner 


Good St 
My Brother returns you thanks for the favour of y’ Lre, & is in pretty good 
health at present. 
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Before we rec’ y*® M* Nutt call’d upon me to know wt Day he sh!‘ send y® paper. 
I appointed y® next day, & he accordingly sent it & we are in possession of it viz' 
What is printed off, & some few printed Proof sheets, & the Blank Paper. Mr Nutt 
told me a Joiner w’ come in about a fortnight to pack it up to be sent down. If so, 
I sh? be glad to know, whether you w? have what is printed off sent down as well as 
the Blank Paper, but I suppose you wé not, because it must come up here again to be 
Bound. 

I am glad to find you have furnish’d out so much out of W™’ Rep. & hope by 
this time you have proceeded further in them & likewise that you are settled in yt 
resolution whether to go on w' (A.) immediately, or not. 

My Father, &c. are going to Acton for the rem’ of y° summer. 

Pray present our humble service y" Lady & to M™ Weekes. 

I am, Good S* Y* most oblig’d humble Serv* 
K. B. Walks 25 July 1740 P. Joye 


I beg to hear when you are begun printing, tho’ I can’t pretend to hope it yet. 


Whereas Charles Viner of Aldershott in the County of Southampton Esquire Hath this 
Day agreed to pay to me the Summe of Seven Shillings a Sheet for my part of the 
Compositor’s Work in preparing his Law Works for being printed off and hath also 
agreed to give me the further Summe of ffifty Pounds when the same shall be all 
printed off for my Extraordinary Care and trouble in Overseeing and directing the 
said Business and Workmen and taking Care of the Types or Letters and other 
Materials relating to the finishing the said Works Nowin Consideration of his paying 
and giving as aforesaid I do hereby promise to oversee and direct the said Business 
and Workmen and to take Care of the same and of the Types or Letters and other 
Materials relating to the Printing the said Works As Witness my Hand this Twelfth 
Day of December One Thousand Seven Hundred and fforty 

Witness W™ Lee 

John Minshaw 


Good Sir 

We receiv’d the favour of yours of last Tuesday, & are glad to find by it, that 
your people are all busy in carrying on y™ work. 

The Policy of Insurance mention’d in my Brother’s letter isexecuted ; Viz‘ in the 
Sun Fire Office, to the value of 400! upon your Printed Books & Printed Sheets, for 
one Year. He has y® Policy deliver’d to him, & will take all possible care of it. 

I heard to day from a Gentleman, who s@ he had it from M* Bacon himself, that 
another Volume of y° New Abridgment (for there are to be two more) is intended 
to be out y® next Term. 

Please to present my humble service to y" Lady and M* Weekes. 

I am Good Sir Your most oblig’d humble serv* 
Kings B. Walks. 16 July 1741 P. Joye 


My Brother desires to be remember’d 
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kd gee 
PO ReB rag ale 


(VOL. XIII, 1741/2) 


The Commencement of this Work was with the present Century, at which Time I was 
admitted a Member of the Honourable Society of the Middle-Temple, and attended, 
as a Student, the Courts of Westminster. After the coming out of the first Volume 
of Mr. Danvers’s Abridgment, (that most curious and exact Work) I began to slacken 
in proceeding with my Own, and being under some Apprehensions of having injured 
my Health by a very close Application, I retired into the Country, and for some Years 
wholly laid aside prosecuting my Undertaking without intermedling with Business of 
Law, unless in preventing and compromising Differences among Neighbours, and 
others applying to me, at some Expence to my self but none to them. At length 
I resolved to revise what I had before gone thro’ with, and Mr. Danvers’s second 
Volume being then come Abroad, laid it down as a Rule to examine, whatever came 
in my Way, with Mr. Danvers, so faras he had gone, and to enter Nothing in my own 
which I found in him, intending my own only as a Supplement to his, or his only as a 
Supplement to my own Collections; and in that View, before I entered upon the 
having my own Collections transcribed, I struck out many I had before made, and 
for that Reason only, that I found the same under the like Titles in him. The like 
Method I took afterwards with Mr. Welson on the coming out of his Abridgment, 
thinking it then sufficient for my private Satisfaction, if I might have a ready resort 
to any Place, for what I might desire to find; having never entertained any Thoughts 
of making Publick my own Collections, till after the coming out of Mr. Nelson’s and 
the Title (Error) of Mr. Danvers’s. By this Method I observed many Cases in Mr. 
Nelson not taken out with that Care and Exactness which Mr. Dazvers had done, and 
therefore either abridged the same, or added in the Margin some Mark or Memoran- 
dum by way of Caution, that it was not to be depended upon, or interlined what I 
thought was omitted, and made some other Marks for what he had added of his own, 
and which was not to be found in the Original Book cited by him as his Authority. 
As for Mr. Shephard’s Abridgment I have scarcely ever looked into it, but having 
occasionally examined Mr Hughes's find him in a Manner wholly transcribed by Mr. 
Nelson, sometimes with little or no Variation, and if any it is by way of disguise only, 
sometimes exchanging one Error for another, supplying very few Imperfections, 
correcting as few Mistakes found in his Original, and sometimes, by mistaking Mr. 
Hughes, making some Errors where none were before; so that a literal Transcribing 
had perhaps been better. Had Mr. Nelson duly considered this before his Publica- 
tion of his Luzwich, he would have been more decent in his Remarks on the Work of 
that great and valuable Person so much his Superior, and who had been dignified with 
the Honour of being a /udge. 
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OF LAW AND EQUITY I 


My Lord Roll, whose Abridgment is my Text, has supplied the greatest Part 
thereof out of the Year Books, those rich Mines of the Law, and out of which those 
other Great Men Lord Fitzherbert and Brooke drew so much valuable Ore, which 
afterwards Lord Coke, in his /nstitutes, melted into Ingots, and which, with some 
little refining and purifying, have since become the current and precious Coin of the 
Common Law. While those Books were the only Magazines, or Repositories of the 
Law, the Profession was in great Esteem; There was then no Ebb or Poverty of 
legal Knowledge, but the Tides of Law rolled High. The industrious Students 
resorted thither for their Burthen, which both inriched themselves, and would, no 
doubt, have done the like by their Posterity, had not they, like prodigal and thought- 
less Heirs, neglected or squandered away, what their Predecessors or Ancestors had 
amassed for them. The name of Plowden ought to be reverenced by every Professor 
of the Law, and after him Lord Coke merits their great Thanks. But so unfortunate 
were these Great Men in the extraordinary Pains they took to serve the Profession, 
that their Labours may perhaps, by an unnatural Consequence and Accident, have, in 
too many Instances, occasioned Ignorance instead of Improvement. In this Respect 
Sciences may be compared to Bodies natural, as that, which by a right Use and Appli- 
cation would not nourish only, but strengthen, may, by an Abuse, be converted into 
Poison, and destroy that which it was intended to preserve. And thus Adridgments, 
according to their different Use, well necessarily have very different and contrary 
Effects and Operations, either of doing much Good or much Harm. The Study of 
the Law is a very long Journey, and the Roads not the plainest, in which they 
may serve as Posts and Mercuries to direct the Students in their Way, but ought not 
by any Means to be considered as their Journey’s End, or Place of their last Resort 
and Residence. 

In a Work of so great Extent as that, of which this is a Part, it cannot be 
expected, but that many J/zstakes may be found, notwithstanding the utmost Care ; 
and a great Part thereof having been several times transcribed by other Hands, the 
Transcribers may well be supposed to have varied sometimes from the Original, and 
so to have made Errors where they found none ; whereas, on the other Hand, it is not 
to be imagined, that any Original Errors, especially in the References to Books, out 
of which any Case or Point is cited to be taken, should be thereby corrected. 

The Reader desired to take Notice, that the Placita, cited out of Lord Brooke's 
Abridgment, are Number’d as found iz the largest Edition in Folio, there being some- 
times Variances between the Numbring or Figuring the Pleas in that and the other 
Editions, whereas those other Editions vary but in few Instances from each other. 

The Reader is [also] desired to take Notice, that where any Book ts cited containing 
such and such References, or where it is said, that the Book cites so and so, this Author 
is not answerable for the Truth of such Citations or References, he not being in such 
Cases any otherwise concerned than to mention them, as the Book does. 

The remaining Part of the Work will be printed off by three Volumes in a Year 
till the whole be publish’d. 

(The xext Volume, which is now in the Press, will be published the very Beginning 

Nn 
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of next Michaelmas Term And the remaining Part of the Work will be printed off by 
3 Volumes in a Year, without any Intermission till the whole Work be published.) 


(This paragraph is concealed by a slip of paper pasted over it.) 


Dear S* 
My Brother returns You thanks for y* Lré & both of us have considered the 


contents of it concerning y® Booksellers as well as we cou’d. As to offering them 
better terms than they have already in order to make them more hearty in the sale of 
y® books, it might possibly hurt the credit of the work by discovering any doubt of 
the success of it. At least it seems to be an expedient which one w! not use till there 
is an absolute necessity for it; w*" can’t well appear, till You have try’d what 
demand there may be the first week or ten days of the Term at least; For as Your 
Book was not publish’d till a week, I believe in the Vacation (a more dead time than 
even the long Vacation, upon account of y° Holydays w™ most people spend in the 
country) it has hitherto had no trial. However if You think it better to make any 
proposals to the Trade, we shall be very glad to be employ’d in that or any thing else, 
which can be of service to You. 

My Brot & all join in our best resp** to Y'self, Y" Lady, & M* Weekes . . . [con- 
tinues about leases] 

Y? most oblig’d humble serv* 

Kings B. Walks. 16 JanY 1741/2 P. Joye 


eatios 

I have received the fav" of yours of the 11 instant, as my Brother did likewise 
yours of the 18 in answer to his of the 9 instant. I did intend, as you are pleas’d 
to observe, to intimate to you my thoughts that something further was necessary to be 
done to push on y® Sale of y" Books. What method ought to be taken, I did not 
presume to advise; excepting only that I thought if you were to trust a quantity of 
Gatherings in the hands of Worrall, Hawkins, &c., accounting to you for ’em in y® 
same manner as York does to you, it might disperse ’em the more. As to y" proposal 
of allowing five Shillings instead of Three Shillings per sett to the Trade, I must own, 
it appear’d to mea great deal too much; at least tilla week had passed in the Term, 
w might make great odds: & accordingly my Brother writ you both our opinions on 
y°® subject; which I find by y’ last Lré to be y* opinion likewise. But since my 
Brother writ, we have been consulting with Worral & York & they are both strongly 
perswaded that it w’ be too great a hazard to let a week pass in y® Term without 
taking some method for securing the Sale; that y° Term w® soon slip away & 
therefore no Time ought to be lost, & upon considering every thing, my Brother and 
I are perswaded that you will abundantly make yourself amends by the quick sale for 
any loss you can sustain by the allowance that you proposed ; Two Shillings extra- 
ordinary in a Set being at most but a Hundred Pounds deduction for y® whole 
Thousand of each Volume. For these Cons’ notwithstanding our former opinion, 
your Letter to my Brother not being then received, we came to a Resolution (upon 
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the authority you gave us to act according to y® best of our Discretion) to send word 
to M* Stagg in Westm? Hall that you w! allow him 2s. extraordinary (that is 5s. 
in y° whole) per Sett upon taking off Six Setts; tho I think you mention 4 Setts in 
y* Letter of y® 11" instant. The Consequence has been in y® space of no more than 
two Days that M* Stagg has taken & paid M* York for Six Setts & M* Worral has 
paid for another Six. However I am under no small uneasiness in taking this Step 
since I have read y* letter to my Brother; & shall be very impatient for a line from 
you either to stop the selling any more at this rate, (w°* I fear cannot well be done 
now) or to justify what has been done. For my own part I cannot but think it for 
your advantage ; since y® matter seems now as it were on a certainty of Success, & 
you will be able to repair any loss in this respect by making the Profession, as you 
was saying, pay for it in y' next Volumes. I had nosmall pleasure to see y™ Books at 
Staggs shop this morning in Westm? Hall & know of sev! of my acquaintance that say 
they will have ’em. I have disposed of one for you myself today. My best Services 
& respects attend M'* Viner M* Weekes & y’self. Iam 


Ks B. Walks D? Sir Y* most obliged he Servant 
23% JanY 1741/2 Charles Joye 
Dear oir 


I have been favour? with yours & with the Copy of y" intended Advertisement : 
As to y° first part of w°" there can be no doubt, but that it is highly proper & necessary 
to assure the Publick by all possible means of the works being compleated in MSS. 
though I have already taken some Care in that particular already by adding a few 
words more to your old Advertisement to that purpose, & w** you mention of Gentle- 
mens being at liberty to look upon y® work must, I think, be of great use in convincing 
’em that it is finish’d. As to y® Subscription (w°* I think you have mention® in two 
or three former Lres, & I don’t know how I come to pass over with’ taking some 
notice to you about it) I will take ye liberty, since you give me leave, to acquaint you 
with my doubts in relation to that affair. I don’t apprehend w' Credit or Encouragem’ 
the names of even three or four hundred Gentlemen of y® Profession can give, or rather 
add to y® work, after it has reced the Imprimatur of y® Master of y® Rolls & y°® 12 
Judges: nor w* Security you will have by this means for y® future Sale of y*™ Books. 
For the subscribers will, I am afraid, never become such, if they are by subscribing to 
bind themselves to buy the Books; & if they are not thereby engaged to purchase, 
I think, you will be never y® nearer. Besides that it may not prove a very easy mre 
to prevail on so great a number of Persons to interest themselves so far in Behalf of 
y° Book, however good an opinion they may have of it. I say this according to the opinion 
I have of y® world, so far as my little experience goes. In short I cannot at present 
suggest to myself any likelier way of forwarding y® Sale, than w* you have already 
taken, of allowing y® Booksellers so much, as you now do, per Sett, in Case they take 
Six ata time. I cannot yet find reason to approve of y’ making ’em y® same allow- 
ance for a single Sett, not even in order to gain their good will. For if they are 
resolved to oppose you, w*' I am afraid, is too much y® Case, it is not offering ’em 
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such a Cons" that will ever bring em over to you: considering especially, how easy 
a mre it is for two or three or Six of ’em to join together now, & purchase Six 
Setts among ’em, or one apiece. I have yet a strong belief that you may do without 
them ; only it must be a work of some time. If at y® end of y® Term you find no 
reasonable quantity disposed of, I sh not however think it prudent to begin printing 
a fresh Volume, yet a while; but only to compleat what is begun. I think, I have made 
an entire use of y° leave you gave me, & declared my thoughts to you frankly enough: 
w* T w? not have done, if I did not assure myself that you w4 excuse me for so doing. 
Mr? Strahan sent this afternoon for six Setts of y* Books to be deliver4 to M? Longman 
in Pater-Noster-Row for w°" (as he writes me word) Mt Longman is to pay him, & 
Strahan is to pay me some time next week. I have sent them accordingly to Long- 
man out of M? Yorks hands. So that he has now but Six out of y® Twelve last Setts, 
I deliver’ him. I am very much oblig’ to you for y’ Care about Selway & sent to 
him, As to Molloy, w I recéd with y™ account-book, I will send it you back 
whenever you want it, having no immediate occasion for it at present. My respects 
attend M's Viner & M' Weekes & I am 


K® Bench Walks Dt St Y" most oblig4 h*!* Servant 
6 Febr. 1741/2 Charles Joye 
tos 


I have receiv’ the fav’ of your last by M™ York who has taken care to obey y™ 
directions in giving y™ advertisements about Westminster Hall & attended himself, 
while it was doing. I think he says 500 have been distributed there, besides a 100 or 
200 more about y® Coffee houses round the Temple. Strahan calld this morning and 
gave me a Bill of Longman for 124 on a Banker in Lombard Street w°? I have this 
evening receiv’ on account of the Six Setts of y* abridgmt that I sent him last Satur- 


day. I hope your proposals for a subscription will succeed. Brother Peter tells me 


they are look‘ on as very fair & reasonable by y® Gentlemen at y® Bar & I think, no 
Booksellers can take offence at y® advertisements, unless it be such as are never to be 
pleas’ at any rate. As to y™ last proposal of allowing Stagg & Worral Six Setts at a 
time not to be p? for in a Quarter of a y* or till they take another Six Sett, I take y® 
liberty of deferring the affair, till I hear again from you, whether you w‘ care to make 
the same allowance to y® Trade ingeneral. For Iam pretty certain they willall know 
of it immediately, & of consequence all expect to be dealt with alike. I present my 
respects to y" Lady & M* Weekes & am 
Dt S* Y* most oblig4 Serv* 
K* B. Walks Charles Joye 
13 February 1741/2 


DES 
I return you many thanks for y® fav" of y™ last & for y® pleasure you are so good 
as to express on my escape from my late accident. York tells me he has reccéd 
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the Books from y® Judges, & given all the Books to them remaining in y" Chambers 
to be deliver‘ to them. He has likewise by my direction communicated y* last pro- 
posal to the Booksellers Worral Hawkins Stagg & Strahan. Hawkins has had, as I 
am told, three Setts since I wrote to you last & besides, upon hearing y" proposal, sent 
immediately for Six setts more. I will give directions to York to speak to any other 
Booksellers whom you think you may safely trust wt® Six Setts not to be p4 for ina 
Quarter ofa y* or till they sell ’em off. I think I told you in my last, I have receiv 
Longman’s12%. I present my respects to M's Viner and M® Weekes, & am 


K* B. Walks St Y* most oblig? hb! Serv! 
17 Feb. 1741/2 Charles Joye 
Dear Sir 


I am much oblig’d to You for the kind inclination You express in Your letter to 
my Brother of hearing from me. I shall always be glad to do myself that pleasure, & 
heartily wish the Booksellers or the Profession wou’d give me an opportunity of 
writing You some agreeable News. I can’t but think the Profession is most to blame, 
& do themselves, as well as You, a very great injury. Ihope the 3¢ Vol., when pub- 
lish’d, will help to cure them of this unreasonable diffidence, in doubting the comple- 
tion of a work, till they see y® whole in y® Booksellers’ Shops. 

As far as words go, many Gentlemen seem to approve of the work, & of the 
reasonableness of your Proposals. As my acquaintance is chiefly among y® Younger 
part of the Bar, I cou’d only know their opinion. One, in particular, is M* Hardress, 
who, I am told, has expressed himself much in favour of the work. I mention him, as 
being, tho’a Young Man, in great repute & esteem’d very likely to rise ; and likewise, 
because I have heard from Yourself or elsewhere, that he is a Friend of Mr Wallers ; 
or was concern’d for him in y® affair. 

My Brother proposes to do himself the pleasure of writing to You by this Post. 

Please to ee my respects to Y’ Lady & M? Weekes. JI am 

D? Sir Your most oblig’d humble servant 
K. B. Walks Esjoye 
23 Febr¥. 1741/2 


Dear Sir 

I writ to you the 9 instant an account of M* Yorks having dispos* of three 
Books last week & paid Twelve Pounds into M* Childs hands upon y* account. I am 
now to acquaint you, that he has sold three Books more; one to M* Wellington 
Bookseller, & two more to M™ Walthoe & that he has paid in Ten Pounds more of 
w‘4 J have an entry in the Book, tho I sh4 hardly have writ to you about this matter 
till I had heard from you, if it had not been likewise to inform you, that I have seen 
a Gentleman this morning, who offers to give you 304 a Y* for y" Chambers & to 
take ’em for a Term, in Case you will put em in repair. He is to call again upon me 
in a few days for an answer; as soon as I can be suppos? to have had a line from you 
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about it. I told him, I believ’d you w‘ not let ’em at such a rate, but however 
submit it to you, whether if he will take ’em for a good term of Y** it will not be worth 
y’ while to agree to. I present my respects to M"* Viner & M* Weekes & am 
King’s B. Walks Dt S' Y" most oblig4 h™* Servant 

12% March 1741/2 Charles Joye 


P.S. The Gentleman w’ not mention his name, but says he once liv’d in y® K* B. 
Walks before; & app™’ by his Talk to have an Estate in y* Country 


Dear Sir 

My last to you was of the 12** instant ; since w‘ I have recéd y*® of the 14 
& 15% instant. Your last I had yesterday from M* Worral; to whom I gave a 24 
Volume of y™ Abridgmt Bound & Gilt, in exchange for a first Volume w he bro* 
from the Master of the Rolls; of which there had been Duplicates given in by mistake. 
I likewise sent the inclos immediately to M* Cruys. Since you are pleas‘ to adhere 
to y® resolution of proposing a subscription, & are advis’ likewise to it by other 
Friends, it w4 ill become me to say, that I think you need not put y'self to that 
trouble, or that y™ Books must sell without it, wc I must own w? otherwise be my 
opinion. As to the particular Booksellers, whose names are to be printed on y" Title 
Page, I suppose you will hardly mention above four or five. Stagg seems to be 
a necessary man in Term Time ; & Worral I suppose you are resolv‘ on. York you'll 
hardly leave out, whatever you do with Strahan. I think Strahan is not capable of 
serving you much, as to y™ Books if he were ever so well inclin’ considering where he 
lives: Nor Hawkins; for he trades but little in Law Books. If you c? bear to think 
of sending to that fellow Osbourne, I cannot but think he might put off a great many 
for you. I have since learnt that y® person that came about y® Chambers is one St 
Thomas Reynolds of Latham in Middlesex, but have not heard again from him... 
[continues about property] M™ Worral has sent to night for Six Setts more of y™ 
Abridgment from York & tomorrow I am to give York a supply of Ten or Twelve 
Setts more. I am glad to hear by Worral that M's Viner & yourself continue in good 
health & am 


K® B. Walks St" Y° most oblig’ Serv* 
18 March 1741/2 Charles Joye 
Tras 


Since I writ to you last, I have been obliged to defer my waiting upon you till 
Wednesday, not being able to get a place in the Winchester Coach for Monday, nor 
in the Southampton Coach for Tuesday, I will take care to bring with me a Copy 
of the account of Monies p* in by M*® York to Childs. The original Book I design to 
leave with my Brother in Case there sh’ be any more paym*® made, as I hope there 
will be, during my absence: I will likewise bring with me Copies of the Deeds, w™ 
you have not at Aldershott & M* Fazakerly’s opinion upon sev' Qu’ w* have been 
put to him; one of wis I think in relation to y® annuities. He thinks ’em pay- 
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able out of y® residue & that my Mothers’ Legacy bars her of y® Residue. I am with 
my service to M'* Viner & M* Weekes 
Dt St Y" most oblig’d humble Serv‘ 
Kings B. Walks Charles Joye 
Toh April 742: 


Dear Sir 

In my last I forgot to mention y® receipt of Y" 30 Subscriptions. My Br. 
I believe, will take most of them with him upon y® Circuit, For, I doubt, y® 5 You 
left with me will be enough & answer any demands upon me in y® Vacation. 

M* Worth had a Subscrip" Receipt from me for w he gave me the 5° & y® name 
of M* Oliver Acton of y® Inner Temple. Please to stile M*™ Gundry in y* List of 
Subscribers one of his Majesty’s Council; Tis said that M* Murray likewise is appointed 
King’s Council. M? Woodward has had 6 Sets for wt I have his Note for 18} 
payable in 3 months. I don’t know, whether I mention’d y* M™ Owen, y® Ch. J’s 
Clerk has had y® 2 Vol. marked Viner on y® back, & a 34 binding for him, & y* 
Wellington has had a single Volume. M® Strahan has unawares put in an Advertisem' 
in y® Lond. W. P. w® you can’t strictly keep to, viz' y* after y® 17" No allowance 
w? be made to Booksellers, whereas y® words agreed on were, Vo such allowance &c. 
I sh¢ therefore be glad to know if any Booksellers sh4 call upon York after y® 17", 
what price he must ask. 


K. B. Walks Iam D? Sir Your most oblig’d humble Serv* 
16 July 1742 P. Joye 
Dear Sir 


I rect y® fav" of y™, & accord® to y" directions sent immediately to M* Strahan 
about his advertisem' and to be more sure of an answer I wrote him a Lre, express® 
y’ Displeasure at what he had done, & that I well remember‘ you was against it when 
he propos’d it; & that you expected he w* correct it in y® follow® manner immediately. 

(Note, That part of y® Advertisem* inserted in this Paper of y°—&—ins*, w 
mention’d that Vo Allowance w' be made to y® Trade after y® 17", was added without 
y® Author’s Privity, & contrary to his Directions). Ic‘ not ask him to correct it in 
stronger terms than these; But he sent back y® foll® answer. 


Sir 

If you remember y® orders he gave to York were, that No Allowance after y® 17 
w! be made to y® Trade, & the same I rect & sent, w has been in but once, tho’ 
order’d three times. I rect a Lre from him, wherein he says he did not intend No 
Allowance, but says nothing about contradicting it, w I do not think proper, but to 
advertise it as before, & leave out y® addition, w" I shall give direction about, & will 
be sufficient. I have sent you a Pamphlet for y" perusal, w" if not liked, may be 
return’d to 

S" Y" most oblig’d humble serv’ Geo. Strahan 
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There is no Advertisement at all of y™ book in this nights London Evening. 
I sent my Lreé to M* Strahan about 5 a clock yesterday evening. I don’t suppose 
he will put in y® correction without y* express orders to him. 

I am D* S* Y* most oblig’d humble Serv* 

20 July 1742 P. Joye 

P.S. Upon looking into Hawkins Stat. & other’s books where there are List of 
subscribers, I find tis usual to put in y® Names Alphabetically, whether Councel, 
Attorney or other person except it is a Nobleman, whom he always put first under 
y° respective Letter, or a Bookseller, whom he always puts y® last under ye respective 
Lre, The K’s Councel thus—of y* Inner Temple Esq. one of his Majesty's Councel learned 
in y® Law—Doctor of Law thus—Will™ Strahan of D"’ Commons LL.D.— George 
Cooke Esg must be call’d Chief Prothonotary of y* Co. of Common Pleas & Thos Barret 
£sq., One of y° Prothonotaries of y® Co. of y° Common Pi. Please to make W™ Murray 
Esq., Honbe & to take it away from y® 2 M* Grenvilles .. . [Names with designations 
follow | 


Deas: 

I have heard nothing more from M* Strahan (who I suppose has wrote to you by 
this time) but find y™ Books advertis’d in this Night’s London Evening Post, without 
saying any thing about y® Allowance, one way or y® other. York had a 3? Volume 
from me this Morning for 17" Hopkins, who has taken y® name of Probyn, & promises 
to have them as they come out, & bind them as the 2 first, w“* he had from y® late 
L4 Ch. Baron. He commended y® work much, & told York, that when he bro* him 
y® Book bound, he wé return y® Books, w y® Judge had in Boards. York has 
a Subscrip"™ Receipt from me, w he thinks M? Hopkins may probably take. York 
likewise gave me y® following Descriptions ... [Designations & Christian names of 
subscribers | 

If you add y° titles of Members of Parl. to such are so, I can give you a List of 
them. Please to remember my resp" to Y? Lady & M* Weekes. 


Kings B. Walks I am D* S* Y* most oblig’d humble serv* 
Thursday night July 22 1742 P. Joye 
Dear Sir 


I have already wrote to You a Lré by this Post, but having since had one 
from You with 2 inclos’d, I must trouble You with this, because the greatest part of 
them concerns Y"self, & I don’t doubt will give You great satisfaction. Tis very late ; 
However I will give You y® words of both y® Lies at large, premising, that they 
come from M* John Short, a Young Attorney of Exeter, & of the Paper Buildings, 
who has gone a Tour to Ireland with another Gentleman & says 

I have had y® Honour of Dining twice with y® Ch. Baron of y® Excheq™ M™ 
Bowes, once at a Publick Entertainm’ & once in his own Family. He then 
mentions a great deal of his Civility, Good Nature & Politeness, & partic"ly his 
Affability, & then says, I took an opportunY of ask him if he had seen M* Viner’s 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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Abr. w® he said he had often look’d into, & that he thot it y® best thing of y® kind 
he ever saw. Hes he hop? y® whole w! be publ. from y® beginn® and on my telling 
him y® manner in w*? M? Viner publ? it, & y® oppos” he found fr. y® Bksellers, he 
assured me he w! recommend & encourage it, and that if any subscriptions w" sent to 
Ireland, he w subscribe himself, & get others to do y® same, both as an Encouragemt 
to y® Author, & bec’ he w' be very glad to see y® whole publish’d. 


Dublin. 3 Aug* 


By a 2° Lre he says, That By y® direction of y® Ch. B. (who I told You in 
my last promis’d encourage M* Viners Abr.) I went to M® Smith his Bkseller, y® 
most consid?! man of y® Trade in Dublin to know whey? it w? be worth his while to 
have over some Setts of y® Abr. fr. M* Viner himself, & likewise subscriptions. The 
Ch. Baron had bef. talk’d w*" him, who s@ he was very will? to correspond w M* V. 
about it & w% send for some Setts imm® after their Agreement on being allow’d 
a reason”® profit, such as M? V. allows y® Bksellers in London, & therefore desir’d me 
to know of M™ V. upon wt Terms he w® agree w him. M* Smith is to pay all 
charges from y® Waggon in London, & to stand to any Loss from that time. He then 
says, he believes y° Ch, Barons Encouragem' may be depended on, & that if M* V. 
likes y® Proposals & chuses to trust M* Smith on such terms as they shall agree on, 
desire him to send his Proposals either to me, or to M* Smith, as soon as he pleases. 
If he chuses to send them to Me, he may depend on my Diligence to transact it for 
him to y® best of my Power, & I desire he will make use of Me w" y?® greatest 
ffreedom. I set out for y® North of Ireland next Monday & sh. return to Dublin in 
about 3 Weeks or Month at furthest; but my Lres will be sent to me Ubicunque &c. 
by directing them at Mess'* Henry & Mitchel, Bankers in Dublin. 

I had forgot to tell you that M* Smith expects that M* Viner will send them to 
no other Bookseller in London. The Direction is to M™ John Smith Bookseller in 
Dublin. 

Dublin—Aug?t 5 1742 

D' S" Please to return an answer as soon as You think proper. What is 
mention’d about no other Bookseller in London, I suppose is meant no other Book- 
seller in London for Exportation to Ireland, w does not seem unreasonable, provided 
Smith takes off a large Quantity. 

P. Joye 
Dear Sir 

York will call upon you, as he promises, on Saturday. I took no notice of what 
y®™ apprehensions were about him, least that might deter him from seeing you; but 
by his Letter to you, w” I saw, & by what I observe from his own manner of Talk, 
since I have spoke with him, it seems but too probable, that he has receiv? most, if 
not all of y® money, on acct of y" Books. Woodward sent to him for Six Setts, on 
condition he might have ’em at 20° a Volume; w*" seems to me to be only a feint, to 
try, whether you w4 lower y* price. Ibid York tell him on the contrary, that you had 
rais’d it, & w% not abate of 25a vol. By York I will take y® opportunity of sending 

oOo 
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you Molloy and my account of the words, I mean, such as I can guess at, in Rolls 
Abridgm* & am 


Kings Bench Walks Sir Your most oblig4 humble serv* 
21° Sept® 1742 Charles Joye 
Dear St 


I have had y* this afternoon & have sent Knapton Twelve Setts of y* Abridg- 
ment, besides one Sett more to one Wigstaff (or some such person) a Bookseller in 
Newgate Street, from whom I have recéd for y® same 43.7.6. Strahan has not 
p’ me y® 20 GS nor taken any notice about it since his receipt of y"* w I gave him. 
I have heard y® same story, you mention of York’s accid* on y® road. He is so 
bad, that he c4 not see me to day. In a few days I will do myself y* pleasure of 
seeing you again; in y® mean time have sent you y® best acc’ I have been able to give, 
of y® words in Rolls Abridgm*t & am 


[List of words follows] Dr St Y* most oblig? Serv* 
Kings Bench Walks Charles Joye 
30 Sept’ 1742 
Dear S* 


I have this moment seen Mt Serjeant Belfield, M? Serjeant Heyward & M* Banks. 
But you have not met with Success at all, I find, upon the Western Circuit ; tho, I am 
sure, no endeavours, as far Iam a judge, was wanting. Mr? Banks tells me, he c* not 
get one subscriber w*" he imputes to y® great number of Subscribers of y°® west 
Country, who gave you in their names in Town. Mr? Serjeant Belfield tells me, that 
he spoke to most of the Attornies, yt he saw on y® Circuit, who excus’ themselves 
from subscribing at that time, as not having mony to spare, on account of travelling 
Charges; but promis? to buy the Books on his recommendation. I thank® y® Serj* 
However, & told him, y* you w? publish y® 4 Vol: this Term & w® wait on him with 
it. I have back from him y* receipts. Serjeant Heyward has been y™ very good 
friend. I am to call on him in two days time for a list of his subscriptions, w“ is not 
yet sent him up from Wales, He talks of having dispos? of all y™ receipts, but three. 
How many you gave him, I don’t know—S* Watkin Williams Wynne has subscrib# 
for 4 Volumes—I think you had better wait for Serjeant Heywards subscribers, & not 
print y® list off, till you come to Town. He expresses great heartiness in y™ behalf ; 
& wants to talk with you, as soon as you are in Town, about w* method you had best 
take in sending down y™ Volumes into y® Country. For he has made most of the 
Subscribers promise to talk [take] all y" Volumes, now extant, immediately: but they 
are willing to encourage a particular Book-binder (I think it is) y* lives amongst them, 
& therefore propose, that you w’ send ’em down to him to bind up for ’em. If Iam 
mistaken in this last account, the Serjeant will set you right; but I think tis some 
such thing that he was telling me. My service to M"™’ Viner & M* Weekes. 
Pam Db Sir Y* most oblig? h”® Serv* 
Kings Bench Walks Charles Joye 

25*® October 1742 
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Dear S* 

I rect y® Favour of both Y" Lres. The first of them my Bro? (to whom I 
communicated my thoughts of y® Preface) answer’d by Saturday’s Post, w'® an 
account of Serj’ Skinner’s Subscriptions. As to Y" last of y® 24 I have upon inquiry 
learnt y® following Names... [Names follow] 

I apprehend it proper to insert all y® Names (whether Clergymen or not) 
Alphabetically. As to inserting y° One Subscribing Bookseller’s name in y® List, it 
seems to be of no very great importance. But since y® Trade have not been Volunteers 
in Your Service, I can’t but say, I think it will be no Dishonour to You (tho’ a little 
uncommon) to be able to shew a List of Subscribing Gentlemen without y® assistance 
of any one Bookseller’s name; whereas y® putting him in might give him some sort 
of opportunity to tell y° world, he has been y* particular Friend, (contrary to y® Truth 
& mre of fact) when at y® same time it w* be no considerable addition to y® Shew of 
Names. 

I think You can’t but stay for Serj' Hayward’s List, because it promises to be 
considerable. But I don’t think You can wait y® public” of y® work for y® arrival of 
y® Irish List, w° (if it were only upon acc’ of y® winds) cannot be depended on, to 
a week or so. But you may defer y® public? & deliv’ of y® Subscribers names for 
a fortnight or so after y® public® of y® work, (& advertise accordingly) w I have 
known done more than once or twice. 

I believe M™ Legge is Hone 

The following is an Extract of so much of a Letter from y® Ch. Baron to 
Mr Short as concerns Y" work, w*" I have copied from it myself 

[Be pleas’d (wt my respects) to tell M* Viner, that I shall do all in my power to 
forward his Subscriptions, and y® most effectual way I know of will be to speak my 
sentiments of y® work, & direct my friends to M* John Smith to pay in their subscrip™ 
money, who will satisfy them that y® Copies when printed will be deliver’d at his Shop, 
& forward to You y® money he receives, w' y® Names of y® subscribers. He will 
account for y® 16 Receipts sent me, and it w4 be right to send more to him by y*® 
Return of y® Post 

Dub. 14 Oct* 1742 John Bowes. | 
I desire my humble Service to Y' Lady & M* Weekes, & wish You a safe & 
pleasant journey to Town, being 
D® S" Y* most oblig’d humble Servant 
K. B. Walks Eyoye 
26% Oct" 1742 

M? Short has rect no answer to his Lre w‘t he wrote to M* Smith y® Book- 
seller, & is much surpriz’d at it; For it was wrote some Posts before that w™ he writ 
to y® Ch. Baron. 


Dear Sir 
I recéd yt last & according to y Directions got Reason to pack up y® Vols. 
you mention‘ in two Parcels; w*" I sent yesterday Morning to Blossom’s Inn before 
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nine a Clock directed to M* Tho* Payne Bookseller at Wrexham in Denbyshire. 
Saturday Morning York’s Boy paid me Twenty Shillings for a 5% Volume in Sheets, 
w I deliver? him, for M* Atkins of Lincoln’s Inn a Subscriber; & have got his 
Subscription Receipt, w% is all y* at present I have to acquaint you w™ except y* 
Reason says, if you was to let a single Set lye in his Shop for Chance Customers, you 
w! do better, y" to let ’em enquire at his Shop only, to be sent afterw®® to our 
Chambers. He says two or 3 have call4 whom he directed to us; but we have heard 
nothing at all of’em. I am w'® Service to M™* Viner & M* Weeks Dt? Sir Y* &c. 
Kings Bench Walks Charles Joye 

9g July 1743 
Dear Sir 

Brother Peter & I reced y® favour of y"® on Monday, w™ thro’ forgetfulness we 

both omitted to answer by Tuesdays Post. As to Judge Chapels Book, I sent to 
M* Norton’s, but he was set out on y® Circuit; then I sent to y® Judges House, where 
I heard, y* he & his whole Family were in Devonshire, & his Clerk M* Laws was gone 
y® Circuit as associate with some other Judge. I will take as Care of y* things, as 
I can. Hitherto Nobody has call? for any thing. I am w™ Service to M'™ Viner 
& M* Weekes. 


Kings B. Walks D* Sir Y*S for ever 
14 July 1743 Charles Joye 
Dear Sir 


I reced the fav’ of y’ last & will observe y™ directions in relation to Strahan 
& Reason, whom I have let have a 5** Vol. to compleat y® Set in his hands. Knapton 
sent for Six fifth Vols. last Friday, as I think, of w* I believe I have not yet given you 
an account. Brother Peter intends in a few Days paying you a visit, during whose 
absence, I shall look after y™ affairs, & on his return intend to do myself y® like 


pleasure; who am SV 

Kings B. Walks Charles Joye 
26 July 1743 

Dear Sir 


I reced a Lre from my Brother to Day by w™ I am glad to find you con- 
tinue all in good health at Aldershott. Tis so long since I have had occasion to 
write to you, that I am almost in doubt whether I told you in my last, that M™ Reason 
had paid me for y® last Set w he had of me: as well as for y® former. To avoid all 
possibility of mistakes, I will just mention every thing that I have done with reg4 to 
y* Abridgm* since y* absence (1** I have d4 Six fifth Vols. in Sheets to M™ Knaptons 
servant. I have given M™ Reason two Sets, (each Set consisting of 5 Volumes) one 
of w he sent to M™ Longman, & have rected for y® same Eleven Pounds Fifteen 
Shillings. I have recéd y* two last Parcels. I am w'* Service to M™ Viner & 
M* Weeks. 

Kings B. Walks Dt Sir Y* most oblig’ h®!® servant 
4 Aug*t 1743 Charles Joye 
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Dr St 

Since my coming to Town a Gentleman left a Note at my Chambers, sign’d— 
E, Williams, mentioning that York told him, that he (York) had left his Subscription 
Receipt for Y* last Volume with me, & desiring that if ye Book was not deliver’d to 
York, I wou'd keep it till call’d for. Now no such Receipt was ever left with me by 
York, nor w'® my, Bro® nor cou’d in y® nature of business, unless York had receiv’d 
a Book in lieu of y® Receipt. If You have had any Subscription Receipt for y* last 
Vol. in y® name of M* E. Williams left with You by York, (which I don’t imagine) or 
if You have given out any Book of y" last Vol. to any body to the use of M™ E. 
Williams, I shou’d be glad to know, in order to satisfy him when he callsagain. My 
Bro* desires to acquaint You that y® 23 Inst M* Reason p* him £5 17. 6. for a Set of 
5 Vol. in Sheets sold to M™ Meadows Bookseller. I shall be very glad to hear what 
Page & Title You are got to, and am 
30 Augt 1743 D? St Y* most oblig’d humble Serv® 

P. Joye 


Dear Sir 

M* Williams call’d again, but not since the receipt of y"™ last; which I wou’d have 
answer’d sooner, but that I have been laid up, & chiefly confin’d to my bed, by 
a lameness & swelling in the Joint of my right knee, which they treat as a Rheumatical 
disorder, arising from a Cold, & have Bled & Physick’d me for it. Astosending a Set 
of Books to the Speaker, I remember I was for it, when first he subscrib’d, tho’ I don’t 
think it necessary to do it by way of Present. But as this is merely Discretionery, 
I will wait Y* directions about it. From Y* last I think there can be no doubt of Y* 
taking in all Remainder at least in this Vol. I shall be glad to hear occasionally of Yt 
progress in it, & am M's Viner’s & 

D* Sir Y™ most oblig’d humble serv* 

mretople 6 Sept" 1743 P. Joye 

I have omitted delivering part of a Message in Y"® of y® 28 past, till Iam con- 
vine’d there is a foundation for it, w upon honour, & in sincerity, I have not been 
able to discern, and do not believe. 


DP Sir 

I write now from Windsor ; having been at several other Country Places of late 
for y® Benefit of air & exercise ;, otherwise you sh@ have heard from me before now. 
My Brother, I believe, inform’ you, that I had ab* three weeks ago reced £5: 17:6 
for a Set w°t Reason sold to M* Meddows a Bookseller. I have yesterday recéd 
another Sum of £5: 17: 6 for a Set sold by him, & at y® same time d4 him a Set more 
to keep in hand, & I have recéd twenty Shillings of Worral for a 5** Vol. w? I d¢ him 
at y® same time, for M™ W™* a Subscriber whose receipt I have. In ab‘ a week 
I return to Town, when I intend to look over my Memorandums & send you an acc? 
of every delivery & Receipt since y™ absence to prevent Confusion. Brother Peter 
went to London from Shepperton last Saturday w'® me to advise w® a Surgeon abt 
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a Swelling he has on y® Pan of his knee. Yesterday he found it so much increas@ 
that he resolv’ to send for another Surgeon. He fears, ’tis w’ they call a white 
Swelling : but I hope there is no danger of that. I am w'® my Service to M** Viner 
& M* Weekes. 


Windsor D' Sir Y* most oblig4 Serv* 
6 September 1743 Charles Joye 
Dest 


I return you many thanks for the favour of Y* last Lre, as well as the former, 
which I omitted to answer. I am got, I thank God, upon both Legs again, but find 
it a great difficulty to avoid taking Cold. Iam very glad to find you are got so far 
in y™ 6 Vol., and that I am able to acquaint you that I read the Advertisem* of it 
for this Mich. Term in tonights London Evening. A Bookseller (as I recollect, 
Clarke by the Royal Exchange) sent for a 5 Vol., & p? me 25% this morning. 
I desire my respects & humble service to M'* Viner, & am 


6 Oct 1743 Dt St Y™ most oblig’d humble serv* 
P. Joye 
Dear Sir Kings Bench Walks 8 Oct? 1743 


I got safe to Town on Thursday Evén, & found my Brother well, & y* 
Advertisement in that night’s London Evening Post. I believe in my hurry, I forgot 
to give into y™ hands y® morning, I left you, my rough draught relating to w* you w4 
mention ab y® price of y’ Work, & comparing it w others &c. Tis somewhere 
I believe in y™ Study: but if you don’t find it, I shall be able, I dare say, to remember 
every word of w' I writ down on that head. (Then follow references to cases). 

I beg my respects &c. & am 

D* St Your most oblig’d Serv* 
Charles Joye 
Dear Sir 

I have reced y* two last Lres, & think myself much obliged to you for the 
trouble you have taken about y® Cases I mention* & from what you say, have at least 
great reason to be easy, as to y® orig! being produc’ in Evidence. I have given y™ 
directions to Reason to deliver y® Book to y® person you nam*, Neither Baron Carter 
nor y™ friends the Serjeants are yet arriv’. As y part of y™ preface relating to the 
prices, you shall have it, in y® best manner I am able to recollect it by the next Post. 
My humble opinion is, y' if you were to enclose to me two Lres for the Serj’, it 
might not be amiss. Brother Peter & myself join in respects to M'® Viner & M® 
Weekes; & I am 


Kings B. Walks D Sir Y*? most oblig’ Servant 
20 October 1743 Charles Joye 
Dear Sir 


I was fav4 yesterday wt y"®s & have this moment recéd an answer from Baron 
Carter, who gives you thanks for y* intentions of dedicating y™ next Volume to him, 
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& is very willing that you sh? do it; y® reason of his not writing an answer (he 
says) to y* first Lre, was, that he desir’ to enquire of y® other Judges, whether they 
had been dedicated to in order, being unwilling to be serv‘ out of his turn. If you do 
not like y®° Excuse, you have it at least as I reced it. M* Serj’ Skinner I saw this 
Evening ; but I believe, he may possibly have but few Subscriptions this time, if any ; 
he has app*e4 me to take a Catalogue of him to Morrow in Westminster Hall. My 
respects to M** Viner & M* Weekes, (in haste, being to abstract a very long Brief). 
Kings B. Walks Dt S* Y* most oblig4 & affec. Servant 
25 Octob® 1743 Charles Joye 


P.S. I had no Lre for St Heyward 


i irek 
PoRebebeAs Get: 


(VOESX Vilie1 743) 


The Advancement of Learning being of the highest Consequence to every well 
regulated Government, it follows that what conduces thereto ought to meet with its 
Protection and Encouragement: Without this Barbarism would soon return, and 
another Race of Goths and Vandals over-run the Empire of Arts and Sciences. The 
Prosperity of a Nation commonly keeps Pace with the Prosperity of the latter. Of 
this the Reign of the late King of France, Louts the XIVth. commonly called Louis 
le Grand, is a strong Instance; wherein if Trade and Commerce flourish ’d, so likewise 
did Learning of all Kinds in no less Degree ; and however, after the Effusion of so 
much Blood, and immense Treasure to pull down the Exorbitant Power (as it was 
then call’d) of France, and which threaten’d all Europe, it fail’d at length in its 
Military Designs, yet in this Instance it attain’d a Monarchy far more Extensive, even 
as far as Trade or Traffick reaches ; for, to use Cicero’s Argument, its Language is talk’d 
in the remotest Parts of the Known World. And notwithstanding all their Defeats in 
their said Military Designs, it was remark’d by a very Great Man in the Time of Queen 
Anne, That the French gain’d in Treaty what they lost in Battle. This, no Doubt, 
they were the better enabled to effect by the great Encouragement Learning had met 
with amongst them. May it be the Glory of the British Nation once more to curb 
their aspiring Genius, and to out-shine them in Arts and Sciences as we have done in 
Arms! 

But this is only to be effected by proper and adequate Encouragement. How 
and in what Manner that they may best be done, is in my poor Opinion, a Consideration 
of so great Importance, as to be worthy the Attention not only of Particular Persons, 
but perhaps of the Legislature itself. Till some Expedient be thought of and put in 
Practice, it is too evident that Learning will never flourish in any great Degree; For 
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at present Authors labour under so many Difficulties and Inconveniencies, that few, 
very few, have the Ability, and fewer yet the Resolution, to stem the Torrent, and 
bear up against the almost United Opposition of Pirating Printers and Confederating 
Booksellers. The Consequence whereof too frequently is, That either the Author’s 
Necessities force him into Compliance with their Griping and Unreasonable Terms, and 
by Means thereof something is hurried out, Mangled and Imperfect, or instead thereof 
the Publick loses a Valuable Work, and the Author his Labour. Of the first, many 
(melancholy) Instances there are, where Booksellers have raised Estates by the Sale 
of Books which have not procured a bare Subsistence to the poor Author. Of the 
latter, One Justance will more than suffice, and that is the great Loss of the Remainder 
of Sir Walter Raleigh's History, which that Author, (tho’ a Person of a most sedate 
Temper of Mind) being himself first fir’d with a just Indignation at the Villany of the 
Bookseller that under-valued it, flung into the Flames and destroy’d. But I would 
not hereby be understood to include the whole Trade in what I have said, there being, 
no Doubt, many Persons among them (and of whom I could name some) of Strict 
Honour and Great Generosity. 

But to come somewhat closer to the Point, and that my Preface may have 
a nearer Affinity with the Work itself, I would apply what has been already said in 
General to the Particular Subject in Hand. I would submit it, if Learning be of any - 
Publick Use, and an Object worthy the Care and Protection of the Government, 
whether that Particular Species of Learning, without which no Government can 
flourish, or even subsist, does not claim in Return, as it were, a Right of Reciprocal 
Protection from the State. Whether, if Poetry, History, Mathematicks, The Art of 
Writing Short-Hand &c. deserve (as no Doubt they do) to be Protected and Encourag’d, 
the Law is not equally deserving to be sotoo? Whether if all Comdznations in Trade 
to monopolize Business, and to enhance the Price of Labour, are Odious in Law, and 
Punishable in many Cases, even in the Lowest Mechanical Arts, as Taylors, Shoe- 
makers &c. (because of the highest Detriment to the Publick) those Arts and Trades 
which tend to make us a flourishing People, and to preserve and make known to us 
the Laws of our Country, (as those of Printers and Booksellers) ought not more 
especially to be restrained from all Combinations and Evils of that Sort? Evils, 
which, of whatever Sort they are, the longer they are suffer'd the more obstinate and 
stronger they grow, and more difficult to be removed. 

The University of Cambridge, (that ancient Seminary of Learning) from whence 
(besides many other Great Men) sprung those Noble Plants the Lord Coke and Lord 
Bacon, (which so much adorn’d the Profession) is at this Time a Notorious Instance 
of the Grievance I have mentioned, who (without my entring into the Merit of the 
Right they claim of Printing Law-Books) are now actually ¢hreaten'd (as I am 
inform’d) by about 10 Law-Booksellers zo be crush’d with the many Thousands of 
Pounds they talk of spending in the Contest. To such a Pitch is their Insolence 
arriv’d ! 

Well, then, may I appeal to the Publick. For how can it be imagin’d that 
a Private Person (like myself) almost Unknown to the World, Unsupported by any 
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Particular Friendship or Interest, can long defend himself against such an United 
Powerful Force? Yet I beg Leave to acquaint the Reader, That at my Entrance on 
the Publication of this Work, it was said to me (and, I suppose, in order to intimidate 
me) by one of the same Body, (a Bookseller I mean) That I knew not what I was 
about, for that I was contesting with 100,000 1. But as I despised the Insinuation, 
I doubt not but that Learned and Venerable Body will slight such impudent Attacks, 
and not be thus bullied out of what they are Advised and Persuaded is their just 
Right. 

The late Wr. Danvers, after much Pains and Diligence bestow’d, publish’d that 
Valuable Work, His jirst Volume of a General Abridgment of the Common Law; 
and the Venerable Names of those Great Men that sign’d the /mprimatur, as well 
as the Numerous List of Subscribers Names therein published, sufficiently testify the 
Approbation it met with from the Publick: Yet notwithstanding this, it has been said, 
That his Share of the Profit turn’d out but small, and in a Manner Inconsiderable. 
Whence it may be reasonably imagined to have happened, that the Want of better 
Encouragement occasioned his slow Prosecution of the Work, and perhaps an Abate- 
ment of equal Industry and Exactness in his After-Volumes. I have been credibly 
informed, That his first Volume continued 7 Years in the Press. In 8 Years from the 
Publication thereof came out his 2d Volume, The next was only a single Title (Error) 
and which at first was intitled a Continuation of the 2d Volume, tho’ afterwards it 
was New-nam’d, and then call’d Part of the 3d Volume; But this Title (Error) did 
not make its Appearance till 14 Years after the Coming Abroad of the 2d Volume. 
And after another 10 Years Respite follow’d the Remainder of the 3d Volume: So 
that from the Publication of Vol. 1. to that of Vol. 3. were not less than 32 Years 
compleat ; and reckoning from the Time of sending Vol. 1. to the Press, it made up 
full 39 Years. Thus ended that Work. Whereas it is not improbable, but if that 
Gentleman had met with Encouragement suitable to the Labour which he must have 
undergone, he would not only have proceeded much farther in the Work, but have 
likewise kept up to the same Standard of Care and Accuracy. What Kind of Dis- 
couragement it was which that Author met with, has been already hinted, and 
therefore needs not to be again repeated, since it is plain there was no Deficiency of 
Subscriptions to either the 1st or the 2d Volume, whatever Advantages might or 
might not accrue to the Author himself. 

And indeed for a Man to devote his whole Time and Study to the Benefit of others, 
and the utter Neglect of himself and his Private Concerns, zs too great a Sacrifice, and 
not to be expected in Point of Reason, nor in Point of Experience: For to undertake 
a Task of such Length and Difficulty requires both the steadiest Resolution and the 
closest Application ; and to go thro’ with it upon the Stretch, w7thout any intervening 
Profit, renders it very Expensive and Hazardous. It is such an Undertaking as no 
Person, but one Adventurous &c. as myself, would ever attempt, or long persist in ; 
since one that has Nothing or but Little to lose, could not, and one that has 
a Competency, would not care to run the Risque of doing it. This Undertaking has 
(I find) been thought somewhat Romantick ; but if what I have done be of so great 

ah 
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Use to my Country as it is said to be, I thank God for making or permitting me to 
be his Instrument, and enabling me to perform it. Mon nobis ipsis nati sumus, sed 
partim Patriz, partim Amicis &c. I never knew what it was Not to be in Earnest, 
in whatever I undertook. The Love of Money I have always been a Stranger to, 
and I thank God I never knew the Want of it. So that neither of them was any 
Inducement. or was it the Vanity of being an Author, having never entertained 
any Thoughts of Publishing till (I think) about 13 Years since; tho’ it had been 
mentioned to me long before. My Lord Bacon says, Every Man is a Debtor to his 
Profession: 1 have endeavoured to contribute my Part to serve a Profession I greatly 
honour and esteem. And should it be (Zy Misfortune I will not call it but) the 
Misfortune, the (perhaps) undeserved Fate, of this Work ¢o meet with Opposition from 
any particular Member of the Profession, it would even be a Comfort and a Pleasure 
to me to think, that such Gentleman has some more perfect Abridgment of his own 
compiling, which he would publish for the greater Benefit of the Profession; For 
I would not, as indeed it would be Ungenerous in me to suppose that any such 
Gentleman would have so little Regard to the Society whereof he is a Member, as to 
obstruct my Work, which he could not supply by another, equally good at least, if 
not better. Could I be positively assured that this is the Fact, I would not only 
desist from Publishing any more of my own but even promote His to the best of My 
Power. And this I could even wish to be the Case. But when I recollect the many 
Offers I have made to the Publick to produce my MS. before a Law Assembly, and 
the Invitation I made at the same Time to any other Author of producing the like, 
it gives me strong Reason to fear that a Work of the like Nature is not gone thro’ 
with by any Person whatsoever. 

The Booksellers indeed have amused the Publick almost every Term with the 
Expectation of another Volume of the Vew Abridgment coming out the next Term, 
and then the next &c. &c. but now in more than 7 Years One Volume only has 
appear’d, since which 4 Years are elapsed, and nothing further has yet appeared, 
which has made some Persons, not without Reason, to suggest a Want of Copy, and 
the same has been asserted by one who might well be presumed to know. 

To supply the Want of such a Publick Remedy as I before mentioned, for En- 
couragement of Authors, even private Persons have contributed, and have not thought 
their Care or Money ill apply’d. The Soctety for Promoting Learning, by publishing 
at their own Expence the Works of Poor Authors unable to publish them themselves, 
is a Noble Instance of this Kind; and it isa Design, which, if well laid and conducted, 
cannot fail of contributing greatly to the Advancement of Learning in general: But 
it is the Misfortune of the Science of the Law not to have received hitherto any 
Benefit thereby. This I speak not with any View to myself, or my own Work. But 
to speak plainly, I cannot conceive that any Private Remedy can effectually remove 
the Mischiefs arising from the Abuses of the Law-Patent: And this I take to be the 
Principal, tho’ not the only Cause to which the Discouragemenits of Law-Authors are 
to be imputed. ‘That Patent never was intended to give an Arbitrary Power to the 
Patentee to print What, and How he pleased, without Control, but was intended, no 
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Doubt, as a Benefit and Security to the Publick: And it was admitted in Parliament 
by the Patentee’s Counsel, in the Case of Roll’s Abridgment, That the Law Patentees 
could not print Law Books without the Judges Licence. So the Law then stood. 
But Now many spurious and trifling Productions are frequently imposed upon the 
Profession without any Approbation whatsoever, and perhaps not even of the Authors 
themselves: By this Means Authors are sometimes robbed of their Labours, and 
sometimes of their Honour and Reputation too. This is an Act of High Injustice, 
and both the Living and the Dead have been injur’d thereby. Whatever is sent to 
that Press is as readily receiv’d as Goods are in a Pawnbroker’s Shop, be they whose 
or what they will, without any Questions asked, or considering any Thing but what 
Advantage may be made from it. 


Nil ibi Majorum Respectus, Gratia Nulla 
Umbrarum, Pretizs Dominos mutare jubentur 
LExiguis.———————————— Juv. Sat. 8. 


And it is generally known what Persons can afford to sell the Best Pennyworths. 
What Way can any Discovery be made? No Person is to be admitted to see what 
they are Printing off; and upon that Rule I was myself for awhile denied Admittance 
at the Savoy to see my own Work when it was Printing there at my own Expence, 
nor could I procure one single Admittance but with the greatest Difficulty. 

And here I cannot but lament the hard Fate that has befallen the Memory of the 
late Ld. Ch. B. Gilbert, whose Best and most Perfect Pieces have been (as is now 
most generally believed) ascribed to others, whilst the less-perfect and less-correct 
Parts of them have been permitted (not out of Respect to the Author, but to feed the 
Avarice of the Bookseller) to retain in some Sense their True Author’s Name by the 
Title-page expressing some of them to be wrote By a late learned Judge. That 
the Reports of Cases in Equity came out of his Lordship’s Study is most certain; That 
the Copy thereof was purchased by one of the Patentees of a Person who had no 
Right or Authority to dispose of it is equally certain; And I have very good Reason 
to think, that had his Lordship been living, he would no more have consented to its 
Publication than did his Representative, who (as I have been told) exhibited a Bill 
in Chancery against the Publisher. Nor could I ever find that any one Book ascribed 
to his Lordship was ever published by the previous Consent of any Person intitled to 
give it. Thus not only Books of his Lordships own composing, or Property came 
to the Law-Press Clandestinely; but even one at least (the Work of a very great Man, 
viz. That Fine Piece called Precedents in Chancery) made its Escape thence in a like 
Manner to the said Press much indeed to the Advantage of the Profession, but 
without any Regard paid to the Honour of the Deceased, with whom the same is said 
to have been left, upon Trust and Confidence only, and as a sacred Depositum. And 
the Abridgment of Equity Cases, whosever Name it bears (excepting perhaps a few 
Additions) could be the Performance of no Man that had not that said other Work 
called Precedents in Chancery. Can the Living with any Patience see the Honour, 
as well as the Labours of so great and valuable Man deceased, a Person of so High 
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Station in the Law while living, thus rade Merchantable Ware? By neglecting our 
Ancestors we neglect ourselves ; and why should we expect that Posterity will pay 
greater Regard to us than we do to those ? 

The New Abridgment has been made a Handle to raise, as it were, a General 
Opposition among the Booksellers (who by purchasing the Impression have interested 
themselves in it) against my Work, even from the one End of the Kingdom to the 
other ; Notwithstanding which I have on all Occasions recommended that Work (I 
mean the 4 first Volumes of it) as no Ways interfering with mine; Mine being an 
Abridgment, whereas the other is zot really such, but only called so in order to make 
it the more saleable. In Consequence of which Opposition I think myself justifiable by 
way of Self-Defence should I make Observations on it. That Work I have before 
now publickly declared to be in my Opinion an Ingenious System or Treatise of 
Law, and from the same Principle of Justice I freely own, I am still of the same 
Opinion ; But at the same time I take all the Introductory and New Parts thereof, 
and which are the Recommendations of the Work, to be a Collection only from the 
MS of the Ld. Ch. B. Gilbert, from the Lord Ch. J. Hale, Mr. Serjeant Hawkins’s 
Pleas of the Crown, and Mr. Danvers’s Annotations on several Acts of Parliament, 
which, with a Transcript of several Acts of Parliament at large for many Pages 
together, and with a few New Cases, amounting to a very, very few Sheets in the 
Whole is almost the Total of the Work. Those Annotations of Mr. Danvers’s (except, 
I think, in one Place only,) together with the Multitude of References from Mr. Serjeant 
Hawkins, are carried off in Triumph, without any Acknowledgment of the Real 
Author. And whoever compares some Passages in the New Abridgment of the Law 
with others in a Book called, The Astorical View of the Court of Exchequer (which 
is undoubtedly the Work of the Ld Ch. B. Gilbert) will see a direct Claim therein 
made to the said Introductory and New Parts of those Books, and will immediately 
conclude the Author of them Both, as to those Parts, to be one and the same Person. 
Under this Observation may be likewise rank’d with equal Justice the Book entitled; 
The Treatise of Tenures, The Law of Uses, The History of the Common-Pleas &c. all 
and every of which tally so exactly with each other, many Times in Words, always in 
Stile and Method, but above all in that Particular and most useful new Kind of 
Learning drawn from the Feudal Law, so Peculiar to his Lordship, that it is impos- 
sible to imagine Children, so extremely resembling him and each other could be 
begotten by a different Parent. Every Performance excellent in its Kind carries 
with it some Certain Marks, which no other Hand can imitate, and which always 
distinguish the true Artist from the pretended one, the Copy from the Original. We 
know a Zeuxis, we know an Afelles, a Titian, and we know a GILBERT. And for 
any other Man whatever of less Experience, Age, Abilities or Genius, tho’ of good 
Parts and Learning to think to equal that Great Man in that particular Way of Writing, 
would be like repeating the Indiscretions of Icarus and Phaeton. 

I remember a Story of the learned Dr. South, who being at a Church where a 
Young Gentleman preached, took an Opportunity after the Sermon ended to thank 
him for it, Asking him how long he might be Making it ; To which the young Gentle- 
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man replied, A Week. Sir, said the Doctor, That very Sermon, which you made ina 
Week, cost me a whole Year. 

Instead of Licences (before-mentioned) or an Allocatur by the Judges, a New 
Method of recommending Law-Books to unwary Buyers is of late taken up, viz. By 
Luscribing or Addressing them to some Great Names, and that perhaps without either 
Leave or Knowledge till they appear in Print. This cannot be looked upon other- 
wise than as a great Indecency and Want of Respect. And when it is consider’d 
with the Circumstances attending it, dy giving it out and explaining such Inscription 
as an Approbation and Recommendation of such Book, and so swell it up to be tanta- 
mount to an Imprimatur, our Language can hardly find an Epithet or Expression too 
rough for it. But How can any Thing Better be hop’d for from a Sett of People who 
assume an Air, and that even to Gentlemen of the Law, to decry a Work so approv'd 
and so Generally and Pudblickly recommended by every of the Judges, both of England 
and Ireland, and likewise by the Learned Gentlemen of the Profession, both within and 
without the Bar? Can they imagine that Gentlemen of the Profession, even the 
youngest of them, will, with any Patience or Temper, long bear an Affront so gross 
even to himself as well as to the whole Body? But perhaps this may be a Method 
resolv’d upon to revenge themselves of the late Law-Assemély, and to bid them an open 
Defiance. Andas that Assembly was said to be conven’d on the Account of an Indig- 
nity offer’d by a particular Law-Bookseller to a Gentleman of the Profession, and to 
prevent an Imposition intended by the same Bookseller in setting a Price too high on 
Mr. Williams’s Reports, then going to be publish’d, they seem now to be rallying their 
Forces with a Resolution to try what General Indignities they can make them bear. 
At that Assembly (as I have been inform’d) a Resolution was taken and agreed to, 
not to purchase any Law-Book ofa greater Price than 2s. 6d. which should be 
publish’d without any Imprimatur. Since that Time No Imprimatur has been given 
to any Book besides my Lord Raymond’s Reports, very lately publish’d, and this 
Genera] Abridgment so much oppos’d by the Law-Booksellers. So that, as on the 
one Hand their Inscriptions are to pass as Imprimaturs, the Imprimatur or A/locatur 
of the Judges to my Work is, on the other Hand, to be dazd (as it were) under an Embargo 
ull they (the Law-Booksellers) have sign d and countersign’'d a Passport. 

But besides these there are many other Grievances; Among which may be 
reckon’d such Books as Welson’s Lutwich, which was not only printed, but likewise 
publish’d, by one of the Patentees. A Book which deserved publick Censure at least, 
as being a Reproach and Dishonour to the Profession, and rather adapted to Billings- 
gate than Westminster-Hall. What Notion will any Foreigner entertain of our Law 
to see a Volume thereof stuff’d with such Ungentleman-like Language, and to meet 
with such Ridiculous and Scoundrel Titles as Law-Quzdbles &c. to see Skeleton- 
Treatises on some particular Head very imperfectly done, with the Help of a Number 
of Idle Precedents, swell’d up intoathick Volume. I will mention only one more, and 
that is a very Heavy one upon the Profession (viz.) The Printing Law-Books both in 
French and English, as Ld. Ch. Just. Saunders’s Reports, Mr. Justice Levins’s 
Reports &c. and by such Means Doubling the Price upon the Buyers: whereas such 
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Gentlemen, as understand the French, might let alone the English, and such as do not 
(if any such there are) might let alone the French; but now every Gentleman must 
pay for what he had rather not croud his Study with. This, as it isa Grievance much 
greater than the additional Price intended to have been set upon Mr, Williams's Reports, 
stands in greater Need of a Remedy. 

Were such a Law-Assembly to meet at some fix’d Time once every Year, and 
seriously to deliberate on the State of the Profession, and all such or other Impositions, 
Indecencies, Evils, and Indignities offer’d thereto, as of late have been, it might redound 
much to the Honour and Advantage of it by their resolving on proper Methods to 
remedy and prevent the same. 

The Novelty of some Titles in my Abridgment may perhaps have seemed at first 
Sight a little Odd, such as (Fractions) (Himself) (Land;) But I flatter my self that 
the Reader, upon Examination, will find, that they are not improper, and that what 
falls under those Titles is much of it too material to be omitted, and could not so well 
be placed under any other Titles: Besides, the Titles of (Peremptory) and (Nugation) 
in my Lord Brooke’s, and that of (Maeresine) in Roll’s Abridgment, may perhaps be 
equally odd. 

But How odd soever those Titles may have seemed to be, I find others (perhaps 
much more so) have been suggested, which I neither have, or did or do intend to have 
in this Work. The Title (Himself) has I find been much canvassed, and that perhaps 
by some as had not looked into the Contents to see the Propriety or Impropriety of 
it; without which I should wonder any one should criticise at what might not other- 
wise perhaps be any Way disagreeable to him, and which he might be somewhat fond 
and full of. But even that Title is said to be mistaken by some One who has changed 
it into another Sex or Gender. Wonderful Thought! But Wit is not to be restrain’d, 
and an Exuberant Fancy, with a Super-Abundance of Good-Nature &c. will produce 
strange Things. Had this really been, what it is not, a Trifling Title,a Good Critick, 
of Good Sense and Good Nature, that had read Horace, as all Good Criticks do, would 
there have been taught to have cast a Veil over a Work agreed to be useful, with an 
Inscription ready drawn for him, by that masterly Hand, viz. 


Non ego paucis 
Offendor Maculis, quas aut Incuria sudit, 
Aut Humana parum cavit Natura. 





But—Where Radiant Dulness shines,—Footsteps of such Generosity are seldom found. 
I think there needs no other Apology for what I have now said, than what is 
dictated to me by that other Excellent Satyrist, 


Nunquamne reponam 
Vexatus toties ?——_—_______ 
Si Natura negat, facit Indignatio &,————— 


But notwithstanding all the Opfositions, Difficulties, and Inconveniencies I have 
met with 27x Publishing this Work, the great Honour which I have receiv’d from ¢he 
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Publick, who have testify’d their Approbation thereof in so solemn and opena Manner, 
has made me ample Amends, and zs really and truly a greater Satisfaction to me than 
any Profit whatever, which may at any Time arise from it. And as toa very con- 
siderable Sum of Money which I am at present out of Pocket, Iam for the same Reason 
very little concerned about it. Ifany one yet doubts the Reality of these Professions, 
let him at least suspend his Judgment for a Time, and if he sees this Work dedicated 
(in such Manner as I shall be advised) to the perpetual Service of my Country, and 
Benefit of Posterity, it may be hop’d, that then at least He will be undeceived. At 
least I shall have this Satisfaction of disappointing a Set of Men, who so far from 
endeavouring to serve their Country, act as if they look’d on all Authors as their 
Prey; or as if they were of an Egyptian Extraction, and acted under an Order from 
Pharoah to destroy all the Male Children, the most manly and most useful Productions 
of Authors, which the Midwife Patentees had let escape alive. 

I should here have returned my Thanks to some particular Gentlemen to whom 
the Publication of this Work is in a more particular Manner obliged by promoting 
Subscriptions thereto, but that I hope to have an Opportunity of doing it in a more 
respectful Manner by Dedicating to them a Volume of this Work. 

This 6th Volume makes its Appearance within the Space of 2 Years from the 
Publication of the first; whereas Mr. Danvers’s 3 Volumes, as I observed before, were 
32 Years in coming out ; and the two first Volumes of the New Abridgment came out 
more than 7 Years since, and the Remainder were promised with all Expedition, and 
which the Booksellers assured their Customers would be published in the Michaelmas 
Term following, tho’ only one Volume has been published since. 

I will add a Word or two more in Relation to my Work, and then conclude. It 
is now onthe very Point of 200 Years, since that learned Judge Sir William Staunforde 
(in his Dedication of his second Book De Prerogativa Regis, to Sir Nich. Bacon) 
wished, that among such Plenty of Learned Men as were at that Day, something were 
devised to help the Students in their Long Journey, that they (being led a more near and 
pleasant Way) might both as they went, and after they come to their Journey's End, 
gather some other Knowledge, not only therewith to garnish their own Science, but also 
the better to serve in such Honourable Room as they be called to serve the King and 
Sovereign Lordin.. Which Thing (he said) might well come to pass after my poor Mind, 
if such Titles as in the Great Abridgment of Justice Fitzherbert, were by the Judges or 
some other Learned Men laboured and studied, that ts to say, every Title by it self by 
special Divisions digested, ordered and disposed in such Sort, as that all the judicial Acts 
and Cases in the same might be brought and appear under certain Principles, Rules and 
Grounds of of the said Laws. As for Example, under the Title of Brief might come 
these Titles, Form, Misnaming of the Person, Misxaming of the Town, One Thing twice 
demanded, Death of the Plaintiff's Side, Death of the Defendant’s Side, Changing of 
the Name of the Plaintiff or Defendant, Hanging the Suit, wth many such other like, 
which now, as Things scattered abroad and out of Order, lie hidden within the said long 
Title, that it requires much more Learning, Pains and Study well to order and dispose 
the Matter in the same, than (after Order made) to learn and bear ttaway. And after- 
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wards he says to Sir Nicholas thus, viz. J know your self to have observed the like 
Order in your own Study, which in few Years hath gotten You, above others, the great 
Learning you have. 

The above Method recommended by that Great Man I had pursued throughout 
this Work long before I had the Pleasure of observing the above Dedication, and am 
thence still more encouraged to hope it will prove of Real Use to the Publick, by facili- 
tating the Study of the Law, and contracting the Body of it intoa Narrower and more 
Reasonable Compass, which is now become so Monstrous and Unweildy, as will appear 
to any one who shall consider the vast Multitude of Books published not only since 
the Time of Sir William Staunforde, but even since the Beginning of the Present 
Century, amounting, according to an Account published by a Bookseller some Time 
since, to more than 300, some whereof are as great Nusances and Obstructions to the 
Law, as Bodies dead of the Plague, mentioned 37 Ass. 10. to have been cast into the 
Rivers, were to the Inhabitants thereabouts, not only by Corrupting the Water, but 
likewise by Drowning the Country. 

Besides the Wishes of Sir William Staundford, mention’d before, it is most certain 
that Abridgments have been approv’d as of great Use to the Students and Practisers 
of the Law, particularly by those Eminent Lawyers Fitzherbert, Brooke, and Roll, by 
their compiling such; and by that other Great Man the Lord Ch. J. Hale, by his 
publishing that of Roll. Sir Francis Bacon, in his Advancement of Learning, mentions 
it as of great Importance, That the whole Law be digested into Places and Titles, 
wheretoa Man may have, on Occasion, a sudden Recourse as toa furnish’d Promptuary 
for present Practice; They both reduce into Order what was dispers’d, and abbreviate 
what was diffus’d and prolix in Law. The Names likewise of the then Lord Keeper 
and all the Judges, except the Ld. Ch. J. Holt, prefix’d to Mr. Danvers’s Abridgment, 
are so many further Testimonies of the Use of General Abridgments; and tho’ the 
Ld. Ch. J. Holt is said to have given no Countenance to the Publishing that Work, and 
refused to sign an Imprimatur thereto, as the Ld. Keeper Wright and the rest of the 
Judges had done, yet so favourable an Opinion did he at length, after the Publication, 
conceive of it, that his Lordship (as I have been inform’d) not only made Mr. Danyers 
a Personal Compliment from the Bench in Open Court, but (as I have likewise heard) 
left him an Annuity of 20 |. for his Life. To all which I beg Leave to refer likewise to 
those Great Names prefix’d to the Title-Page of this Work, together with the other 
Great Names of Subscribers thereto. 

I hope likewise no Exception can be taken to the Antiquity of some Titles, or of 
some Looks, which I have included in this Work, being in my Apprehension, tho’ 
obsolete, yet of great Use even at this Day. Serjeant Hawkins, in his Preface to his 
Abridgment of Coke-Littleton, says, Many have been discouraged from laying the 
Foundation of theiy Studies in these Excellent Books, because great Part of them is not 
Law at this Day; and they cannot easily persuade themselves to read so much A bstruse 
and Obsolete Learning, with that Attention which is necessary to the perfect under- 
standing of it; But whoever considers how great a Coherence there is between the 
several Parts of the Law, and how much the Reason of one Case opens and depends upon 
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that of another, w//, I presume, be far from thinking any of the Old Learning useless, 
which will so much conduce to the perfect understanding of the Modern ; [could by no 
Means therefore think it proper to leave out any Point of Law meerly for its being 
disused. 

The Extent of this Work is nothing more prolix than the Title of a General 
Abridgment would bespeak it to be, and the Publishing of a Shorter would have 
prov’d an Imposition on the Profession both at present and in the Consquence, as it 
would be intitling it what it really was not, and would leave an Opening (as it may be 
call’d) for a Body of Outlyers and Book-Pirates to be sending out Mew Editions with 
Additions, (as it would be term’d) and by this Means put Gentlemen to so many Extra- 
ordinary Expences. This, no Doubt, would from Time to Time be the Consequence, 
as may be demonstrated from many Instances of the like Kind. Or, were I so minded, 
I might have publish’d other Editions myself, which I could do without any Trouble, 
even from the Materials laid aside for Shortning a first Edition; But this would be 
Overturning my whole Design, which is to serve my Country in the best Manner I can, 
and not act any Thing Dishonourably by it, or which might, by the most strain’d Con- 
struction, be said to be Detrimental to it. Besides, if Gentlemen please to consider, 
the very Plan Wr. Danvers began upon would have extended His Work, had he pursu’d 
it, 7o about 12, Volumes, whereas about 14 or 15 will, as I take it, conclude Mine; The 
Difference whereof may easily be accounted for, not only by my preserving that most 
valuable Work of Ld. Brooke, but likewise by the great Number of Reports (exceeding 
30) which have come out since Mr. Danvers publish’d his 1st Book; All which are 
suppos’d, and may well be expected to be comprehended in what is stil’d a General 
Abridgment. His 3 Volumes contained only 5 Letters, (viz.) A.B. C.D. & E. So 
that if 4 Letters of the 24 should be computed as nothing, yet the remaining 20 would, 
as I computed before, have made his Work to have amounted to 12 Volumes. Not- 
withstanding which I never heard any Gentleman of the Profession make any Objec- 
tion thereto, but all seem’d desirous of his compleating it. And to this may be added, 
That the Difference of the Price of this Work, when compleated, will be a very Trifle 
more than that of the Abridgments Now Extant. I doubt some Gentlemen, who have 
been startled at the Length of this Work, and the Expences thereof, have not duly 
consider’d and distinguish’d the Matter of a General Abridgment from that ofa Digest 
or Institute, however widely different they are. Suchan Abridgment ought to contain 
so much of every Particular Case, however dispers’d in the several Books of Law extant, 
without omitting almost any one which concerns the Title or Head, and the Subdivision 
under which it is plac’d; it being calculated for the Ease and Convenience of Gentle- 
men, by pointing out to them at once, without Loss of Time, the very Authorities 
they want. So that, as I said before, This, in the very Nature of it, must be a Volu- 
minous Work; whereas a Digest or Institute is rather a short System or Theory, and 
an Abstract of the general Tenor of the Law, by joining many Cases together without 
Regard to every particular Distinction therein contain’d, and serves only to give a 
General Idea. The Lawis, doubtless, an Intricate, as well as an Endless Study; and 
therefore stands in Need of the utmost Assistances that may be had, tho’ attended 
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with a large Expence, which whoever either will not, or cannot well afford to be at, 
had much better betake himself or be plac’d by his Friends to some other Business. 
And surely no Father, who has any Regard for his Son, would send him to travel 
without supplying him with Things not only Necessary but likewise Convenient for 
his Journey; But should a Father be of so thrifty a Temper as to order the Son to 
pass thro’ a Deep, Uneven, and Rocky Part of the Country, rather than allow him 
Money for the trifling Expence of Paying a Turnpike to make his Journey Easier, 
Pleasanter, and Shorter, I can only pity the young Gentleman, and wish him a better 
Journey than he can reasonably hope for from his Father’s Stinginess. 

The State of Authors I find by Experience is ke the State of War. Some are 
Allies out of personal Friendship. Others are so from a Consideration of the Publick 
Good, and will never quit the Field till Matters are settled upon a proper Basis. 
Some, like the Highlanders in The Great Marquis of Montross’s Little but Brave Army 
fight and conquer for a Time, and then retire. Others, like a Neighbouring Nation, 
will never take the Field till Dangers are over, and Advantages are expected. Some 
make their Appearance late in a Campaign, like a great Prince in the former Wars, 
who thereby acquired the Title of Semper Augustus. Others oppose the Measures, 
which themselves approve, because of some particular Enmity to either Caesar or 
Pompey, who is to have the Command. So that it is very difficult to crown a good 
Cause with an Happy Conclusion. 

Be my Fate what it will, Should it prove like that of the Zarpeian Maid, to be 
oppressed with my own Volumes, as she was with the Helmets of the Sabines; yetit 
would be some Consolation that it could reflect no Dishonour upon Me, whatever it 
might upon Others; and I should think Her Fate rather to be envied than repined at, 
that she must have shined Glorious in History to the latest Generations, and that 
greater Trophies, or a more lasting Monument could not have been erected to 
her Honour (to use Salust’s Words of Cataline) SI PRO PATRIA SIC CECI- 
DISSET. 


ADVERTISEMENT. [Vor XIX. 1744] 


Some Cases contained in this Work being taken out of certain Books of Reports 
lately published without any Imprimatur, the Author thinks it not amiss to acquaint 
the Reader, That he neither offers all those Books as Authorities, nor does he think 
that Some of them deserve to be esteemed as such; tho’as to Others of them, he could 
wish they had not been shuffled into the World so Clandestinely. 

But as to the less valuable Sort, since they are published, it has been thought not 
improper to put them to the best Use they may be capable of, by making them serve, 
like Tickets upon the Doors of Empty Houses, to direct the Reader where to make 
further Enquiries for such Points as he may want to be better satisfied about, in case 
the same shall happen to be contained in those Books. 

However, among those Unlicenced Books there is One so very trifling, and con- 
sequently so high an Affront to the Great Name, the Initial Letters whereof are so 
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disrespectfully &c. prefix’d to it, especially in the Repertorium Juridicum, that he has 
left it to perish for the Benefit of the Publick. 


Biever Roles BiMiR Nels | Vor let7468] 


Notwithstanding the violent, and even indecent, Opposition given to this Work, 
the Author was not deterr’d from proceeding to the End of the Alphabet ; and has 
now adventur’d (if any thing can be said an Adventuring, under so great a Patronage 
and Recommendation) to begin with Letter (A.) To prevent this many Arts have 
been us’d, and much Pains taken, and those not in the fairest Manner. It has been 
suggested that the Author was under a Promise not to return to this Letter! This 
was extremely surprising, as it was without the least Foundation ; and for the Truth 
whereof he can appeal to Unquestionable Authority. 

The Stream of Opposition bore so strong against him to the Fourth Volume, 
that he was then at a Stand as to Printing any thing more, unless by Subscription, 
there having been Specimen sufficient given of the Work in the former Volumes. 
Accordingly, a Subscription being propos’d, many Gentlemen did the Author the 
Honour of sending in their Names, among whom are Gentlemen of the greatest 
Eminence in the Law, and who have since approv’d, and greatly encouraged the Work, 
Enrag’d at this, the Confederate Opponents have exerted themselves against it more 
strenuously (if possible) than before. This however has mov’d the Author very little. 
BUT he cannot but stand somewhat aghast, as often as he casts his Eyes on the List 
of his Subscribers (amongst whom are those worthy and honourable Gentlemen referr’d 
to as above,) to observe so many Names, interspers’d there of Gentlemen, who have 
not, to this very Time, perform’d their Engagements by taking so much as one Single 
Volume. He is unwilling, however, to doubt their Honour so far as to imagine that 
they intended to act a Part so disingenuous as to draw him into a Scrape, and there 
leave him; but he rather inclines to imagine, that asthey are Gentlemen, and Gentle- 
men of the Profession, they only waited, as has been suggested, the Conclusion of 
the Alphabet. 

As to Mr. WORRALL’s PEEVISH ADVERTISEMENT, in his last Law 
Catalogue, relating to this Work, it IS scarcely worth taking any Notice of, it being 
SILLY, AND much the more so, as it is FALSE TO HIS OWN KNOW- 
LEDGE. 


Dublin Jany 3rd 1748 
Dt Sir 
It is with great Concern I see, that they are going to pyrate your Abridgement of 
the Law in Ireland. It is to be carryed on at the Expence of the Booksellers in 
London; who plead for Excuse, that you will not allow them any Profit, and the 
Booksellers of Ireland, who are much influenced by those of London, tell their 
Customers, there will be a cheaper Edition, which hinders the Sale of yours. The 
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Booksellers propose allowing a Profit of 25 Per Cent. to the Trade. The Irish Edition 
will be printed Page for Page with yours, which will make it very difficult to discover 
one Edition from the other. I need not tell you, it is dangerous to wrangle with any 
Body of Men. 
I am, Dear Charles Your old School Fellow, 
P.S. Wood’s Institutes, Peer and Affectionate Friend 
Will™’ Reports, Freeman’s, Philo Viner 
Talbot, and other Reports have been pyrated in Ireland for London Booksellers 
with good Success. 


[To the Hon?!* Col! MacCarty at Prince’s Coffee House, Prince’s Street] 


Dear Coll. Saturday 

I am very glad to perceive by your Letter, that You are well, and happy in the 
Improvements at Aldershott. May Nothing ever disappoint your Wishes, or Expecta- 
tions. Peggy is oblig’d to you for remembering her, but not on the Account of Chine 
or Bacon. Throw not away a Thought upon either of them. If there was any News, 
it shou’d be communicated. 

Pray present my Compliments to M* Viner, and let him know that I wou’d, with 
much Pleasure, transmit the Contents of his enclos’d Papers to Faulkner, if I cou’d 
apprehend, they cou’d pass from me with any Propriety, or appearance of Success. 
If M? Viner himself wou’d make any Proposal to Falkner, he very probably wou’d 
receive from Faulkner a particular Answer, on which he might depend. In my 
Opinion, either He, or some other Printer, or a Body of them, will certainly undertake 
the printing of M’ Viner’s Works, in Dublin, as soon as a sufficient Number of Sub- 
scribers can be gotten, which Nothing can delay, but the great Expence of the Work. 
If the Work had not been so meritorious, M? Viner wou’d not have had this just Cause 
of Complaint against the Printers and Booksellers. 

I saw last Week an Advertisement posted in the Temple Exchange Coffee House 
expressing that the 3? V. of P. Williams’s Reports was printing in Dublin, for a Pistole 
to Subscribers, whereas the English Edition is sold for Thirty Shill. 

Mr? Viner may conclude from hence that he has no Security against the reprinting 
his Abridgment in Dublin. M* Lee has been sometime with his Sister at Isleworth. 
Ihave met him two, or three Times, on the Road, without any Mention of your Name, 
by either of Us. Sam. Mitford is in a most wretched Condition. I told him you had 
aC for him; That, or any Thing wou’d be extremely wellcome to him. If you 
send any Thing, let it be left (with proper Directions) at M"’ Sparrow’s in Arundel 
Street. 

Jacky drinks Col, MacCarty’s Health, and often asks what is become of You. 
Pray, satisfy this kind Question, by producing yourself soon to your very affect? & 
hearty 





Friends at Isleworth J.T. 
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Wednesday 
To the Hon?! Col! MacCarty at Prince’s Coffee House, Prince’s Street 
Dear Col! 

About two Hours after we parted, I received a Letter from Jack T—— with the 
following Account. 

Dub= Dec: 12 

‘I cou’d not meet with Faulkner, the Printer, ’till Friday; I quickly perceiv’d 
‘that he is very angry with M* Viner, for invading his Province,as a Bookseller. All 
“he wou’d tell me was, that he had no Thoughts of reprinting the Abridgment himself, 
“but he said he hoped the Booksellers here soon wou’d. I then went to Esdall’s, who 
“some Months ago publish’d Specimens for reprinting it at a Guinea a Volume: 
‘Esdall fled to England lately, upon his being order’d into Custody by the Commons 
‘for printing Lucas’s Works. His Wife told me he will return when the Session is 
‘over, and will then certainly go on with M* Viner, for he had gott near an Hundred 
‘Subscribers ; she had not One of the Specimens left ; but I will enclose the first I can 
“gett, and send it to you. My Father says, he wou’d not have bought the English 
‘ Edition, (which cost him above Twenty P%) if there had been any Prospect of an 
‘Irish one: He thinks, they will not be able to gett one, for, tho’ many gave in their 
‘Names to Esdall, no one gave him any Mony; He says, the only Method to have 
‘one is all the Booksellers joyning, as they did for the Universal History ; however, 
‘they all lost considerably by that.’ 

If this Account can give M*® Vyner any Satisfaction, you know, I shall be ex- 
tremely pleas’d. If I can possibly be of any farther Use, dear Col!, command most 
freely on all Occasions. Your J. T. 

Latouche was declar’d not duly elected, 110 to 52. And M* Burton was declar’d 
duly elected by the same Majority. 

Bishop Twisden, it’s said, will be marry’d to a Daughter of M? Carter, Master of 
the Rolls, to the entire dislike of the Father. She is very pretty, & has Six 
Thousand. 


(Draft of a letter by Charles Viner) 


I know not w* M? Faulkner means by saying y* I invade his Province asa Book- 
seller. About 10 Years since some Booksellers applied to me for purchasing my 
Copy but because I w4 not take 500! for it they would treat no further about it, & 
because y® sum was so very trifling I resolv'd on Printing it my self, or oy’wise my 
Work must have been lost both to my self in Effect, & to y® world absolutely. After 
I had printed it I set a lower price on y® first Volumes than I was told by some of y® 
Trade I need do, & made an allowance to y® Trade inan ample Manner even beyond 
what I was told w? be satisfactory, but some of y™ taking it into their Heads y* they 
c4 soon bring me to w' Terms they pleased they resolv’d not to dispose of any of y™ 
unless their Customers were resolv’d to have y”, & if any Gentleman inquired at 
their shops for y™ they told y® Gent. they were good for Nothing & so w4 not take y™ 
into their Shops. Matters being thus carried on a Considerable time I resolv’d at 
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Length to raise y® Price (w°* was too low before & as they now are allow’d to be y® 
Cheapest Books in y® Law) & take off y® allowance I made to y® Booksellers, & thus 
was I forc’d into wt M* Faulkner calls Invading his Province as a Bookseller. As to 
Mr’ Faulkner I never heard any thing of any such Bookseller or Printer in Dublin till 
his Journal of y® 3 of Jan'Y 1748 came to me by Post from Dublin & till now I never 
knew if he had taken or disposed of any one of my Books. Had he applied to meas 
another Bookseller in Dublin did I sh? have made M* Faulkner y® same allowance as 
I did & do to y® other, but shall not make y® same to y® Booksellers in England, & 
then I think M? Fawlkner w! have no Reason for his suggestion. This is y® Truth of 
this affair. 

If Mt Fawlkner will think fit to write me word what allowance either for single 
setts or Dozen compleat setts will satisfy him I will let him know my Resolutions, 
w“ IT believe he will think reasonable & will exceed what I will make to y® Book- 
sellers here. 

If any other Booksellers in Dublin or any other Part of Ireland will accept of a 
much better allowance than I make y® Booksellers Here & will let me know w* will 
satisfy ’em, if it be not unreasonable they may be complied with. 


Sir 

Observing that you insert your Subscribers as they come in, at y® Begin® of Each 
Vole I have sent you on y® other side my List of Eleven & desire you will add them, 
you’l put down my Name also among y™ as an Encourager of y™ Work, when y® next 
Vol® comes out send only ten because I beleive one or two of my Subscribers may 
happen to be in London & take y™ there. Iam Sir 
York Your Most Humble Serv* 
May 10" 1749 John Hildyard 

[A list of names follows. | 


(Probably Sept. 1749. Drafts only by Viner) 
My Lord. 

The Bearer hereof (Tho. King Esq’ a Gent at y® Bar) at my Request took a 
Journey to London last Week with Directions for pushing forward my affair as to an 
Act of Parliam*. He writes me word y* M* Bathurst & M* Fazakerley are both 
willing to second y® Motion but y* neither of y™ cares to move it, y® first thinks it will 
not be proper for him at present because my Particular Case must be mentioned. 
This objection I sh’ think might easily be got over. My Bookbinder writes me word 
y* y® Gent’ of y° Law in General to w™ my Cases were dd mention’d y* doing me all 
y® service in their Power. If your LP sh¢ think proper to mention or hint any thing 
to M* King to be done he will esteem it a great Honour & do his Utmost. Your 
L*?’s pardoning this further Trouble will add to y® many oblig"® before imposed upon 

My L* Y* L*®’s Most Obedient & 
most thankful Serv* 








OF LAW AND EQUITY 301 


My L? 

As my Health will not let me attend my affair in Parliam* myself I prevailed on 
the Bearer (Tho. King Esq™ a Gent. at the Bar) last week to take a Journey to 
London for me with Directions for y®forwarding matters there. I cannot yet prevail 
on any Gent. to move y® House, tho y® Law-Members in General declare y* they will 
do me all y® service in their Power, & M? Bathurst & M? Fazakerly both say they 
will be ready to second such Motion but do not care to move it. If your L4 sh? 
think proper to give any Hint or Directions to y® Bearer for forwarding this affair 
I shall esteem it as a great Honour done to My L4 

Y* L*?’s most obedient & 
most obliged Serv* 


St 

This Day hath been so excessively rainy that there was no stirring abroad but I 
made a shift to call on M* Lawson with whom I have had a great deal of Talk for I 
stayed to drink Coffee with him. He tells me he spoke as he promised me to Mr. 
Willes yesterday abt moving your Affair before the House and believes he wo® have 
done it but that he was to set out for the Country this Day to his Father. He ment 
speaking to M' Howard (son of the Earl of Suffolk) to Night and accordingly while I 
was with him sent his Servant to signify to M* Howard that he intended to wait on 
him this Evening. He is to let me know the Result. If he declines it M™ Lawson 
thinks M* Potter (the late Archbishops son) will be very proper but he has no acquain- 
tance enough with him to speak to him thereabouts but says L. C. J. Willes or 
his Son co® do it effectually so that if you write a Letter to L. C. J. Willes desiring 
that Favour of him he will no Doubt give M* Potter (who is at the Bar) a Letter upon 
the Occasion. However you'll defer doing so till you hear by the next Post from me 
whether M™ Lawson succeeds with M* Howard. I was this Day told by a Friend 
that he believed M* Robins (who is at the Bar) a Member for Stafford wo not refuse 
moving it and I intend to Morrow to try him having a Friend that is intimately 
acquainted with him. 

The very great Rain hindred me from calling to Day on the Booksellers for there 
was no getting so far without a Coach which wo? have been a needless Expence. 

Mr’ Lawson thinks tis best of all that M™ Bathurst did not move it and that M* 
P ce may have no Hand in the solliciting as being too remarkable and that wo4 
certainly be looked upon if coming from such Hands and managed so warmly as 
the first of them usually does—every Thing as a Party affair which wo‘ obstruct 
its passing and this he says he was once going to hint to you when you ment? the 
first of those Gentlemen, but did not know how you might take it. I think there is 
a good Deal of Reason in this and am sure mentioned it as a Friend as he really is to 
youinevery Thing. He thinks you need not be so very anxious ab‘ getting it moved 
before Xmas for were it now moved it must be committed 'till after the Holy Days and 
if moved not ’till then there will be but a few Days lost especially as the House will 
adjourn next Week. However if I can get it moved by the End of this or Beginning 
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of next Week I will if I can’t I’ll let you know and then set out on my Return into 
the Country. 

D* King I sho‘ have told you acquainted me of his Intention to set out for Oxford 
and so co? have no more Talk with him till his Return w™ will not be I suppose till 
after the Tide. 

I have no Answer from L‘ C. J. Willes’s Clerk as yet to y’ L* yesterday. 

You may be assured I shall do all in my Power to forward y* Affair being in that 
& every Thing else with the greatest Sincerity. Y" very hum, Serv* 

London 14 Dec" 1749 Th. King 


Sr 

I have had Talk with M? Clayton and he tells me he'll move in the House of 
Commons for the bringing in the intended Bill as soon as he has got any Gentleman 
of the Law to second him for as for M? Wilbraham he observes seldom or never comes 
up to the House. I’ll see next Week what ever any of those Gentlemen who were so 
forward to second a Motion will now not decline that too. 

I thought it might be some satisfaction to hear how Matters stand and therefore 
you have these few Lines from 

S? Y* very hum. Serv‘ in much Haste 

Jan"Y 27% 1749 Th. King 


St 

Friday happening to be a Holyday which was not thought of when M? Wilbraham 
fixed thereon for attending in the House of ComS to second the Motion has occasioned 
him to defer it till Tuesday next when he has promised me to be at the House for 
that Purpose and I have accordingly got M* Clayton to be ready to move it then tho’ 
indeed he has been ready to do it for this Week past. I find some of the Gentlemen 
will be for adding a Clause for the Judges to have a Power of fixing the Price to Law 
Books tho’ I have represented to’em the Difficulties that may attend it and the 
Handle it may give at present to impede the passing the Act for securing to you y™ 
Work. I have had some ado with some Gentlemen concerning y* being in Honour 
bound to proceed in the Publishing but upon opening to ’em as much as was necessary 
of y’ Subscribers not taking the Work &c. I have pretty well silenced them. As to 
Mr? Peirces Dra’ of the Bill ‘tis not at all proper and I have therefore returned it to him 
and shall keep him in the Dark as much as I can ab‘ the Time when or the Gent™ by 
whom the Motion is to be made and by that Means may have an Opportunity to drop 
him quietly. I am S* with great Readiness 

Y™ hum. Serv* 

Feb. 341749 Th. King 


Tho the Motion will be made and the Bill bro* into the House accordingly yet 
I have little Hopes of its passing as they are so bent on adding a Clause relating to 
the Prices of Law Books because this will be in Part repealing the 12 Geo. 2 and 
bring all the Opposition the Booksellers by the Friends can occasion, 
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So far as this I had wrote before I rec’ y* Letter of the 28" ult. from Reason tho 
I have been there twice since that Day I believe but he was both Times out of Town 
or from home. I shall observe the Contents in what I have not already done. 


Sir 

I believe you have already heard from M? King that I carry’d him to M* Wil- 
braham when he assur’d us he wo" be ready at any time to second M* Clayton in his 
Motion as he both before & since has promisd on my requesting him from time to time 
to fix the day, but to my great surprize on renewal of my request today he started so 
many difficulties to be plain with you inter nos I doubt w" we can securely depend 
upon him, one objn is that he ment* it to the AttY Gen! who seems to dislike the 
Exclusion of Ireland, ano” objn is that we should meet wt an opposition from 
Ireland. In short the best Advice I can give is for you to come to Town to waite on 
M* Wilbraham yourself & likewise on the AttY Gen! to whom you may solve all 
Difficulties & inform them of the sentiments of some of the judges: tho’ to speak the 
truth M* Clayton seems to stand firm to y" promise he first made me. When you 
arrive if I can be of further service you may Command me being 

S™ Your most obt Serv® 
J°° Lawson 

Postmark 6 Feb. (1749) 


P.S. I have no doubt if you’l come to Town but still you may get over all these 
difficulties & if you sh® fail of success here consider w' you may not file a Bill in 
Ireland to stop printing & selling y™ books. 

Dublin Feb. 6. 1749 
Sir 

I have been much surprized at an Advertisement of yours, which I have seen for 
some Time in the London Papers, wherein you intimate that your Abridgment of the 
Law is going to be reprinted in Ireland. What authority have you for this? Depend 
upon it, there is very little Danger from the Booksellers of Ireland, ever attempting an 
Edition of that Work. No, Sir, it must be from those of London, who loudly complain 
against you for making Slaves of them, and allowing them no Profits for Goods, that 
they are obliged to give long Credit for, and perhaps for some that they will never be 
paid for. Have you not, as they say, the Profits of an Author,a Printer,a Bookseller 
and a Banquier? All People complain that your Books are dear; you print them in 
your own House, allow the Booksellers little or no Profit, give them little or no Credit, 
but makethem pay ready Money. You know better than I do, that the Company of 
Stationers in London are a wealthy and an opulent Body; that they will carry on 
Business at any Expence, and will not allow any one to make a Monopoly of four 
Branches in one as I have before mentioned. How easily can they carry on your 
Work at different Parts of England, and particularly in Scotland, where they are now 
printing the Classics and many English Books? Whoever advised you to publish 
that Advertisement was not your Friend, as it has thrown a very great Damp on your 
Work, and maketh some People to wait for the imaginary Edition you mention. It 

REL 
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would not be practicable to send one Sett of your Books from hence to England, as 
the Custom-House Officers are so vigilant at all the Sea Ports, and seize every single 
Book whether English or Irish that is returned, or goes from hence: Besides, you 
have got most of the Gentlemen of the Law in this Kingdom for your Subscribers, 
many of whose Names you have not mentioned in the List of your Subscribers. I have 
had Six Setts of them, without one of their Names being in your List. And, now Sir, 
as I have set this affair in so clear and satisfactory a Light to you, I doubt not, but 
you will make me a Present of at least one Sett of your Works, as I have put you 
in a Method to carry on your Abridgement with Safety; in which I wish you all 
imaginable Success. I shall expect the Favour of your Answer, and am, Sir, your 
most humble Serv*® 
George Faulkner 

(This letter was addressed to ‘Charles Viner, Esq’ at M* Reason’s, Bookbinder, in 
Flower de Luce Court, Fleet Street, London’.) 


(A draft of a letter by Viner. In a clerk’s hand) 

Sir 

I likewise yesterday received Yours of the 24 for which I thank You. The 
Conclusion thereof relating to M™ Wilbraham’s moving for Liberty to bring in the 
Bill &c. is inconsistent with his Letter to me of which I shall send You a Copy. His 
promise to second such motion has been repeated many a time, & M* Clayton has 
been for a considerable time ready to move & Day’s fixed but always disappointed, 
& something or other mentioned to put it off. One thing was that the Speaker 
should have Notice, whereupon M? Clayton told him that he had spoke to the Speaker 
about it several Days before & that the Speaker said he thot there would be no 
Obstructions. One Saturday they were both at the House & went up to the Speaker 
who desired to talk with them the next Monday, w they did & then it was agreed 
on to move & second it the next Day or Wednesday but nothing done; & it is posi- 
tively said & I believe to be true yt M* Clayton was always ready & never failed at a 
time fixed. As to my L‘ Chant he approved of the Thing & my Case before it was 
printed. I sh‘ be sorry to be forced to think that M* W. by going to the Lord 
Chan? the Speaker, & also the Att. & Sol’ General has been fishing for an Excuse 
to avoid doing what he has so solemnly promised. Please to excuse this from (in 
hast) 
26 Feb. 1749. St Yours &c. 


Lincolns Inn Fields 27 Feb: 1749 
Sr. 

I reced your Lre too late this Evening for my seeing Mr. Wilbraham But shal 
wait on him to Morrow & desire his assistance as far as he can give the time. By his 
own offering to move for the Bill (w*" he did to me) I conclude him not averse but 
very hearty for it, And by his intending to talk with L* Chancell", he seemed to me 
only to Ward ag*t any Objeccon that might otherwise come, not from the Chancell* as 
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Disapproving the Work, But as the Law intended to be made might affect the Irish 
Subjects, and on that account might meet with objeccdns. But M™ Wilbraham, on 
mentioning it to me, sayd he was in hopes no Objeccon wé remain with the Chancell* 
on that account. The little I can do shal be to get the Bill forwarded, and IT its 
brought in without Dislike to any of the Ministry or great Personages, I take it The 
Forms of passing thro both Houses wont take up much time. ... [Continues about 
private matters] 
I am, S* Yo! most obedt Serv* 
Jer™ Cheveley 


(A draft of a letter by Viner. In a clerk’s hand) 

My Lord 

I think myself obliged in Duty to your L‘ship as well as in regard to my self to 
acquaint your L‘ship of the situation of my Parliamt Affair. The 15% Dect last M* 
Howard (the E. of Suffolk’s Son) was prevailed on to promise to move it the next 
Day but in the mean time a Message was brot (as) from M* Wilbraham that he would 
move it the same Day so that M* Howard did not attend nor M? Wilbraham neither, 
but the Gent. y* bro* the former Message said afterwards that M™ Wilbraham finding 
that he could not attend sent to M* Bathurst who promised to do it for him but that 
M* Bathurst was taken ill of a Cold & could not attend, y* M* W. promised to do it 
another Day, but that he did not. Whereupon before the meeting of the Parliamt 
after the Holy days I wrote to M? W. which produced an Answer &c. w*" I beg Leave 
to trouble Your L‘ship with a Copy of. Your L4ship will find that M* W. says he 
never promised to move it, but however promised to second it. Upon this I wrote to 
a Gentleman to ask M* Clayton to move it, who said he would consider of it & soon 
after promised to do it. Two Gentlemen waited on M? W.to acquaint of this & that 
Mr’ Clayton would move it when any other Gent. at the Bar w4 second him. M* W. 
then fixed it for the 24 Febr (which was no Parliam* Day) afterw* he fixed it for the 
Tuesday following when M? Clayton was ready but M* W. disappointed him. Then 
M? W. fixed on the next Day (Wednesday) & desired M* King to get M* Clayton to 
call him (M? W.) y® next Day out of the Court of Chancery in order to go to the 
House & second him. Accordingly Mr? C. called on M' W. who disappointed Mr? C. 
again & pretending as for Excuse y* the Speaker should have Notice. Mr’ C. told 
him that he had himself many Days ago spoke to him about it & that the Speaker 
thought there would not be any obstructions. M? W. then promised Mr! C. again to 
attend the next Day or ina Day or 2, but never yet can be prevailed upon to do 
what he has so often promised, but they being both in the House one Saturday they 
went up to the Speaker who desired to talk with them both on the next Monday after 
which it was agreed between M* C. & M' W.to move & second it either the next Day 
or the Wednesday, but, as is said before, nothing has been done tho M’ C. was always 
ready. I shall trouble Your L‘ship with a Copy of a Letter I received yesterday from 
M? Cheveley, the latter part of which is wholly inconsistent with M* W’s 1% Letter 
to me, & must submit to your L‘ship to put what Construction you think proper on 
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this Affair. Was it not that my Heart has been set on doing something for a Publick 
Benefit I would not give your L‘ship or my self any of this Trouble about it, which I 
most heartily beg your L‘ship to excuse & it will be the Highest Obligation imagin- 
able to My Lord 

Your L4ship’s &c. 


Dublin, March 21, 1749 
Sir 
I had the Favour of your Letter, which I should have answered sooner, had I not 

got a great Cold, which inflamed my Eyes. I am very well satisfyed with the Account 
you have given me of your Behaviour to the Booksellers, and am sorry for their ill 
Treatment to you: But they will be the Sufferers, your Work being in very great 
Reputation here, as well as in England: However, I wish you could prevent their 
Murmuring, which would cause a quicker Sale for your Work, put Money sooner in 
your Pocket, and get your Impression in a shorter Time off your Hands. You may 
now venture to print off the Remainder as soon as you think proper, as I can assure you, 
your Work will never be reprinted in Ireland. I most heartily thank you for the Present 
of your Abridgment, which I accept of; and altho’ I did not mention it in my former, 
I discouraged the Attempt against you, as much as in my Power lay,and even went so 
far, as to engage to return the Surplus Money of your Editions if any Edition should 
ever be reprinted in Ireland. And now, Sir, I hope your Mind will be at Ease, that 
you may go on vigorously and expeditiously with your other Volumes, in which I wish 
you all imaginable Success. Please to insert the under Names in the next List of the 
Subscribers that you publish, viz. 

Ignatius Blake, Esq. 

James Grattan, Esq. 

Thomas Monk, Esq. 

Edward Bolingbroke, Esq. ; L.L.D. 

George Faulkner, Bookseller, of Dublin, 2 Setts. 

The Sett you are so kind as to give me may be sent to the Castle and Falcon- 
Inn in Aldersgate-Street, London, and directed to M*. George Faulkner, Bookseller, 
in Dublin, to the Care of M* Peter Leakonby, Merchant, in Chester, who will take 
proper Care to forward them to your most obedient and most humble Servant 
George Faulkner 

(Addressed as the previous letter) 


Ap! 9. 1752 
Sr 
I have got some odd Volumes of your Abridgement; I desire to know what 
allowance you will make me, as a Bookseller, if I compleat them ; or if I buy a 
Number of Volumes equal to a Sett. Your answer will oblige 
Your most h®* Servt 
C. Bathurst at 
the Cross Keys, Fleetstreet 
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Sr 

I am favoured with yours of the 31% past. I always intended to compleat my 
Sett of your abridgemt and have not any reason for altering my intention in that 
respect So I desire you will send me the two last Vol w are printed of and please 
to send money acco!¥ what I am Indebted which I will take care to discharge because 
I dont chuse to have long accounts or accounts of long standing. 

If any opportunity offers in regard to securities I will remember you But good 
Securities are got very scarce. 

Iam S? Yo? very h®'* Servt 

Haslemere } Ri. Billinghurst 
June 24 1752 


Charles Viner Esq’ Bo! of Richard Ware 
1752 
Oct 26% 96 Bundles of Small Crown at 1. 1.0) = 100. 16.0 
putt up in 16 Trusses & Delivered to 
Smithers Barge on Tuesday — 
Hon? s* 


The Above was Delivered, very Safe & Dry & they have Promised to take a 
great Deal of Care of them. The Person I spoke too about the Money thinks he has 
a thing in treaty that may do, after he has had an Answer of Particulars will forward 
itto You. I Wish You a better State of Health & am 

Your obedient 
Hum. Ser* 
Rich? Ware 


Radbourn 4™ Aug. 1753 
Sir, 

I am desired by M* Jennens to write to you to send all the Vollumes of y™ 
Abridgment of the Law to his House in Ormond Street London ; please to send a 
Line with them of the Price and to whom he is to pay for them. I hope this will find 
you and M* Viner in good Health, and please to accept of my Wife’s Daughters and 


the service of 
Your Humble servant 


G. Pole 


Youll please to put him among your Subscribers—Charles Jennens Esq’ of Gopsal, 
Leicestershire 
Lond. Jan. 27. 1753 

Ss 

In a Letter I received last Week from M* Smith he desires to know when you 
intend to publish another Volume, he also orders a Complete sett of y™ Abridgm' 
except 2 Vol® & hopes you will consider the great number he uses of them, so as to 
let him have the sett on y® Terms & price of the first Number, am sorry to hear of 
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your ill state of Health, w* hope you will soon recover, your Answer y° first post, if 
Convenient, will oblige 
S™ Y™ most obed* Serv* 
Tho: Longman 
Sir 

As Iam a Constant Subscriber to your work and in the main think its a very 
laborious & valuable performance, tho’ not without Errorsas may be imagined in so 
large a Work, and as I would for your sake as well as that of y® publick wish it com- 
pleat as far as may be, have taken the liberty to point out some mistakes w‘* I dare 
say you'l take some opportunity to set right. 

I don’t find some titles you refer to, as Agreem', Alehouses, Orders of Bastardy 
so far as relates to y® business of Justices of y® peace, Bargain & Sale, Paraphernalia, 
Rates referred to from Overseer of y® poor. No notice taken of Overseers of High- 
way, or any of the Statutes relating thereto. No title of Zveason. No cases of 
felony subsequent to Hawkins w** I am told you promised to bring in under title 
crimes. These with several others have occured to me in perusing your work, w™ 
I thus communicate to you in private that you may make what use of you think 
proper, w™ I apprehend is doing you an Act of friendship from one of y® profession, 
instead of railing agt the work itself & not pointing out y® mistakes w many are apt 
to do. I hope you'l consider it as such & excuse the trouble given you by 

S™ Y? obliged humble Ser* tho’ 
London unknown 
FebY 24 1754 


MEMORANDA 
One Volume containing 200 Sheets N° 1000 
Printing at £1 55. per sheet p25 Om ssO One thousand at 22s. 6d. 11185 089 
400 Ream of Paper at 8s. . ote. OO 630 
Copy at £1 Is. per sheet . e. 21G8-0 0 
Clear 495 
peo a One thousand at 18s. is 7/900) O° 9 
Advertising . ' : Jee PTO Oto to ee 
630 0 0 Clear 270 0 Oo 
One Volume containing 200 Sheets N° 750 
Printing at £1 25. & 6d. per sheet 218 15 oO 750 at 225, 6d... ‘ « 849 15 00 
300 Ream of Paper at 8s, . + » 126-7R. 16 558 15 oO 
Copy at £1 Is. per sheett . +} SIONS re 
Clear 285 0 oO 
548 15 0 
One Volume cont. 200 Sheets N° 500 
Printing at 20s. per sheet . . 266°0 © 500 at 225. 6d. - 562 10 0 
200 Ream of Paper at 8s. . » 080 © © Cost 500 0 0 
Copy at . ‘ ‘ ; oj PRTG SDs tee ae 
a Clear 62 10 0 
490 0 O 
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1200 sheets a single Impression at 20s. y® printing 1200 0 Oo 
Doe Paper at 85. per Rheam 1200 Rheam . eugts. SOL ar Ol, O 
1680 Oo 
7 Books at £1 per Book Vizt for 7 times 500 . 3500 0 © = 3500 
1680 
1820 
De 14 Impression Vizt 750 yj : : 3. 203201000 
7 Books at 682 pages each Books & each to sell 
ab ZOs a8 hs : ; : : 15250001) © 


Expences 2032 10 oO 


Clear) 33227 10° 0 


Reced the 24 May 1740 of Charles Viner Esq’ One hundred pounds on Account for Printing 
paper by me 
£100 Tho: Dummer. 


Rec? from Cha’ Viner Esq. Ibs 
French Cannon Roman & Ital: Four Lines Pica & Two Lines Great Primer 
Capitals Nett : : ; : : : : : ; ; oeel4s 
of Batter’d Letters . : : : : : : < : , 5 eek} 
June 34 1741 


Viner’s Abridgmt of Law & Equity in 3 Volumes 

Propos’d to Booksellers to prevent complaint 

Six Sett of the three vol: now publish’d for 18! 3 m. credit on signing notes. 

Six of the 34 vol: for 6! 2 m. Cred, Signing Notes. After the 17 Instant no vol: to be sold for 
less than 1): 2: 6%, 


[Some specimen entries from an account book. | 


1742 i il ili IVa) |e seed, 
Dec. 23 Godfrey Clarke Esq™ p‘ me for (sheets) I I I ToRieset2 eG 
Mr. John Lacy bound S. all¢.7 I Teste 
25 Mr Serjt Wynne p? C. J. Esqt 3 binds. I I I snl jeno 
Lomax Marten Esqt (sheets) p? C. J. Esq* 
S. all¢. I I I Ie 4a 
Jan. 1 R4 Wilton Esq' (sheets) p¢ C. J. Esq’. I 17 O50 
Mr Burt sheets p4 C. J. Esq’. 2 Wee 2uel 0: eO 
4 Binding a 4th Vol. exchang’d by Mr. Knapton for 
one in sheets p? C. J. 2756 
Mr. Walthoe a Bookseller (sheets) p? C. J. Tas Lae Goa 
Ja. Burrow Esq? of Crown Office sheets p¢ C. J. I 120 
8 Shadwell Esq? sheets p¢C. J. Esq? S. all? & rec4 I key: os) 
22 Pickering Esq‘ (4 bound) I I I Re trast7 6 
W™ Talbot Esqt (4 bound) C. J. I I I Tenis ae lee 


* Subscription allowed. 





May y® 21: 1743. Recd. of M* Viner Four Pounds sixteen Shillings & six Pence for Binding 
Viners Abridgment in full of all Demands. Will. Reason, [There are other similar receipts. | 
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Charles Viner Esq’. 
June 21 1751 


Bot of Mary Blackwell one Cask of weak Printing Ink Quantity 36 Ib* at 
18 24 per Ib. 


Fo 6 cde 
Tok 2 <2 ‘0 
Cask o 2 6 


£2 4 6 
Recd July 5° 1751 of M* Reason two Pounds four Shillings & Sixpence being the Contents of 
this Bill 


P4 Mary Blackwell 
[Similar bills dated 3 Nov. 1752, 18 May 1753, and 4 Jan. 1754. | 


Order 
in the 
set. 


Xili 


XIV 


xV 


XVi 
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COLLATION OF VINER’S ABRIDGMENT 


Originalj 
order of 


publication. 


I. 


[wethin a double line border| A | General Abridgment | OF | LAW 
and EQUITY, | Alphabetically digested under proper TITLES; | 
WITH | NOTES and REFERENCES | to the WHOLE. | [dze] | 
By CHARLES VINER, £sq; | [Zine] | Favente Deo. | [double line] | 
ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire, xeay Farnham iz Surry. | PRINTED 
for the Author, by Agreement with the Law Patentees, | and are to be 
Sold by GEO. STRAHAN in Cornhill, and by | THO. YORK next Door 
to Serjeant’'s-Inn in Chancery-Lane, and in | Flower-de-Luce-Court in 
Fleet-Street, 1742. | 

fol. sigg. [a]-[5]’, [e]’, B-7 D?: pp. [18]+ 563+ [1]. 

Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5, 6], dedication to Philip, Lord Hard- 


wicke, Lord High-Chancellor ; [7, 8], preface; [8], errata slip (pasted on); [9-17], 
table ; [17, 18], catalogue of authors ; 1-563, FACTOR-FUNERAL CHARGES. 


Stationers’ Register. Entered with vol. 2,17 Dec. 1741. Advertised (with vol. 2) 
Evening Post 10/12 and 17/19 Dec. 1741 ‘ This Day is publish’d...’ A trial title- 
page in Bodl. Viner 231 reads: A | General Abridgment, | AND | COMMON| 
PLACE | OF | LAW and EQUITY. | Alphabetically digested under proper TITLES, 
WITH | NOTES and REFERENCES | to the WHOLE. 


[As above] 


fol. sigg. [a]*, [8]', [y]’, [5], le, B-7 Y?, 7 Z*: pp. [16] +637 +[1]. 

Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage; [5], dedication to Sir William Lee, Lord 
Chief Justice; [6], errata slip (pasted on); [7-16], table; 1-637, GAME- 
JUDGMENT. 


S.R. Entered 17 Dec. 1741. 


[as above, but with no comma after EQUITY nor semicolon after 
TITLES] ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire zear Farnham zm Surry. | 
PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law Patentees, | 
and are to be Sold by George Strahan in Cornhill, Thomas Osborne | in 
Gray's Inn, John Worrall in Bell-Vard near Lincoln’s Inn, and | by 
Thomas York next Door to Sevjeant’s-Inn in Chancery Lane, and | in 
Flower-de-Luce-Court in Fleet-Street, 1742. | 

fol. sigg. [a]?, [B]', a, b?, one leaf, B-7 M?, 7 N?: pp. [16]+ 598. 


Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5], dedication to William Fortescue, Master 
of the Rolls ; [7-15], table; 1-598, JUDICIAL-NOSMES. 


S$. R. Entered 5 June 1742. 


[as above] ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire zear Farnham zz Surry. | 

PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law Patentees, | 

and are to be Sold by George Strahan in Cornhill, and by John and | 

Paul Knapton in Ludgate-street; Or may be had of the Author at | his 

House at Aldershot as above, or at his Chambers N°. 3. in the | Azg’s 
ss 


RTo 


Order 
in the 
set. 


xvii 


Xviil 


xix 


XX 
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Original 
order of 


publication. 


5: 


6. 


Bench Walks, Inner-Temple; Or, in his Absence, of Thomas | York in 
Flower-de-Luce-Court in Fleet-Street, London. 1742. | 

fol. sigg. [a]?, [8], [y]?, [8]', a?, b’, one leaf, B—7 N*: pp. [22] +600. 

Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5], dedication to Sir John Willes, Lord 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas; [7-10], list of subscribers ; [11], additional list 


of subscribers ; [13-20], table; [21], errata to the four vols. ; 1-600, NOT GUILT Y-— 
PREROGATIVE OF THE KING. 


S.R. Entered 7 May 1743. Advertised London Evening Post 9/11 Nov. 1742, 
‘To-morrow will be publish’d...’: 16/18 Nov. and 27/30 Nov. 1742, ‘This Day is 
publish’d...’ 

[as above] ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire zear Farnham zz Surry: | 
PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law Patentees, | 
and are to be Sold by George Strahan in Cornhill, John and Paul | 
Knapton in Ludgate-street, and J. Shuckburgh next the Juner- | Temple 
Gate ; Or may be had of the Author at his House at Aldershot | as above, 
or at his Chambers N°. 3. in the Kzug’s Bench Walks, | Inner-Temple; 
Or, in his Absence, of Thomas York, Book-binder | in Flower-de-Luce- 
Court in fleet-Street, London. 1743. | 

fol. sigg. [a]’, [8]', [vy], [SP a*, b’, A-7 M?: pp. [18] +600. 

Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage ; [5, 6], dedication to Sir Tho. Parker, Lord 
Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer ; [7-10], list of subscribers with pasted slip at 


end containing additional subscribers ; [11], list of Irish subscribers ; [13-18], table ; 
1-600, PREROGATIVE OF THE KING-PROHIBITION. 


S.R. Entered 10 May 1743. 


[as above, except for King’s-Bench Walks and the last two lines of the 
imprint] Jner-Temple; Or, in his Absence, of William Reason, Book- | 
binder in Flower-de-Luce-Court in Fleet-Street, London. 1743. | 
fol. sigg. [a], one leaf, A‘, two leaves, one leaf, a*, b!, B~7 N?: pp. [26] +600. 


Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage; [5], dedication to Sir Lawrence Carter, 
Baron of the Exchequer; [7-14], preface ; [15-18], list of subscribers ; [19], list of 
Irish subscribers ; [21-26], table ; 1-600, PROHIBITION-REPLEVIN. 


S.R. Entered 3 Nov. 1743. 


[as above] 1744. 

fol. sigg. [a]’, [8]’, [y]’, [8]’, [«]’, a’, b*, B-7 N?: pp. [20] +600. 

Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage; [5], dedication to Sir John Fortescue 
Aland, a Justice of the Court of Common Pleas ; [7], advertisement ; [9-12], list of 


subscribers ; [13], list of Irish subscribers; [15-20], table ; 1-600, REPLEVIN- 
STEWARD OF COURTS. 


S.R. Entered 5 May 1744. 


[as above] 1744. 
fol. sigg. [a]?, [8]', [y]’, [8]', a’, b', B-7 G?: pp. [18]+ 576. 


Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage ; [5], dedication to Sir William Chapple, 
a Justice of the Court of King’s Bench ; [7-10], list of subscribers; [11], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [13-18], table; 1-576, STOCKS-TRESPASS. 


S.R. Entered 31 Oct. 1744. 
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publication. 


Q. 


Io, 


Il. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


[as above] 1745. 


fol. sigg. [a], [8], [y]’, [e]’, a?, b!, B-7 N?: pp. [18] + 600. 


Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5], dedication to the Hon. Martin Wright, 
a Justice of the Court of King’s Bench; [7-10], list of subscribers ; [11], list of Irish 


subscribers ; [13-18], table ; 1-600, TRIAL-UNION OF ENGLAND AND SCOT- 
AND. 


S.R. Entered 18 May 1745. 


[as above] 1745. 


fol. sigg. [a]?, [@]', [y]’, [6]', a?, one leaf, B—7 A?: pp. [18]+551+[1]. 


Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5], dedication to the Hon. James Reynolds, 
a Baron of the Exchequer ; [7-10], list of subscribers ; [11], list of Irish subscribers ; 
[13-18], table; 1-551, UNIVERSITY-YEAR, DAY, AND WASTE. 


S.R. Entered 28 Oct. 1745. 


[as above] ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire near Farnham zz Surry: | 
PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law Patentees, | 
and are to be Sold by George Strahan in Cornhill; Or may be had | of 
the Author at his Chambers N°. 3. in the Kzng’s-Bench Walks, | Inner- 
Temple; Or, in his Absence, of Walliam Reason, Book- | binder in 
Flower-de-Luce-Court in Fleet Street, London. 1746. | 

fol. sigg. [a]*, [8]?, [y]’, [6]!, a2, B-7 N?: pp. [18]+ 600. 


Contents: p.[2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5], dedication to Sir Thomas Abney, a Justice 
of the Court of Common-Pleas; [7], advertisement; [9-12], list of subscribers ; 
[13], list of Irish subscribers ; [15-18], table; 1-600, ABATEMENT-ACTIONS 
{CASE. GIFT.]. Some copies lack the Advertisement: in Bodl. Viner 173 the dedi- 
cation leaf is conjugate with the Advertisement. 


S.R. Entered 31 Oct. 1746. 


[as above] 1747. 


fol. sigg. [a]?, [8], [y}, [6], [e]?, B-7 N?: pp. [16]+ 600. 

Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage; [5], dedication to Sir Thomas Burnet, 
a Justice of the Court of Common Pleas ; [7-10], list of subscribers ; [11], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [13-16], table; 1-600, ACTIONS [CASE. GIFT.]-APPENDANT 
[OR APPURTENANT]. 


S.R. Entered 26 May 1747. 


[as above] 1747. 


fol. sigg. [a}’, [8]', fy}, [8]}, [e]’, B-6 X?: pp. [16] + 540. 

Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage; [5], dedication to the Rt. Hon. John 
Bowes, Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer in Ireland ; [7-10], list of 
subscribers ; [11], list of Irish subscribers ; [13-16], table; 1-540, APPENDANT 
[OR APPURTENANT]-BAILIFF. 


S.R. Entered 31 Oct. 1747. 


[as above] 1748. 


fol. sigg. [a]’, [8], [v}, [8?, B-7 N*: pp. [14] + 600. 
Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage; [5-8], list of subscribers ; [9], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [11-14], table ; 1-600, BAILIFF-COMMON. 


S.R. Entered 10 Nov. 1748. 
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Order 
in the 
set. 


Vv 


vi 


vii 


viii 


Original 
order of 


publication. 


15. 


16. 


19, 


18, 


19. 


[as above] ALDERSHOT iz Hampshire near Farnham zw Surry: | 
PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law-Patentees, | and 
are to be Sold by A. Strahan, in Cornhill; and J. Worrall, in | Bell- 
Yard, near Lincoln’ s-Inn; Or may be had of the Author, at | N°. 3. in the 
King’ s-Bench Walks, Inner-Temple; Or, in his Ab- | sence, of 7. Reason, 
Bookbinder, in Flower-de-Luce-Court, in Fleet- | Street, London. 1751. | 
fol. sigg. [a]’, [8], [y]’, [6], a2, B-7 N?: pp. [12]+ 600. 


Contents : p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5], dedication to the Rt. Hon. Arthur Onslow, 
Speaker of the House of Commons ; [7-10], list of subscribers ; [11], list of Irish sub- 
scribers ; [13-16], table ; I-600o, COMMON-CONUSANCE OF PLEAS. 


S. R. Entered 20 Nov. 1750. 


[as above] 1751. 


fol. sigg. [a]’, [6]?, [y]', [8]?, B-7 M?, 7 N?: pp. [14]+598. 


Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage ; [5-8], list of subscribers ; [9], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [11-14], table ; 1-598, CONUSANCE OF PLEAS-COURT-LEET. 


S.R. Entered 5 June 1751. 


[as above] ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire zear Farnham zz Surry: | 
PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law-Patentees, | and 
are to be Sold by /. Worrall, in Bell- Yard, near Lincoln’s-Inn ; | Or may 
be had of the Author, at N°. 3. in the King’s-Bench | Walks, Inner- 
Temple; Or,in his Absence, of J. Reason, Book- | binder, in Flower-de- 
Luce-Court, in Fleet-Street, London. 1752. | 


fol. sigg. [a]’, [B]’, [y]’, [8], B-7 N?: pp. [14] +600. 


Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage; [5-8], list of subscribers ; [9], list of 
Irish subscribers; [11-14], table; 1-600, COURT [OF SHERIFF’S TOURN.}- 
DESCENT. 


S.R. Entered 22 Nov. 1751. 


[as above] 1752. 


fol. sigg. [a]?, [8]’, [y]’, [5]?, B-7 M?: pp. [14]+596. 


Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5-8], list of subscribers; [9], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [11-14], table; 1-596, DESCENT-DISMES, [OR TITHES]. 


S.R. Entered 28 April 1752. 


[as above] ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire ear Farnham ¢# Surry: | 
PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law-Patentees, | 
and are to be Sold by J. Worrall, in Bell- Yard, near Lincoln’s-Inn ; | 
and J. Reason, Book-binder, in Flower. de-Luce-Court, in Fleet- | Street, 
London. 1753. | 


fol. sigg. [a]’, [8]*, [y]’, [8], B-7 N*: pp. [14] +600. 


aos 


pictedacan pa premeni oats pec imtbecsee 
rd . 


arp ee ag ele le ree em r 


i Petts sae ee 


re 
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Order Original 
in the order of 
set. publication. 


Contents: p. [2], licence; [3], titlepage ; [5-8], list of subscribers ; [9], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [11-14], table ; 1-600, DISMES, [OR TITHES]-ERROR. 


S.R. Entered 17 May 1753. 


x 20. [as above] 1753. 


fol. sigg. [a]?, [8], [y]', (82, B-7 M?: pp. [14] +596. 


Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage; [5-8], list of subscribers; [9], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [11-14], table ; 1-596, ERROR-EXECUTION. 


S.R. Entered 22 Nov. 1753. 


i 21, [as above] 1753. 


fol. sigg. [a], [89 [y', a2, B-6 D?: pp. [14] +472. 


Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5-8], list of subscribers ; [9], list of Irish 
subscribers ; [11-13], table; [14], pasted slip, corrigenda and addenda; 1-472, EXECU- 
TION-EXTRAPAROCHIAL., 


S. R. Entered 29 Nov. 1754. 


xii 22. [as above] ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire zear Farnham zz Surry: | 
PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law-Patentees. | 
fol. sigg. [a]*, [B]*, B-Yyy?: pp. [8]+268. 

Contents: p. [2], licence ; [3], titlepage ; [5-8], table ; 1-268, EVIDENCE. 
S.R. Entered 11 June 1757 by the University of Oxford. 


xxiii 23. INDEXES | to MR VINER’s| GENERAL ABRIDGMENT | OF | 
LAW and EQUITY. | 
fol. sigg. a-d*, +?, Pf’, a2, A-6 E?: pp. 15 +[9] + 482. 


Contents: p.1, half-title ; 2, contents ; 3-6, index of reporters abridged ; 7-15, index 
of the general titles ; [2-9], list of subscribers ; 1-482, index of the names of the 
cases. 


S.R. Entered 11 June 1757 by the University of Oxford. 


The collation given above is that of the Bodleian copy (W. 2. 1-23 Jur.) which 
was received under the provisions of the Copyright Act. The normal order of the 
preliminaries is licence, titlepage, dedication (if any), list of subscribers, list of Irish 
subscribers, and table. In those cases where the binder has accidentally varied this 
order I have restoredit. Animprint not represented in the Bodleian set is the following 
from BM. 710 e.1 (vol. ii of the set): ‘ALDERSHOT zz Hampshire zear Farnham 
wm Sutry: | PRINTED for the Author, by Agreement with the Law Patentees, | and 
are to be Sold by George Strahan in Cornhill; Or may be | had of the Author at his 
House at Aldershot as above, or at his | Chambers N° 3. in the King’s Bench Walks, 
Inner Temple ; | Or, in his Absence, of Zhomas York in Flower de Luce Court in | 
Fleet-Street, London, 1742. | 

As the volumes were unnumbered it was immaterial which setting of a titlepage 
was attached to any volume, and it would appear that when back volumes were supplied 
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the titlepage affixed was the one then current. 


of four sets: 


Order in 
the set. 


i 

il 

ill 
Iv 

Vv 

vi 
vil 
Vill 
1X 

x 

X1 
x 
Xili 
XIV 
XV 
XVI 
XV 
XVili 
xix 
xX 
XXl 
XX11 
XXili 


Bodleian. 


1746 
1747 
1747 
1748 
1751 
1751 
1752 
1752 
1753 
1753 
1753 
n.d. 

1742 
1742 
1742 
1742 
1743 
1743 
1744 
1744 
1745 


1745 
n.d. 


Maitland 
Library. 


ciae | Imprint 
1751 


as 
1757 | Bodl. v 
1751 
n.d. 
3? 
de Imprint 
99 as 


” | Bodl. xii 


99 


1742) Imprint 
1742 as 
1742 | Bodl. 
1742/ xili—xvi 
1751 

1751 ; 
1751 Imprint 


1751 
1751 Bodl. v 
1751 
n.d. 


All Souls 
College. 


As Bodl. 


i—Xii 


1742) Imprint 
1742 as 
1742 Bodl. 
1743 XVill 
As Bodl. 
XViil-XXili 
n.d, 


The following table gives the variations 


Magdalen 
College. 


n.d. 


Bodl. ix 


1753 Imprintas 


The commonest watermark on the paper used for the Adridgement is CV placed 
Other watermarks noted are B, 5, 0, 1 vol abr, 4 vol 
abr—each of these being a corner-mark; and a device representing a female figure 
within a fence with the words PRO PATRIA, the counter mark being CV in a 


in the corner of a sheet. 


cartouche. 
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APPENDIX I 


The Stationers against the Patentees about the 
Printing of Roi’s Abridgment (1666). 


IN Parliament. ‘The Councel for the Patentees. 

The Order of Parliament saith, there is a Committee appointed for the inspecting 
the Act for the Regulating the Press, and to enquire if there be any illegal Patent, or 
any abuse in unlawful Licensings. 

I will begin at the rise and occasion of the Complaint. I look upon the Company 
of Stationers and Printers as they are by the King incorporated, and those that have 
printed this Book are the Members of the Company; so that they are but one 
Complainant: We claim under Letters Patents 19 Jaz. 15 Jac. the Patent is granted 
by the King, but it doth recite a Patent granted 10 May 41st of the Queen to White 
and WVorton; and another Patent granted 1 Fizz. to Nathaniel Totteridge: when the 
Letters Patents hath recited them two, then it doth in consideration of good and 
faithful service done by John More, and for other good considerations grant to John 
More full Licence after execution of the former Patent to print all Law-Books that 
concern the Common Law, wherein no body hath an especial priviledge granted under 
the great Seal of England. This Patent is now come to Collonel Atkins in the 
Right of his Wife Daughter of John More, and in the Right of this Patent Collonel 
Atkins and his Assigns do claim the sole Printing of all Law-Books. After this in 
pursuance of this Patent, there was an agreement made with the Stationers ; since the 
Return of the King, there hath been a Bill preferred in Chancery, and a Decree, the 
end of which was, That the Stationers should no longer print Law-Books, without 
the assent of Collonel Atkims. After Mr. Zyton and Mr. Roger did undertake to print 
this Book of Rolls, and they were complained of in Chancery; the Lord Chancellor 
awarded the Injunction to go against every Member of the Company: Against this 
Patent, this Decree, this Injunction, the Complainants have brought it into Parliament. 

These Queries have been stirred. 

1. If the Grant of this sole Printing of Law-Books be a publick grievance? 
I hold not. 

2. If stopping the Impression of the Book called Rolls Abridgment being 
licensed by the Judges, be justifiable by our Patent? I hold it is. 

3. If by this Patent we may print Law-Books without being licensed by the 
Judges hands; and if not, whether the Act for regulating the Press puts this restraint 
upon us &c. I hold we may not print Law-Books without the Judges Licence. 

4. If the Decree and Injunction thereupon in Chancery forbidding the Printing 
of this Book be just and were duly obtained? I hold they be. I shall speak of the 
Kings Prerogative in granting this Patent, and lay down these Hypotheses. 

1. The King by the Common Law hath a general Prerogative over the Printing 
Press; So that none ought to Print a Book for publique use without his Licence. 
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2. He hath a general Ownership over Law-Books, if the Art of Printing had 
never been known. 

3. This Prerogative and Interest of the King in Printing Law-Books, is not only 
saved by the Provisoe of the Act of Parliament for Regulating the Press, but it is 
confirmed by it. 

Consider Printing under two Notions. 

1. Asit is a Labour and Exercise of the body, whereby Characters are engraven. 

2. As it isa ready means to convey the Letters to our publique view. Under 
this last notion I take it, and in that sence Printing will come under the Prerogative 
of the King. 

1. The King hath a general Prerogative at Common Law (though Printing was 
introduc’t into the Realm since Richard the Seconds time) time out of memory ; the 
Publishing of Books, and the Art of Writing and Communicating is as ancient as time 
it self, and at first subjected to the Supream Authority. The Decalogue is the first 
written Book that we have any memorial of. Custos Tabularum. Aristotles Physicks, 
which he wrote to the King and communicated Copies, when he was reproved for it, 
said, I have given Copies of a Book which none but Alerander and Aristotle under- 
stand. The Kings Prerogative over Printing is necessary as to Religion, conservation 
of the publique Peace, and necessary to preserve good understanding between King 
and People. 

The King is caput Ecclesiz, All Heretique Books that have been burnt are 
testimonies of the Kings Prerogative. Coke 3 Just.c. 97. Aman at Common Law 
might build a Church without Licence, for that was but a particular expence, but he 
could not erect a Spiritual Body Politck without Licence. He may write a Book and 
print it without the Kings Licence, but publish it he cannot: Licencing of Books was 
long in use before the Act for Regulating the Press. It concerns the Peace of the 
King and Kingdom. Printing is of an universal Influence. I compare it to the building 
of a Castle. And 8 Fig. c. 13. no man may make Sea-marks or Beacons without 
Licence ; and a Book may raise as great a dust and alarmn as a Beacon. 

That Prerogative which the King hath used time out of mind, is certainly the 
Kings Prerogative. But time out of mind the King hath used to licence some with 
restraint to others. Above fifty Patents from 1 #d. 6. to this day. I have a note of 
one and fifty Patents granted for the imprinting of divers Books. Since Ed. 6. time 
the Printers and Stationers are incorporated; they complain against their own 
Charters ; they have Patents themselves. These Patents are of Divinity Books, as 
Common-Prayer Books, Testaments, and no Judgment is given against them as 
Monopolies or Grievances. If a private man be peaceably in Land for sixty years, 
this is a good Prescription. So for Civil Law-Books, School-Books, Almanacks, that 
is a Priviledge to the Stationers themselves as a Corporation ; if the one isa Monopolie, 
so certainly is the other. Jnter leges Alured. cap. 18. The Common Law was, Qui 
Salsos rumores in vulgus sparserit &c. West. 1. ¢c. 34.2% R. 2. ¢. 5. though this was no 
Prerogative over the Press, yet it was a Prerogative over the means of communicating 
our thoughts. 
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2. Now to come to his Ownership as to the Mechanical part of Printing: Since 
his care and expence produc’d it, it is unreasonable he should be denied interest 
therein. In Monopolies, the Inventions are preserved to them that invented it. Now 
if I can prove the King at his own price brought it into Exgland first, then he was 
the first Owner of it. Although our Histories do take it for a Tradition that it 
was brought in here in the year 1571. it isa mistake. The Art of Printing was first 
at fZarlem, the news of it came over to H. 6. the Archbishop desired the King, that 
it might be brought over into Eyxgland, which he did at his own Charge at the 
Expence of 1500 Marks, first to Oxford, then to St. Albans; the person whom they 
assigned to bring it was a Merchant, who was hired by that Gentleman to whom the 
King did commit this care. Such a Record was in Scrinzjs of the Archbishop. 

3. The King hath a particular Prerogative over Law-Books, and so he would 
have had, if the Art of Printing had never been known. 

The Reasons are. 1. All the Laws of Axgland are called the Kings Laws ; 
because when he passeth a Bill he saith, Le Roy veult; or when it hath past both 
Houses, and the King will not pass it, he saith, Le Roy avisera. 

2. The Salaries of the Judges are paid by the King; and Reporters in all Courts 
at Westminster were paid by the King formerly. 

Olject. There was an Ordinance of Parliament for the Printing of my Lord 
Cokes 2d. and 3d. Institutes. 

Resp. Notwithstanding this Ordinance of Parliament, the Kings Patentee had 
the Printing of this Book in spight of the Ordinance. 

I hasten to those Clauses that are within the particular Act of Parliament, 
14 Car. 2. c. 33. Its not destroyed nor abrogated by that Act. 

None may Print any Book whereof another hath sole priviledge to Print by 
Patent. Then observe the Provisoe. Nezther this Act nor any thing therein 
contained shall extend to prejudice the just Rights, Priviledges and Grants granted 
under the great Seal or otherwise. 

Object. Just Rights, not Monopolies. 

Resp. Why granted under his great Seal? Suppose if this Provisoe were out 
of doors, I would then know if the King could not have granted Letters Patents, that 
such a Book shall be printed, not licenced by the Licencer? I think he might: 
there be no negative words to oust the King of his Prerogative ; then whatever he 
had before the passing of that affirmative Act, it isnottakenaway. Croke Eliz. 542. 
Armiger versus Holland. All the Licences before this Act were made by the King ; 
the words of this Act whereby the Licencing of Books is enacted, say, That no man 
shall Print a Book till it be licensed. Therefore there are two things in this Clause. 

1. No man can Print a Book till it be Licenced. 

2. The Licence must pursue this Act of Parliament. If I bring a Book to be 
licenced by the Licencer, and he will not, I have no remedy, not so much as an 
Action upon the Case ; only a recourse to the King to make Complaint. To apply 
this. Although this Book be Licensed by the Judges, yet if in truth it be not 
Licenced by the King to Print it, though the Book may well be Printed by him that 

Tat 
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hath Authority, yet he that hath no Authority cannot. It is one thing to Licence a 
Book to say, This Book is fit for publick view ; and another thing to say, This Book thus 
licenced shall be Printed by any that can get it into his Hands. Licence to Print, 
that goes to the Bookseller or Printer, Licenced to be Printed, goes to the King. 

There was a lease granted by Collonel Atkins and my Lady to the Company of 
Stationers, for term of years reserving such a Rent. In times of the late Tumults, 
this Rent incurred in arrear, Collonel Azkins being in the Kings Service. When the 
King came in he prefers his Bill against them: upon this the matter was heard, and 
a Decree then made that 1100 7. was due to Collonel Atkins; then they assign an 
agreement with the Seal of their Corporation, the substance of which was, That in 
consideration Collonel A¢kzzs would Release the 1100 /. they would Release all their 
Right in the Lease to come. Afterwards come Rofer and Tzton and Print this 
Book, contrary to the Injunction, Decree, and their own consent. 

Object. It is a Monopolie. 

Resp. True, where the King hath not a Prerogative. 

Object. No Grant heretofore ought to have been granted, unless a Writ of ad 
guod dampnum had before gon out. 

Resp. If the King hath suit to a Bill ratione Prxrogative, he might grant it to 
me, and an ad quod dampnum might not be awarded: in other cases it might, as in 
building Bridges, &c. 

Olject. Prices of Books by this means will be inhanc’t. 

Resp. That is matter of Fact. No Books are sold so cheap as are Printed by 
the Kings Patentees. So my Clyent informs me. 

Odject. Printing isa Common Trade; if it take away the Trade in part or in 
the whole, the Patent is destroyed. 

Resp. It is no Common Trade, there are never above twenty Printing Presses 
at a time. 

Ajudged for the Patentees. : 
(S. Carter. Reports of Cases, xvi-xix years 

of Charles II. 1688. Pp. 89-92.) 


APPENDIX II 
LONDON, Sepé. 14. 1753. 
THE CASE OF Samuel Richardson, of London, Printer ; With regard to the 
INVASION of his PROPERTY in The History of Sir Charles Grandison, 
Before PUBLICATION, By certain BOOKSELLERS in Dubin. 


THE EDITOR of The HisTory of Sir CHARLES GRANDISON had intended to 
send the Volumes of it, as he did those of the HisToRY of CLARISSA HARLOWE, to 
be printed in /reland, before he published them himself in London. Accordingly, 
when he had printed off so considerable a Part of the Work, as would have constantly 
employed the Press to which he purposed to consign them, he sent over 12 Sheets of 
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the First Volume to Mr. George Faulkner; intending to follow it with the rest, as 
Opportunity offered. 

He had heard an /rish Bookseller boast, some Years ago, That he could procure 
from any Printing-Office in London, Sheets of any Book printing in it, while it was 
going on, and before Publication; and Mr. Faulkner cautioning him on this Subject, 
with regard to this Work, he took particular Care to prevent, as he hoped, the Effects 
of such an infamous Corruption, as it must be called; since it could not be done but 
by bribing the Journeymen or Servants of the London Printer. He gave a strict 
Charge, before he put the Piece to Press, to all his Workmen and Servants, as well in 
PRINT (that it might the stronger impress them), as by Word of Mouth, to be on their 
Guard against any out-door Attacks. This was the Substance of the printed Caution 
which he gave to his Workmen, on this Occasion: “A Bookseller of Dudin has 
“assured me, That he could get the Sheets of any Book from any Printing-house in 
“ London, before Publication. I hope I may depend upon the Care and Circumspection 
“of my Friends, Compositors and Pressmen, that no Sheets of the Piece I am now 
“putting to Press be carried out of the House; nor any Notice taken of its being at 
“Press. It is of great Consequence to me. Let no Stranger be admitted into any of 
“the Work-rooms. Once more, I hope I may rely on the Integrity and Care of all 
“my Workmen—And let all the Proofs, Revises, &c. be given to Mr. Tewley” [his 
Foreman], “to take care of.” 

He had no Reason to distrust their Assurances; most of them being Persons of 
experienced Honesty; and was pleased with their declared Abhorrence of so vile 
a Treachery, and of all those who should attempt to corrupt them. Yet, to be still 
more secure, as he thought, he ordered the Sheets, as they were printed off, to be 
deposited in a separate Warehouse ; the Care of which was entrusted to One, on 
whom he had laid such Obligations, as, if he is guilty, has made his Perfidy a Crime 
of the blackest Nature (2). Having Three Printing-houses, he had them composed, 
and wrought, by different Workmen, and at his different Houses; and took such 
other Precautions, that the Person to whose Trust he committed them, being 


(a) Peter Bishop, whose Business was to read Proofs to the Corrector, and to employ his Leisure 
Hours in the Warehouses; and who (and no other Person) being entrusted with the Sheets of Sir 
Charles Grandison, as wrought off; and to lay-by Three Sheets of each of the Twelves Edition, and 
One of the Octavo, for Mr. Richardson’s sole Use; had an Opportunity which no other Man, however 
inclined, could have, to perpetrate this Baseness. 

Mr. Richardson, on Suspicions too well-grounded, dismissed Bishop from his Service; and, after 
he was gone, having Reason to suspect Thomas Killingbeck, one of his Compositors, as the Confederate 
of Bishop, and by whose means, he having worked some Years in /reland, it was easy for him to 
manage this Piece of Treachery; and Killingbeck, on Examination, giving him Cause to strengthen his 
Suspicions; yet asserting his Innocence; he proposed to him the said Killingbeck to draw up himself 
such an Affidavit as he thought he could safely take, to exculpate himself. Killingbeck made poor 
Excuses and Pretences; but, at last, took till the next Morning to draw it up. The next Morning he 
told Mr. Richardson, that he was advised not to draw up such an Affidavit; and gave such evasive 
Reasons, as induced every body to believe him guilty. Upon this, Mr. Richardson discharged him 
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frequently questioned by him as to the Safety of the Work from Pirates, as frequently 
assured him, That it was impossible the Copy of any complete Volume could be come 
at, were there Persons in his House capable of being corrupted to attempt so vile 
a Robbery. 

What then must be his Surprize, when Intelligence was sent him from Dudlin, 
That Copies of a considerable Part of his Work had been obtained by Three different 
Persons in that City ; and that the Sheets were actually in the Press? The honest 
Men published their own Names, in Three different Title-Pages stuck up, in Dudlin, 
in the following Words: 


“ Dublin, Aug. 4.1753. Speedily will be published, The HISTORY of Sir CHARLES 
“ GRANDISON. Ina Series of Letters Published from the Originals, By the EDITOR 
“of PAMELA and CLARISSA. In Seven Volumes. Duédlin: Printed by and for 
“HENRY SAUNDERS, at the Corner of Christ-Church-Lane.” 

The Second :—“ Aug. 4th, 1753. In the Press, The HIsTORY of Sir CHARLES 
“ GRANDISON”’ (as in the other). ‘‘ Dublin: Printed by JOHN EXSHAW, on 
“ Cork-hill.” 

The Third :—“ Dublin, Aug. 4th, 1753. Jn the Press, and speedily will be 
“ published, The HISTORY of Sir CHARLES GRANDISON” (as in the Two others). 
“ London: Printed for S. Richardson:” [Vile Artifice!] “ Dublin: Reprinted for 
“PETER WILSON, in Dame-street.” 

The Editor had convincing Proofs given him, that one of these Men had procured 
a Copy of a considerable Part of the Work in Océavo, another in Duodecimo; and 
that they were proceeding to print it at several Presses. 

Terms having been agreed upon between Mr. Faulkner and the Editor, in 
Consideration of the Preference to be given him (One of which related to the Time of 
publishing the Dublin Edition, that it might not interfere with the Appearance of the 
London one) Mr. Faulkner, in consequence of the successful Corruption, signified to 
the Editor, that it was needless to send him any more than the 12 Sheets he dad sent 
him ; and that he had obtained a Fourth Share of these honourable Confederates : 
But that (to procure this Grace, as is supposed) he had been compelled, as he calls it, 
to deliver up to them, to print by, the Copy of the 12 Sheets aforesaid, which had 
some few Corrections in them, which occurred on a last Revisal ; but which are of no 
Moment with regard to the History: Tho’ possibly this worthy Confederacy may 
make use of those few Corrections in those 12 Sheets, in order to recommend their 
surreptitious Edition as preferable to that of the Proprietor. Of what will not Men 


from his Service. He left his House, pretending he would draw up something, as desired; but never 
since came near it; and is now applying for Work elsewhere. 

Since writing the above, Mr. Richardson has received a Letter from Bishop, on Occasion of some 
Friend of his advising him to an ample Confession; and to depend on that forgiving [’emper which he 
had before experienced; in which he offers Circumstances to prove that Ki/lingbeck might find Oppor- 
tunities to steal the Sheets without his Connivance ; tho’, were that the Case, none (after such repeated 
Warnings and Cautions) to clear himself of the most culpable Negligence. 
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be capable, who can corrupt the Servants of another Man to betray and rob their 
Master ? 

The Editor, who had also great Reason to complain of the Treatment he met 
with in his Pamela, on both Sides the Water, cannot but observe, that never was 
Work more the Property of any Man, than ¢hzs is his. The Copy never was in any 
other Hand: He borrows not from any Author: The Paper, the Printing, entirely at 
his own Expence, to a very large Amount; Returns of which he cannot see in 
several Months: Yet not troubling any of his Friends to lessen his Risque by a Sub- 
scription: The Work, Copies of which have been so zmmorally obtained, is a moral 
Work: He has never hurt any Man; nor offended these: They would have had 
Benefits from the Sale, which the Editor could not have, being not a Bookseller ; and 
he always making full and handsome Allowances “ Booksellers. 

But nothing less, it seems, would content these Men, than an Attempt to possess 
themselves of his whole Property, without Notice, Leave, Condition, or Offer at 
Condition ; and they are hastening the Work at several Presses, possibly with a View 
to publish their piratical Edition before the lawful Proprietor can publish his. And 
who can say, that, if they can get it out before him, they will not advertise, that As 
is a Piracy upon ¢heirs ? 

Yet these Men know, that they have obtained the Parts of the Work they are 
possessed of, at the Price of making an innocent Man unsafe in his own House; and 
of dishonouring him in the Opinion of his Employers; who, probably, may not 
choose to trust their Property in the Hands of a Man, who cannot secure his own 
from intestine Traitors. 

Since the above was written, Mr. Richardson has been acquainted, that his Work 
is now printing at Four several Printing-houses in Dublin, for the Benefit of the 
Confederacy ; viz. Two Volumes at Mrs. Reiley’s; One at Mr. Williamson’s ; One 
at Mr. Powells ; One at Mr. M‘Culloch’s; and that they hope at Mrs. Rezley’s to get 
another Volume to print; and are driving on to finish their Two Volumes for that 
Purpose. 

The Work will make Seven Volumes in 7zwelves ; Six in Octavo ; and he appre- 
hends, from the Quantity he himself had printed, when the Fraud was discovered, 
that the Confederacy have got Possession of Five entire Volumes, the greatest Part 
of the Sixth, and of several Sheets of the Seventh and last; but the Work being 
stopt when the Wickedness was known, they cannot have the better Half of the con- 
cluding Volume. 

He is further assured, that these worthy Men are in Treaty with Booksellers in 
Scotland, for their printing his Work, in that Part of the United Kingdom, from 
Copies that they are to furnish ; and also, that they purpose to send a Copy to France, 
to be translated there, before Publication: No doubt for pecuniary Considerations ; 
and in order to propagate, to the utmost, the Injury done to One, who never did any 
to them ; and who, till this Proceeding, he blesses God, knew not that there were such 
Men in the World among those who could look out in broad and open Day. 

It has been customary for the /7vzsh Booksellers to make a Scramble among 
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themselves who should first intitle himself to the Reprinting of a new Exglish Book ; 
and happy was he, who could get his Agents in England to send him a Copy of 
a supposed saleable Piece, as soon as it was printed, and ready to be published. This 
Kind of Property was never contested with them by Authors zz England ; and it was 
agreed among ¢hemselves (i.e. among the Jrish Booksellers and Printers) to be 
a sufficient Title; tho’ now-and-then a Shark was found, who preyed on Ais own 
Kind; as the News-papers of Dublin have testified. But the present Case will shew 
to what a Height of Baseness such an undisputed Licence is arrived. 

After all, if there is no Law to right the Editor and sole Proprietor of this new 
Work (ew in every Sense of the Word), he must acquiesce; but with this Hope, 
that, from so flagrant an Attempt, a Law may one Day be thought necessary, in 
order to secure to Authors the Benefit of their own Labours: Nor does he wish, that 
even these Invaders of his Property in /veland may be excluded from the Benefit of 
it, in the Property of any of the Works to which they are, or shall be, fairly and 
lawfully intitled. At present, the Auglish Writers may be said, from the Attempts 
and Practices of the /rvish Booksellers and Printers, to live in an Age of Liberty, but 
not of Property. 

N.B. This is not a Contention between Booksellers of England and Ireland, 
and on a doubtful Property ; but between a lawful Proprietor of a New and Moral 
Work——AND Let Messieurs Wilson, Exshaw, and Saunders, 
reflecting upon the Steps they have taken, and making the Case their own (for they 
no doubt have Servants)—fill up the Blank. 


George Faulkner. Zhe Dublin Journat. Numb. 2769. Nov. 3-6, 1753. 


Dublin, Nov. 3. 1753. 

George Faulkner of Dublin, Printer and Bookseller, having contracted some time 
ago with M* Samuel Richardson, of London, for a work entitled, The History of Sir 
Charles Grandison, which M* Richardson was to send to Ireland before Publication 
in London, Accordingly M* Richardson sent over four Sheets of the first Volume, 
which M* Faulkner received the third Day of last August, 1753, and posted upa Title 
that Day, which is a common practice among the Booksellers, to give notice that 
they have put a work or works to the Press, with Design to publish with all convenient 
Speed; and thought that no other Person in the Kingdom had any Part of that 
History ; but to his great Surprize, there were three other Titles posted up 
immediately after his, by three different Booksellers, who shewed twelve Sheets of 
this Work in the same Edition, and almost the first Volume complete in a larger 
Letter and Paper; upon which, as they produced so much of the Copy, they agreed, 
according to an established, invariable and constant Custom among the Booksellers 
in Dublin, that whoever gets any books or pamphlets, or any part of them, by the 
same Post, shall, or may, join together, if they think proper. The Post following M* 
Faulkner got eight sheets more, and the Booksellers shewed him two volumes, and 
said, they expected more, there being five Volumes of that History already printed. 
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Upon which M* Faulkner wrote to M" Richardson not to send him any more of 
that work as it would be useless to him; But that M' Richardson should be no 
Sufferer by any Part that M® Faulkner should have in this Work, as he would pay 
him for a fourth or fifth, or any Share he should have in it; and in two or three 
Letters following, he told M* Richardson, that notwithstanding his Neglect and 
Delay, in not sending him the Sheets directly from the Press, which he ought to have 
done, and not have stayed for the finishing of five or six Volumes, it might have 
prevented what had happened to all Parties and hindered the reprinting of any other 
Edition, but that designed by the Author for M? Faulkner; yet M* Richardson 
might draw upon him for any sum not exceeding the Contract, and he would pay it ; 
and further if M* Richardson would acquit him of the Contract, or desire him to 
withdraw from his partnership with the Booksellers he would do it. But M?* 
Richardson delayed answering these Letters for some Time: However M* Faulkner 
before he got M* Richardson’s last Letter declined all Partnership in that Work, and 
hath not, nor will have any Share whatever in the reprinting of it: nor did he, nor 
doth he know in what Manner that Work is carrying on, never having seen a single 
Sheet, or even a Page of the Irish Edition; the Truth of all which M* Faulkner is 
ready to attest in the most solemn Manner. 
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ale short bibliography is confined to the many editions of Walton’s Lives 
published during the seventeenth century. Separate and collective issues 
are fully described, but it has not been thought necessary to use the same elabor- 
ate methods for books to which Walton merely contributed a prefatory bio- 
graphy. Therefore in dealing with such volumes as Donne’s LXXX Sermons 
and Reliquiz Wottoniane, 1 have abbreviated the titles and neglected full collation 
and description of the contents. 

The additions to successive issues have been listed, which I hope will prove 
useful (since no variorum edition of the Lives has yet been published) to those 
who possess one of the numerous reprints of the 1675 edition. 

Walton formed a habit, pleasing to collectors, of leaving his mark upon 
those copies of the Lives which passed through his hands. A census would 
therefore interest many ; but time and space have compelled me to leave undone 
this part of a bibliographer’s duty, and instead I have contented myself with 
indicating where many of these books can be found. 

My thanks are due to all who have so kindly allowed me to examine their 
copies of the Lives; and in particular to Mr. Strickland Gibson, a never-wearying 
teacher, who has permitted me to oppress him with bibliographical difficulties 
great and small, and still kept his customary geniality. 


The following abbreviations have been used, when referring to standard works: 

Arber: The Term Catalogues, 1668-1709, edited by Edward Arber. 3 vols. 
London, 1903. 

Gosse: Life and Letters of John Donne, by Edmund Gosse. 2 vols. London, 
1899. 

Keynes: Bibliography of Dr. John Donne, by Geoffrey Keynes. Cambridge, 1914. 

Palmer: The English Works of George Herbert, edited by G. H. Palmer. 3 vols. 
London, 1905. 


. LXXX Sermons preached by ... John Donne... London... MDCXL. 


As-G7, LHE LIFE. AND DEATH | OF | D? DONNE, LATE DEANE | OF 
St PauLts LONDON. | 


The Life has no separate titlepage, but the first page of the text is headed as 
above: Walton’s signature, Iz: WA:, is found on Ge 
We learn from the first paragraph that Walton undertook to write the life of 
Donne on the death of Sir Henry Wotton, which occurred on December 5, 1639; to 
the 1675 edition he added the date when he finished it, February 15, 1639/40. The 
uu 2 
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first version of the Life was therefore the work of two months. Walton’s copy of this 
book is preserved in the Cathedral Library at Salisbury ; the Lzfe shows three correc- 
tions in his manuscript. 


2, Reliquiz Wottoniane. Or, a collection of lives, letters, poems;... by S* Henry 


Wotton... London... 1651. 
b'-c,,", THE | LIFE | OF | Sir HENRY WOTTON. | 


As in No. 1, there is no separate titlepage, the title being printed as above on b,’. 
Walton’s signature is found on c,,’. 

Walton’s Advice to the Reader is printed on a,’, and takes the form of an apology 
for ‘some small Incongruities, either in time, or expression, in the Life of Sir Henry 
Wotton; The Reader is requested to afford him a gentle Censure, because it was by 
the Printer fetch’d so fast by pieces from the Relatour ; that he never saw what he 
had writ all together, till ’twas past the Presse’. The Advice is followed by a list of 
II errata. 


3. Reliquia Wottoniane ...The second Edition with large Additions. London... 


1654. 


Pp. 1-95, THE | LIFE | OF | Sir HENRY WotTToN.| Signed Iz. Walton on the 
last page. 


Besides small changes in expression, Walton has made the following additions in 
this issue: Pp. 36-8, Donne’s verse-letter to Wotton, on his going ambassador to 
Venice; pp. 41-2, the Venetian proclamation to render any copy of a Papal Interdict 
to the Council of Ten; pp. 54-5, the inscription which Wotton left at every house 
where he lodged on returning into England from his last Embassy ; p. 62, a short 
passage dealing with Wotton’s encouragement of learning at Eton ; pp. 67—76, accounts 
of Sir Albertus Morton and William Bedel; pp. 77-8, Wotton’s intention of writing 
the life of Luther. 


. THELIFE | OF | /OHN DONNE, | Dr.in Divinity, | AND | Late DEAN of Saint | 
PAULS Church | LONDON. | [dine] | The second impression cor- | rected and 
enlarged. | [/ize] | Ecclus. 48. 14. | He did wonders in his life, and at his | death his 
works were marvelous. | [line]| LONDON, | Printed by /.G. for R. Marriot, and | 
are to be sold at his shop under | S. Dunstans Church in | Fleet-street. 1658. | [ Zhe 
whole enclosed in a border of fleurs-de-lis. | 


Collation: 12m0: A-G™: pp. [20]+148. 


Contents: Between A, and A,a bust of Donne in an oval, as in LX XX Sermons, 
but without the surrounding design; [3], title; [5-17], dedicatory epistle to Sir Robert 
Holt of Aston; [19-20], to the Reader ; 1-222, text of the Life; 122-8, a letter 
from Donne to Sir H. Goodere, undated (Gosse, ii. 7-10) ; 128-34, from the same to the 
same, undated (Gosse, i. 190-2) ; 134-41, from the same to the same, undated (Gosse, i. 
195-7) ; 141-5, from Donne to Lady Kingsmel, October 26, 1624 (Gosse, ii. 210-12); 
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145-6, an epitaph written on Donne by Richard Corbet, Bishop of Oxford; 146-8, 
an elegy on Donne by Henry King, Bishop of Chichester. 


In this edition of the Life of Donne, Walton has made small alterations in the text 
and has added the following passages: P. 13, Donne’s intention of visiting Jerusalem 
when on his travels; pp. 24-33, an account of Bishop Morton’s friendship with Donne 
and his offer of a benefice; p. 39, the Earl of Somerset’s suit to the King to have 
Donne appointed Clerk of the Council; pp. 48-9, some lines from Chudleigh’s elegy 
on Donne; pp. 52-5, Donne’s griefat his wife’s death, and his preaching of her funeral 
sermon ; pp. 67-71, Henry King’s offer to Donne in his sickness ; pp. 77-85, Donne’s 
thoughts on church music, his seals, his friendship with George Herbert, and the verses 
which they wrote to each other; pp. 86-7, Donne’s method of composing sermons ; 
pp. 90-2, a list of Donne’s bequests; p.96, Donne’s reply to an old friend, who refused 
a hundred pounds; pp. 109-14, Donne’s refusal to obey the orders of Dr. Fox, the 
arrangements for his last portraiture, and his epitaph; p. 121, the second, sixth, and 
seventh paragraphs of Donne’s character. 

The letters appended to the Life are reprinted from Donne’s Letters to Several 
Persons of Honour, 1651; there are, however, two textual variants on p. 132, and 
one on p. 135. 


Copies: BM. [two copies, with a few corrections in Walton’s hand], BLO. [lacking 
the portrait]; John Sparrow [with 14 corrections in Walton’s hand]; a record of two 
presentation copies will be found in Motes and Queries (1924), vol. 147. 


. THE | LIFE | OF | Mr. RICH. HOOKER,| The Author of those Learned | 
Books of the Laws of | Ecclesiastical Polity. | [line| | Prov. 2. 15. | The tongue of the 
wise useth knowledge rightly. | [line|| LONDON, | Printed by /. G. for Rich. Marriott, 
and are to be | sold at his Shop under the Kings-head | Tavern, over against the Inner 
maby | gate in Fleetstreet. 1665. | [Oxe copy, BM. 1417. a. 50, without the first 
rule. 


Collation: 8vo: mw*, A-O®: pp. [24]+208 (109 zz error for 105, 136 tm error 
for 126). 


Contents: Page [4], Imprimatur, October 29, 1664 ; [5], title ; [7-9], epistle dedi- 
catory to George Morley, Bishop of Winchester, dated November 28, 1664; [11-19] 
a letter to Walton from Henry King, Bishop of Chichester, dated November 13, 1664 ; 
[20-2], to the Reader ; [23], a list of 1o errata; 1-6, the Introduction; 6-152, text 
of the Life; 153-4, Sir William Cooper’s epitaph on Hooker; 155-74, appendix ; 
175-208, a letter from George Cranmer to Hooker, dated February, 1598. 


From the Stationer’s Register, December 12, 1664: 

Master Rich. Marriott. Entred...under ye hands of Doctor Stradling and 
Master Octavian Pulleyn warden a booke or coppy intituled The Life of Mr. Richard 
Hooker, by Mr. Isaack Walton. 
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Copies: BM. [two copies, one lacking A,]: a record of two presentation copies 
from Walton will be found in Motes and Queries (1924), vol. 147. 


6. The works of Mr. Richard Hooker... With an account of his Life and Death... 
London... 1666. 


Following the epistle dedicatory, in some copies following Gauden’s epistle to the 
King, 1st leaf, to the Reader; 2nd leaf, Henry King’s letter to Walton, as in No. 5; 
pp. 1-2, the introduction; 2-26, text of the Life; 27-30, appendix ; 31-6, Cranmer’s 
letter to Hooker, as in No. 5; 36, Cooper’s epitaph. 

There is no separate titlepage for the Life, but the title is set out, as follows, on 
p.1: THE LIFE | OF | Mr. Richard Hooker. | The following alterations have been 
made: the epistle dedicatory to Bishop Morley and the errata list omitted; the 
addition of George Cranmer’s farewell words to Hooker on visiting him at Drayton 
Beauchamp (p. 8); and Hooker’s excuse to Whitgift on resigning the mastership of 
the Temple is enlarged (p. 19). As in the second editions of the Lives of Donne and 
Wotton, there are small textual variants here also. 


Walton’s copy is preserved in Salisbury Cathedral Library. He has made one 
MS. correction in King’s letter and one in the text of the Life. 


D* John Donne, 
Sir Henry Wotton, | [line] | Written by IzAAK WALTON. | 
ae se M® Richard Hooker, 

M® George Herbert. 
[42xe] | To which are added some Letters written by | Mr. George Herbert, at his 
being in Cam-| bridge: with others to his Mother, the | Lady Magdalen Herbert, 
written by John | Donne, afterwards Dean of St. Pauls. | [dine] | Eccles. 44.7. | [dine] | 
These were honourable men in their Generations. | [line] | LONDON, | Printed by 
Tho. Newcomb for Richard Marriott. | Sold by most Booksellers. 1670. | | The whole 
enclosed within a double-line border.| 


Collation: 8vo: A-F® (A, represented by a stub or blank leaf), G*, A* (By x error 
for A,), B-E®, F*, A*, B-H® (F, zz error for He, F, for H,), A-F*, Gt: pp. [14] +88 
+79+[1]+‘140’ (really 120, since pagination leaps from 56 to 77. 11 in error for 
III, 125 for 129) +104. 


Plates: Between A, and A, (between pp. 8 and g in Magdalen College copy), a 
bust of Donne inan oval frame, by Lombart, subscribed Viri Seraphici Joannis Donne 
Qua= | dragenariyy Effigies vera, Qui post | eam xtatem Sacris initiatus Ecz= | clesizxe 
S” Pauli Decanus obijt. | Aino piatis a 59° 
Wotton by Dolle: beneath it is a device ofa lock and key, circumscribed CVLCOR ET 
CLAVEM. Between F, and A,a bust of Hooker by Dolle, in an oval frame surrounded 
by an ornamental design and subscribed W@W" RICHARD HOOKER Author of those | 


Between G, and A,, a portrait of 
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Leorned |sic| Bookes of Eoclesiasticoll [sic] | pollitie. Between H, and A, a bust of 
Herbert by White, in an oval frame, subscribed The Effigies of Mr. George Herbert: | 
Author of those Sacred Poems called | The Temple. 


Contents: Page [3], title; [5-8], epistle dedicatory to George Morley, Bishop of 
Winchester ; [9-13], to the Reader ; [14], a list of 29 errata, see note below; 1-8, a 
letter to Walton from Henry King, asin No. 5, but dated November 17, 1664; 9-11, 
introduction to the Life of Donne; 12-81, text of the Life; 82, Corbet’s epitaph, as 
in No. 4; 83-5, Henry King’s elegy, as in No. 4; 85-8, an elegy on Donrie, signed 
Iz: Woc: [i.e. Izaak Walton] and dated April 7, 1631. 

Page 1, title—THE | LIFE OF |S* HENRY WOTTON, | SOMETIME | 
Provost of Eaton Colledge. | [line| | | type-ornaments| | [line] | Thereare them that have 
left a name behinde them; so that | their praise shall be spoken of: Ecclus. 44. 8. | 
[dine] | LONDON, | Printed by Thomas Newcomb, for Richard Marriot, | and sold 
by most Booksellers. 1670.|; 3-77, text of the Life; 78-9, an elegy on Wotton by 
Abraham Cowley. 

Page 1, title—The LIFE | OF |.Mr. R/CH. HOOKER, | THE | AUTHOR of 
those Learned Books |OF THE|atus of Ecclesiastical Wolitp. | [Ze] | Psal. 
145. 4. | One generation shall praise thy works to another: | Prov. 2.15. | The tongue of 
the wise useth knowledge rightly. | [line] | [type-ornaments] |[line]| LONDON, | Printed 
by Tho: Newcomb, for Rich: Marriot, | sold by most Booksellers. M.DC.LXX. |; 3-6, 
commendatory verses by Samuel Woodford, dated March 10, 1669/70; 7-9, introduc- 
tion ; 10-‘ 110’, text of the Zife; 11 [i.e.‘ 111], Cooper’s epitaph, as in No. 5; ‘112’— 
‘122’, appendix ; ‘123 —‘ 140’, Cranmer’s letter to Hooker, as in No. 5. 

Page 1, titl—_The LIFE | OF | Mr. GEORGE HERBERT. | [line] | Wisdom 
of Salom. 4. 10. | He pleased God, and was beloved of him: so | that whereas he lived 
among sinners, he tran- | slated him. | |line||[ornament] | [une] | LONDON, | Printed 
by Tho: Newcomb, for Richard Marriott, | sold by most Booksellers. M.DC.LXX. |; 
2, imprimatur, April 21, 1670; 3-5, commendatory verses by Samuel Woodford, 
dated April 3, 1670; 6-8, introduction ; 9-80, text of the Life; 81-2, an account of 
Mrs. Herbert. 83, titte—LETTERS | WRITTEN BY | Mr. GEORGE HER- 
BERT, | At his being in | Cambridge: | With others to his Mother, the Lady | ZAG- 
DALEN HERBERT: | WRITTEN BY | John Donne, | AFTERWARDS | Dean 
of St. PAULS. | [dine] | [tvpe-ornaments| | [line] | LONDON, | Printed by Tho: New- 
comb, for Richard Marriott, | Sold by most Booksellers. M.DC.LXX. | ; 85-6, a letter 
from Herbert to “ N[icholas] Flerrar]. the Translatour of Valdesso”, date deleted 
[September 29, 1632] (Palmer, i. 367-8); 87, from Herbert to Sir J[ohn] D[anvers], 
undated (2bzd. 393); 88, from Herbert to his sister, December 6, 1620 (zbzd. 402) ; 
89-91, from Herbert to [Sir John Danvers], March 18, 1617/18 (zbid. 394-6); 
92~3, from the same to the same, undated (2b7d. 398-400) ; 94, from the same to the 
same, January 19, 1619/20 (zbzd. 400-1); 95, from the same to the same, October 6, 
1619 (ibid. 401); 96-7, from the same to the same, undated (zdzd. 397-8); 98-9, 
from Donne to Magdalen Herbert, July 11, 1607 (Gosse, i. 164-5) ; 100-1, from the 
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same to the same, July 23, 1607 (idéd. 165-6); 102-3, from the same to the same, 
August 2, 1607 (2bid. 167); 104, verses on The Temple by Richard Crashaw. 


The book was announced in the Term Catalogues on June 21, 1670 (Aroer, i. 43), 
and it also appears under the heading of reprinted books in the Midsummer term 
catalogue (zzd. 50); but the book was ready nearly a fortnight earlier, since Walton 
gave Dr. Neideham a copy (B. H. Blackwell) on June 11. 


Alterations in the Life of Donne. The epistle dedicatory to Sir Robert Holt and 
the preface to the Reader are omitted. The first four paragraphs revised of the 1658 
edition become the introduction, And the following additions are made: p. 29, the 
first letter from Donne, dated August ro, and the second half of the second letter, dated 
September 7, the first half being taken, with textual modifications, from the second of 
the letters appended to the 1658 edition, while the others are omitted; p. 32, Donne’s 
studies at Mitcham; p. 60, verses of Donne’s ‘ Hymn to God, my God, in my sickness’ ; 
pp. 85-8, Walton’s elegy. Small changes have also been made in expression. 


Additions to the Life of Wotton. Besides small alterations in expression, the 
following passages have been added to this edition: pp. 33-4, Pope Clement’s views 
on excommunication; p. 37, the manner in which the Venetians accepted their absolu- 
tion; p. 52, Wotton’s question to a Roman priest about the fate in the next world of 
the excommunicated Venetians ; pp. 78-9, Cowley’s elegy. 


Alterations in the Life of Hooker. ‘To the Reader’ is omitted, and the following 
passages are added: pp. 3-6, Woodford’s commendatory verses; pp. 26—7, an account 
of Hooker’s Hebrew lecture at Oxford, and his expulsion from his college in company 
with Reynolds; p.113,a marginal note concerning the day and hour of Hooker’s death 
received by Walton from Fulman. 


Note on the Errata. In every copy examined, the 4 ‘erratum’ stands correct 
in the text ; only the Magdalen College copy preserves the uncorrected form of the 
3" erratum; in BM. 615. b. 1., the Magdalen, and Mr. P. Simpson’s copy, the 20% 
‘erratum’ is already correct. 


Copies: BM. (two copies: one with corrections of some errata in Walton’s hand, 
and lacking the first plate): BLO. (lacking two plates. A presentation copy from 
Walton to Anthony Wood. Wood has made numerous observations in the margins, 
five being corrections, of which Walton adopts two in later editions): in Notes and 
Queries, 1924, vol. 147, will be found a list of 18 presentation copies from Walton, to 
which may be added B. H. Blackwell, E. D. Church. In presentation copies it was 
Walton’s custom to correct the errata in his own hand. 

In his Herbert Bibliography (1911), Mr. G. H. Palmer records a copy, identical 
in collation with the fourth section of this book, which he claims as a separate issue 
of the Life of Herbert: and the British Museum possesses a separate issue of the Life 
of Wotton identical in collation with the second section and having the same errata. 
Possibly each part might be bought separately. It should be noted that each has its 
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own title-page, its own series of signatures, and a separate pagination, facts which 
undoubtedly support this theory. 


8a, THE | LIFE | OF | Mr. GEORGE HERBERT. | [line] | WRITTEN | By Zzaack 
Walton, | [tine] | Wisdom of Solom. 4. 10. | He pleased God, and was beloved of | him: 
so that whereas he lived among | sinners, he translated him. | [line] | LONDON, | 
Printed by Tho: Newcomb, for Richard | Marriott, sold by most Book- | sellers. 
M.DC.LXX. | [The whole enclosed in a double-line border.| 


86. THE LIFE | OF | Mr. GEORGE HERBERT. | [Zee] | Written by Lzaack 
Walton. | [line] | To which are added some | LETTERS | Written by | Mr. George 
Herbert, at his being in | Cambridge: with others to his Mother, | the Lady Magdalen 
Herbert: Written | by John Donne, afterwards Dean of St. | Pauls. | [dize] | Wisdom 
of Solom. 4. 10. | He pleased God, and was beloved of him: | so that whereas he lived 
among sinners, | he translated him. | [line] | LONDON, | Printed by Tho: Newcomb, 
for Rich: Marriott, | Sold by most Booksellers. M.DC.LXX. | 


Collation : 8vo: A-I*, K? (A, tx error for A,,F, for H,): pp. 146+[2] (2 some 
copies, 241 tn error for 142; and in the same copies, your, l, 22 of the same page, is 
misprinted yovr. However, in all other respects, this leaf, \,,in these copies, is identical 
with the same leaf in others, even to the slight misplacement of letters). 


Contents: Page 2, bust of Herbert, as in No. 7; 3, title, either a or 4 or both, see 
note; 4, imprimatur, April 21, 1670; 5-9, commendatory verses, as in No. 7; 10-12, 
introduction ; 13-116, text of the Life; 117-19, account of Mrs. Herbert; 121, title— 
LETTERS | Written by | Mr. GEORGE HERBERT, | At his being in | CAM- 
BRIDGE : | With others to his Mother, the Lady | MAGDALEN HERBERT. | 
Written by |/OHN DONNE, | afterwards | Dean of St. PAULSs. | [dine] | [type- 
ornaments| | [line|| LONDON, | Printed by Tho: Newcomb, for Richard | Marriott, 
Sold by most Book- | sellers. M.DC.LXX. | ; 123-46, letters as in No. 7; 147-8, 
Crashaw’s verses, as in No. 7. 


This text of the Life of Herbert is the same as that printed in No. 7 ; it is there- 
fore a matter of small importance to decide whether No. 7 or No. 8 were published 
first. A case may be produced for the prior publication of either book: on the one 
hand, the first page of the text of this book is not the first page of a gathering, which 
suggests that it is a later edition ; on the other hand, from among the errata listed in 
No. 7, only obvious misprints are found correct in No. 8. 

The book is found in three forms: (1) with titlepage a, (2) with titlepage 4, 
(3) with both, the first titlepage being attached as an extra leaf. Probably Type 1 is 
the earliest form. It seems likely that, after issuing a few copies with a, the publisher 
considered that the sub-title of the Letéers (p. 121) would provide a good advertisement, 
and decided to incorporate it into his titlepage. A few copies were then issued with 
both titlepages (Type 3), the new one being attached as an additional leaf. Finally, 
was introduced into the first gathering, and a@ discarded altogether. 
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Copies: BM. (3 copies of Type 1): BLO. (Type 2): I have seen no copy of Type 3, 
but one is recorded by Palmer in his Bibliography of George Herbert and one by Keynes 
in his bibliography of John Donne. 


. Reliquize Wottoniane:... The Third Edition, with large Additions, London... 


1672. 


a,-e,7, THE | LIFE | OF | Sir FENRY WOTTON. | , signed Iz. VVa. one, 
e,’—-e,', Cowley’s elegy, as in No. 7. As well as some alterations in expression, the 
following addition was made: e,'~’, a report of John Hales’s visit to Wotton, and 
what Wotton then said. 


The Temple... By Mr. George Herbert... Together with his life... The Tenth 
Edition... London... 1674. 


A third series of signatures and a third pagination is given to the Zz/z, but there 
is no separate titlepage. The signatures run A-B'™, C®. Pp. 1-59, THE | LIFE | 
OF | Mr. George Herbert. |, signed Zsaack Walton; 60, the account of Mrs. Herbert, 
signed Jsaack Walton. 

The following alterations have been made: The commendatory verses, the intro- 
duction, and the concluding letters and poem have been omitted, and a letter from 
Herbert to his mother, dated May 25, 1622, has been introduced into the text (pp. 22— 
5). A reference to the burning of the chained library at Montgomery Castle (No. 8, 
p- 119) is omitted; and the last sentence of the account of Mrs. Herbert has been 
modified and placed at the end of the Life. There are also corrections of names and 
expression to be noticed. 


Dt John Donne, 
{sie FHlenry Wotton, 
\M® Richard Looker, 

M’ George Herbert. 
TON. | [Zine] | Lhe FFourth Cdition. | [Ze] | Eccles. XLIV. 7.| These were Honour- 
able Men in theiy Generations. | [4ée] | LONDON, | Printed by 7ho. Roycroft for 
Richard Marriot | Sold by most Booksellers. 1675. || Zhe whole enclosed in a double-line 
border. | 


Collation: 8vo: A-Z’, Aa*t: Pp. [16]+‘ 347’ (really 359, since 4 pages between 
bp. 84 and 85, 4 between pp. 150 and 151, and 4 between pp. 254 and 255, are 
unnumbered) +[1| (171 ix error for 191, 18 for 218). 


Contents: Page[2], bust of Donne, asin No.7 ; [3], title ; [5-7], epistle dedicatory, 
as in No. 7; [8-11], to the Reader; [12-16], verses addressed To my Old, and most 
Worthy | Friend, Mr. IZAAK | WALTON, on his Life | of Dr. DONNE, &e. by 
‘Charles Wotton’ [i.e. Cotton], dated January 17, 1672 ; 1-7, Henry King’s letter 
to Walton, as in No. 7 ; 8-10, introduction to the Life of Donne; 11-79, text of the 
Life; 79, Corbet’s epitaph, as in No. 7; 80-1, Henry King’s elegy, as in No. 7; 
82-4, Walton’s elegy as in No. 7. 


| [4e] | Written by JZAAK WAL- 
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Page [2], portrait of Wotton, as in No. 7; [3], title—THE | LIFE | OF | Sir 
HENRY WOTTON, | LATE | PROVOST | OF | EATON COLLEGE | [line] | 
Eccles, 44. | These were Honourable Men in their Generation. | [line] | LONDON, | 
Printed in the Year 1675. |; 85-149, text of the Life; 150, Cowley’s elegy , 
as in No. 7. 

Page [2], bust of Hooker, as in No. 7; [3], titlk—THE | LIFE | OF | Mr. 
RICHARD HOOKER, | THE | AUTHOR of those Learned Books | OF THE | 
Latus of Ecclesiastical Wolity. | [dine] | Eccles. 24. 34.| Behold! [have not labour'd 
for my self only: | but, for all those that seek wisdom. | Psal. 145. 4. | One Generation 
shall praise thy works to another. | |line|| LONDON, | Printed in the Year 1675. |; 
151-4, Woodford’s commendatory verses, as in No. 7; 155-7, introduction; 158-228, 
text ; 229, Cooper’s epitaph, as in No. 7; 230-9, appendix; 239-54, Cranmer’s letter 
to Hooker, as in No. 7. 

Page [2], bust of Herbert, as in No. 7; [3], titlh—THE | LIFE | OF | Mr. 
GEORGE HERBERT. | [line] | [motto from Wisdom of Salom. 4.10, as in No. 7] | 
[Zene] | [device] | [tine] | LONDON, | Printed inthe Year 1675. |; 255-7, Woodford’s 
commendatory verses, as in No. 7; 258-9, Latin commendatory verses by James 
Duport, entitled In Vitam Georgit Herberti ab | Jsaaco Waltono Scriptam; 260-1, 
introduction; 262-326, text; 327-8, account of Mrs. Herbert; 329, titl—LET- 
TERS | Written by | Mr. GEORGE HERBERT, | At his being in| CAM- 
BRIDGE: | With others to his Mother, the Lady | MAGDALEN HERBERT ; | 
Written by |/OHN DONWNE, | Afterwards | DEAN of St. PAULS. | [line] | 
LONDON, | Printed in the Year 1675. |; 331-45, letters printed in the same order 
as in No. 7; 346, Crashaw’s verses, as in No. 7; 347, a letter from Herbert to Anne 
Countess of Pembroke and Montgomery, dated December to, 1631 (Palmer, i. 412); 
[1], a list of 8 errata. 





This is the second and, I believe, the last collective issue of the Zzves published 
during the seventeenth century, though Lowndes records an issue in 1679, of which no 
copy has been traced. It was also the fourth issue of the Lives of Donne, Hooker, 
and Herbert, which sufficiently accounts for the description, The Fourth Edition, on 
the titlepage. 

Alterations in the Life of Donne. There are numerous changes in expression 
besides the following additions: Pp. [12-16], Cotton’s commendatory verses; pp. 11, 
14, 35, 79, the dates of Donne’s birth, the Cales and Islands voyage, the publication 
of Pseudo-martyr, and the completion of the first version of Walton’s life ; pp. 17-18, 
Donne’s punning letter to his wife on being dismissed from Egerton’s service; pp. 28- 
34, Donne’s vision of his wife; pp. 73-4, a description of Marshall’s portrait, and 
a consideration of the changes which had taken place in Donne; p. 77, the epitaph 
written with a coal on Donne’s grave. 

Alterations in the Life of Wotton. A few changes in expression. 

Alterations in the Life of Hooker. Apart from the usual corrections, there are no 
considerable additions. 
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Alterations in the Life of Herbert. The commendatory verses, introduction, and 
concluding letters are reintroduced, and the account of Andrew Melvin (pp. 274, 275) 
is recast. There are also some revisions in expression. 


Copies: BM.: BLO.: In Notes and Queries, 1924, vol. 147, are recorded 8 presenta- 
tion copies from Walton. 


The works of... M* Richard Hooker,... with ...an Account of his Life and 
Death ... London... 1676. 


A’, to the Reader; B,'-’, King’s letter, as in No. 6; pp. 1-2, introduction ; 
2-23, text of the Life; 25-8, appendix ; ‘25’ (% error for 29)-33, Cranmer’s letter, 
as in No. 6; 34, Cooper’s epitaph, as in No. 6. There is no separate titlepage to the 
Life, but the title is set out as follows on p.1: THE | LIFE | OF | M* Richard 
Hooker. | 


This version of the Life of Hooker is reprinted from the 1666 version (No. 6). 


THE | LIFE | OF | Dr. SANDERSON, | LATE | Bishop of Lincoln. | [line] | 
Written by JZAAK WALTON. | [line] | To which is added, | Some short Tracts 
or Cases of | Conscience, written by the | said Bishop. | [/ze] | ECCLES. 3. | 
Mysteries are revealed to the meek. | [line] | LONDON, | Printed for Richard 
Marriott. 1678. | |The whole enclosed within a double-line border.| 


Collation: 8vo: A®,a-o®, A-S®, T4 (B, a2 error for N;): pp.[242]+‘276’ (really 
294, Since 2 pages between pp. 46 and 47, 14 between pp. 168 and 169, and 2 between 
Dp. 254 and 255, are unnumbered. 122 in error for 2.22). 


Contents: A,*, bust of Sanderson, by White, in an oval frame, surmounting a coat 
of arms, and subscribed, Vera Effigies Reverendi | Patris Roperti Sanverson | Lin- 
colniensis Episcopi, Et. 76.|; A,f, title; A,’-A,’, epistle dedicatory to George 
Morley, Bishop of Winchester; A,’—A,', preface; A,’, imprimatur, May 7, 1678; 
a,’-n,”, text of the Life; n,’, postscript, signed I1.W.— Jf 1 had had time to have 


- review d this Relation, as I intended, before it went to the Press, I could have contracted 


some, and altered other parts of it; but’twas hasined from me, and now too late for 
this impression. If there be a second (which the Printer hopes for) I shall both do that, 
and, upon information, mend any mistake, or supply what may seem wanting ; n-0,7,a 
letter to Walton from Thomas Pierce, Dean of Salisbury, dated March 5, 1677/8; 
0,'-0,", a letter to Walton from Thomas Barlowe, Bishop of Lincoln, dated May 10, 
1678 ; o,", a list of 9 errata; pp. [1-2], 1-253, Sanderson’s Judgment Concerning 
Submission to Usurpers, Pax Ecclesix, Judgment in one view for the Settlement of the 
Church, Reasons of the present Judgment of the University of Oxford, Concerning 
The... Covenant, each with a separate titlepage ; [1-2], 255-76, a sermon of Richard 
Hooker, with separate titlepage. 


This book was entered on the Stationers’ Register, March 30, 1678. ‘ Master 
Richard Marriott. Entred for his copie by vertue of a licence under the hand of 
Master William Jane whereunto ye hand of Master Warden Vere is subscribed, one 
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booke or coppy entituled 1%* Bishop Saundersons Judgment of Submission. 2. Pax 
Ecclesiz. 3. A case of conscience. 4. Dr. Pearce’s letter. 5. Church Settlement. 
6. Oxford reasons. 7. Hooker’s sermon. vj4.’ It was advertised in the Term Catalogues 
on June 22, 1678 (Aréer, i. 318). 


Copies: BM. (4 copies): BLO. : In Notes and Queries, 1924, vol. 147, 9 presentation 
copies are recorded. . 


The Temple . .. By M* George Herbert, ... The Eleventh Edition... 
London, .. . 1679. 

A-B”™, C® (3rd series): Pp. 58 (3rd pagination). No separate titlepage. Pp. 1-56, 
THE | LIFE | OF | Mr. George Herbert. |; 57-8, account of Mrs. Herbert. 


This is a reprint of the 1674 edition (No. 10): there is no evidence to show that 
Walton exercised any supervision over its production. 


XXXV. Sermons... By... Robert Sanderson ... The Seventh Edition . .. Where- 
unto is now added the Life of the... Author, Written by Isaac Walton. London:.. 
MDCLXXXI. 


Sanderson’s Preface to the Reader, occupying sheets A-D, follows the titlepage ; 
a new series of signatures is then started for Walton’s Life, which has a separate title- 
page 3 LEY) LIFE OF |-Dr:. Sanderson, | LATE.|*LORD. BISHOP (OF | 
LINCOLN. | [ue] | Written by /ZAAK WALTON. | [line] | The Second Impres- 
sion. | [Zéze] | ECCLES. 3. | Mysteries are revealed to the Meek. | {line] | LONDON, | 
Printed for Benjamin Tooke at the Ship in St. Paul’s | Church-yard, and Thomas 
Sawbridge at the three | lower-de-luces in Little Britain, 1681. | |The whole enclosed 
in a double-line border.| 

Collation: Folio: a, b-q?: Pp. [6]+‘53’ (really 57, since pagination returns to 
27 from 30. ‘43’ i error for ‘49')+[1]. 

Contents: Page [1], title; [3-4], dedicatory epistle to George Morley, Bishop of 
Winchester ; [5-6], the preface ; 1-‘46’, text of the Life; ‘43 ’-‘50’, Dean Pierce’s 
letter, as in No. 13; ‘51’-‘ 53’, Bishop Barlowe’s letter, as in No. 13. 

Besides numerous small changes, the following additions to the 1678 text may be 
noted: P, 16, Sanderson’s change of opinion about Predestination after writing Pax 
Ecclesiex ; p. 20, Charles I’s reply to Sanderson about the writing of Cases of Con- 
science, and his reason for rejecting the Parliament’s Proposals; pp. 30 and 32, two 
additions to the conversation between Sanderson and Walton in Little Britain; p. 35, 
considerable additions to the paragraph dealing with Charles II’s return; p. 36, Sander- 
son’s comment on the ‘deliverance’ of the Clergy at the Restoration. 


The works of ... M* Richard Hooker, . . . and an Account of his Life and 
Death’...-.ondon ..2-MDC LXXXIiTI. 

A,-’, to the Reader; B,'-’, King’s letter to Walton, as in No. 5; pp. 1-2, the 
introduction; 2-23, text of the Life; 25-8, appendix; ‘25’ (cz error for 29)-33, 
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Cranmer’s letter, as in No. 5; 34, Cooper’s epitaph, as in No.5. There is no 
separate titlepage, but the title is set out on p. 1, as follows: THE | LIFE | OF | 
M? Richard Hooker. | 


This edition of the Life is reprinted, with a few textual variants, from the 1676 
folio (No. 12). 


17. Reliquiz Wottoniane:... The Fourth Edition... London... 1685. 


18, 


aj—e,, THE | LIFE | OF | Sir HENRY WOTTON. |; ¢,*-e,', Cowley’s 
elegy, asin No.9. This issue is a reprint of the 1672 edition (No. 9). 


XXXVI. Sermons... By... Robert Sanderson. .. The Eighth Edition; . . . Where- 
unto is now added the Life of the... Author, Written by Isaac Walton. London... 
MDCLXXXVI. 


THE | LIFE | OF | Dr. Sanderson, | LATE | LORD BISHOP | OF | LIN- 
COLN. | [Ze] | Written by JZAAK WALTON. | [ine] | The Third Impression. | 
[dine] | ECCLES. 3. | Mysteries are revealed to the Meek. | [line] | LONDON, | Printed 
for B. Tooke, T. Passenger, and T. Sawbridge,| and are to be sold by Thomas 
Hodgkin, next door to the | Dolphin, in West-Smithfield. MDCLXXXVI. | | The whole 
enclosed within a double-line border.| 

The Life, which has a separate titlepage set out as above, separate pagination, 
and a separate series of signatures, is a reprint of the 1681 edition. It was reissued 
in 1689 with the date changed in the general titlepage, but with no other alteration. 

Collation : 17, b-q?: Pp. [6]+58 (3 2% error for 1). 

Contents : Page [1], title; [3-4], epistle dedicatory, as in No. 15; [5-6], the 
preface; 1-50, text of the Life; 51-4, Dean Pierce’s letter, as in No. 15; 55-7, 
Bishop Barlowe’s letter, as in No. 15. 





SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE 
TO 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WORKS 
OF SAMUEL DANIEL 


(ante, pp. 29-54) 
lee after the publication of my Bibliography, Mr. P. J. Dobell 


wrote to inform me that he had an edition of some of Daniel’s works which I 
had not mentioned. On inspection the book proved to be a copy of the Delia and 
Rosamond augmented. Cleopatra, 1598, recorded by Hazlitt in his Handbook, 
p. 138. As Hazlitt named no copy, and none had ever been traced, I naturally 
concluded that this was a ‘ ghost’, and omitted it from my Bibliography. The 
present copy, now on the shelves of the British Museum, is unfortunately im- 
perfect, wanting 8 leaves out of 84, including the general titlepage ; the title- 
page to ‘Cleopatra’, with imprint and date, is, however, present, and the whole 
of ‘Rosamond’ is intact. I give a collation below. 


1598. 
[ Titlepage wanting. Hazlitt gives the following title: ‘Delia and Rosamond augmented. 
Cleopatra. Printed by Peter Short for Simon Waterson. 1598.’] 

12°; A-G™ (Ar, A6-8, A12, B2, G11 and 12, wanting; A5, E12, F1-3, G5-10, mutilated) : no 
pagination. 

Contents: [Ai wanting]; Az,r. ‘To the right Honourable | the Ladie Mary, Countesse of | Pem- 
brooke’ [Sonnet, in italics]; Az, v. blank; A3,r. ‘To Delia. | Sonnet. I.’ [Sonnet on each page: 
55 sonnets, No. XLI misprinted LXI] ; [C6], v.‘ An Ode’ [text, in italics] ; [C7], r. and v. blank ; [C8], r. 
‘The Complaint | Of Rosamond’ [text, C8, r—Di12, r.]; [D12], v. blank; [E1], r. ‘ The | Tragedie 
Of | Cleopatra. | Aetas prima canat veneres, po-|strema tumultus. | [Ornament.] | At London | 
Printed by Peter Short, for | Simon Waterson. | 1598.’; [Er], v. blank ; Ez, r.‘To the Right Honour- 
able, the Ladie | Marie, Countesse of | Pembrooke’ [stanzas, E2,r—E4,r.]; E4, v.-E5,r. ‘ The Argu- 
ment’ [in italics]; E5, v. ‘The Sceene supposed | Alexandria’ [list of dramatis personae] ; [E6], r. 
‘Actus Primus’ [the text, E6, r.-end]. 


British Museum press-mark: C. 58, aa, 14. 


Professor Moore-Smith has drawn my attention toa treatise entitled ‘The 
prayse of private life’ which has recently been included in a collection of Sir 
John Harington’s works* edited by N. E. McClure, where it is printed from 
a transcript (B.M. Addit. MS. 30161) made by Wm. Ford (1771-1832) from 
the original MS. now at Appleby Castle. It has not previously appeared in 


* The Letters and Epigrams of Sir John Harington together with The Prayse of Private Life. 
Univ. of Pennsylvania Press: Philadelphia. H. Milford: London, 1930. 
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print. Ford ascribes it to Harington but adds ‘Upon a blank leaf, prefixed, 
was written, “For the Countesse Dowager of Comberland. presented by 
Samuel Daniell”’. This leaf has unfortunately disappeared, with some others, 
from the original MS., which I find on examination to be written in an ordinary 
copyist’s hand of the period. The ascription to Harington depends on the fact 
that the word ‘ Harrington’ (which is also a Cumberland place-name) occurs 
at the extreme top of an otherwise blank preliminary leaf of different paper 
from the MS., with which it has apparently no connexion. The subject-matter of 
the treatise, which is mainly a paraphrase of Petrarch’s De Vita Solitaria, is such 
as Daniel would have delighted in, but is not at all in harmony with Harington’s 
known writings. Daniel was throughout his career a student of Latin and 
Italian literature. There seems to be good reason to suppose that ‘ The prayse 


; ew 5 
of private life’ is a work of his. i? See 


ADDENDA anp CORRIGENDA 
p- 151. Add entry 


Alexander, of Hales 
Alexandri de Ales... Pars I[-IV] summe theologice. 4 voll. 
[ Lugd.], 1576-17 
p- 152. Add entry 
Andreae (Antonius) 
[Quaestiones of Antonius Andreae on the Metaphysica of Aristotle. Imperf. 
Lond., pr. by J. Lettou, 1480} 
p- 157. Alter entry 
Bible Gospels Anglo-Sax....1571 
to [Bible Gospels Anglo-Sax. STC 2961] 
p- 172. Delete entry 
Hales (Alexander de) 
p- 173. Alter Hermannus, zu Cappenberg 
to Herman V [von Wied] dp. of Cologne 
p- 178. Delete entry 
Le Févre de la Boderie (Gui) 
Delete entry 
Leto (Pomponio) 
p- 179. Delete entries 
Liturgies Greek, nos. 3, 5-7, 9, 10, 12, 16-18, 20. 
p- 193. Add entry 
Signot (Jacques) 
La division du monde, contenant la declaration des provinces & regions d’Asie, 
d’Europe, & Aphricque... Par., 1560 
p- 200. Add entry 
Wied (Hermann von) see Herman V [von Wied] dp. of Cologne 


a 
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Advertising books, 238 seqq., 273-4, 277-8, 284, 
298, 303. 
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24. 

Aldershot, 237-9, 265, 269, 276. 

All Souls, Codrington Library, 202-3. 
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Allot, Robert, 61. 

Alphonsus, Emperour of Germany, preface to, 96-7. 

Andrewes, Lancelot, Private Devotions, preface 
to, 77-8. 

Austen, Jane, 213. 

Authors’ copy, 5 seqq., 70-1, 79, 81, 82, 86, 88, 
100, 237, 259 seqq. 


Bacon, Francis, Historie of Life and Death, pre- 
face to, 73. 

Bacon, Matthew, Aéridgment, 240, 251-2, 269. 

Bale, John, the printing of The Image Of both 
chyrches, pt. ii, 6. 

Barbier, Paul, 224. 

Barnes, Joseph, 25, 27-8. 

Bathurst, C., letter of, 306; mentioned, 300-1, 
305, 

Baynethorp, Roger, 147. 

Beaumont and Fletcher, Comedies, preface to, 
78-81; Plays, 66-7, 71. 

Beddoes, T. L., 225. 

Bentivoglio, Guido, Warrs of Flanders, preface 
to, 97-8. 

Bibliographical co-operation, 144, 201-5. 

Bibliography of English Literature, 204-5. 

Billinghurst, Richard, 307. 

Bills of Mortality, 238, 259, 261, 264, 266-7. 

Bishop, Peter, 321-2. 

Blackstone, Sir William, 244, 252. 

Blackwell, Mary, 310. ; 

Blossom’s Inn, 281. 

Bodleian Library, 4, 201-5, 208-11; catalogues, 
16, 25-8, 201; early printed books in, 144. 

Bodley, Sir Thomas, 25-8. 

Book-bindings, 145-6, 215, 217-18. 

Bookselling, 272-7, 279, 286-7, 291, 297-300, 
303, 306, 309. 

Book-trade in England, 232 seqq. 

Borough, Sir John, Soveraignty of the British 
Seas, preface to, 84-5. 

Bosanquet, Eustace F., 24. 

Boswell, James, 216. 

Botanical books, 147. 

Bowre, family, 54. 
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Breton, Nicholas, the printing of his Wil of Wit, 12. 

Brettle, R. E., 24. 

Brett-Smith, H. F. B., 212. 

Broke, Arthur, his Agreemente of Sondry places of 
Scripture, 10, 11. 

Brooke, Ralph, the printing of his Catalogue of 
Nobility, 9, 10. 

Brooke, Sir Robert, 271, 295. 

Burnett, Gilbert, bishop of Salisbury, 56. 

Burton, Robert, his proof-reading of The Anatomy 
of Melancholy, 13, 15. 

Butt, J. E., bibliography of Walton’s Lives, 

327-40; mentioned, 213. 

Buzzard, Sir Farquhar, address on William 

Harvey, 55. 


Calendarium, 247-8. 

Cambridge, University of, 235, 286. 

Cambridge Shakespeare, The, on early proof- 
reading, 5, 6. 

Caricatures, 216. 

Carter, Laurence, baron, 284. 

Carto-bibliography, 4. 

Cartwright, William, Comedies, 85-8; Poems, 65, 
71; The Royal Slave, proof-sheets of, 18, 19. 

Caxton, William, his use of the word ‘over- 
seen’, 6. 

Chambers, Sir E. K., paper, on The relation of 
the Contention of York and Lancaster to the 
and G& 3rd parts of King Henry VI, 1-3; 
mentioned, 68. 

Chapman, Edward, 148. 

Chapman, George, his proof-reading of the Inns 
of Court masque, 8. 

Chapman, R. W., 204-5, 208, 213. 

Cheveley, Mr., 305. 

Chicago, Justice’s Office, 221. 

Child, Mr., 275-6. 

Chillingworth, William, the printing of his 
Religion of Protestants, 14. 

Clarke, bookseller, 284. 

Clayton, Mr., 243-4, 302-5. 

Clement, Mr., 147. 

Cobden-Sanderson, T. J., 229. 

Cockayne, Sir Aston, 67. 

Cockpit playhouse, 68. 

Coffee houses, 240, 274, 298. 

Coke, Sir Edward, Lord Chief Justice, 271. 

Comyns, Sir John, Digest, 251. 

Constant, Benjamin, 223-4. 

Contention of York and Lancaster, 1-3. 

Cookson, C., 149. 

Copyright, 68. 

Copyright Act, 234. 

Cotton, Charles, 67. 

Cotton, Sir Robert, 24. 
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Cowley, Abraham, The Mistresse, preface to, 
81-23 70, 224. 

Cowley, Arthur Ernest, 4, 55, 208-10. 

Cranborne, Lord, letter to, by Samuel Daniel, 51. 

Crane, Ralph, 3. 

Craster, H. H. E., 4, 215. 

Cruys, Mr., 276. 


Daniel, John, 39, 54. 

Daniel, Samuel, bibliography of, 29 seqq., 341-2 ; 
letters, 51-43; his will, 54. 

Daniel Press, 220. 

D’Anvers, Knightly, his Abridgment, 234, 239, 
250, 256, 270, 287, 293-5. 

Darly, M., 216. 

Daubeny, Professor, 148. 

Davy, Rev. W., 229. 

Dawson, John, xviii Sermons, preface to, 74-5. 

Day, John, 147. 

Descartes, René, Compendium of Musick, preface to, 
89-93. 

Devonshire, Earl of, letter to, by S. Daniel, 
51-2. 

De Zulueta, F. de, 215. 

Dicey, A. V., 244. 

Digby, Lord George, Letters, 88. 

Digby, Sir Kenelm, Letters, 88. 

Dighton, William, 59. 

Discount, booksellers’, 239, 298. 

Dobell, P. J., 341. 

Dobson, Mr., 148. 

Donne, John, Walton’s life of, 329 seqq. 

Driver, G. R., Article on Magdalen College 
Library, 145-9; mentioned, 208-10, 

Drummond, William, 50. 

Dubber, F. W., 144, 148. 

Dublin booksellers, 241 seqq., 279, 298, 300, 
321-5. 

Dummer, Thomas, letters, 253-4; mentioned, 
256, 309. 


Edmonds, C. K., 30. 

Elliott, Ebenezer, 225. 

English literature, bibliography of, 204-5. 
English School at Oxford, 203-4. 

Esdaile, Arundell, 59. 

Esdall, bookseller, 242, 299. 

Estournelles de Constant, Baroness d’, 223-4. 
Exhibition of members’ books, 211 seqq. 


Faulkner, George, letters, 303-4, 306, 324-5; 
mentioned, 242-3, 298-300, 306, 321-2. 

Fazakerly, Mr., 276, 300-1. 

Ferguson, F.S., 59. 

Firth, Sir Charles, 59, 216. 

Fitzwilliam, John, 147. 

Fitz-Williams, Mr., 148. 

Fleetwood, William, bishop of St. Asaph, 56. 

Fletcher, C. R. L., 149. 

Fletcher, John, his jokes on proof-reading in 
The Nice Valour, 8, 9. 

Fordham, Sir George, paper on Carto-biblio- 
§raphy, 4. 


Foxe, John, presentation copies of Book of 
Martyrs, 146; proof-sheets of the Book of 
Martyrs, 17, 18. 

Francis, W. W., 1. 

Fulton; J. ¥.,.217. 

Fussell, Nicholas, 61-2, 141. 


Gascoigne, George, the printing of his Droome of 
Doomes day, 11, 12. 

George, H. J., paper on Jesus College Library, 55. 

Gerrans, H. T., 148. 

Gibbard, Nicholas, 146. 

Gibson, S., paper on Charles Viner’s Abridgment, 
211, 228 seqq.; On Library co-operation in 
Oxford, 201-5, 208-10; mentioned, 24, 30, 
59, 217, 329. 

Gilbert, Sir Jeffrey, Lord Chief Justice, 289-90. 

Gilbertson, Rev. Lewis, 59. 

Goldsmith, Oliver, 214, 217. 

Goodyer, John, 147. 

Gordon, G. S., President of Magdalen, 204. 

Gosse, Sir Edmund, 30. 

Grandison, address to H. Moseley, 66-7. 

Greaves, John, 146. 

Green, J. Barcham, & Son, 236. 

Greg, W. W., 20, 21 m, 23, 30, 67, 205. 

Grosvenor, Mr., 263. 


Hands, Miss, 148. 

Handwritings, paper on, by Hilary Jenkinson, 1. 

Hardress, Mr., 275. 

Harington, Sir John, the press-copy of his 
Orlando Furioso, cantos xiy—xlvi, 20, 23; 
mentioned, 212, 341. 

Harvey, William, De motu cordis, 55. 

Hawker, R. S., 225-6. 

Hawkins, bookseller, 272, 275-6. 

Heath, Robert, Clarastella, preface to, 82; 71. 

Herbert, George, Walton’s life of, 332 seqq. 

Herbert, Sir Henry, 68. 

Herrick, Robert, his proof-reading of Hesperides, 
£3, PAs 

Herring, Mr., 148. 

Herringman, Henry, 70, 141. 

Heywood, Jasper, his proof-reading of Seneca’s 
Troas, 7, 8. 

Hildyard, John, 300. 

Hill, R. H., 24, 55, 59, 228. 

Hindle, C. J., 30, 56. 

Holdsworth, Sir William, paper on Abridgments 
of English Law, 211, 246 seqq. 

Hooker, Richard, the press-copy of his Laaves 

of Ecclesiastical] Politie, Book yv, 20-3; 
Walton’s life of, 331 seqq. 

Howard, Mr., 301, 305. 

Howell, James, advertisement to ds. Ha; 
Tumulus, Thalamus, 93; preface to Letters, 


82. 
Hughes, William, his dbridgment, 270. 
Hunt, Thomas, 63. 
Hunt, William, 63. 
Hutchinson, Rey. F. E., 218, 
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Hutchinson, Julius, 218. 
Hutchinson, Lucy, 218. 


Incunabula, 215-16, 219-20, 224. 

Ingledew, Thomas, 145. 

Ink, printers’, 310. 

Insurance, 267, 269. 

Inter-collegiate catalogue of early printed books, 
207-10. ‘ 

Ireland, book piracy in, 241 seqq., 297, 300, 
303, 306, 320-5. 


Jaggard, William, his printing of Brooke’s 
Catalogue of Nobility, 9, 10. 

James, Thomas, 25-6, 28. 

Jenkinson, Hilary, paper on The study of current 
handwritings in England, 1. 

Jennens, Charles, 307. 

Jennings, Mr., 62. 

Jesus College Library, paper on, by H. J. George, 


55- 

Jewel, John, bishop of Salisbury, 146. 

Johnson, Samuel, 214-17, 221-3. 

Joye, Charles, letters, 254, 256-7, 272-7, 279-80, 
281-5 ; mentioned, 231, 237, 239, 240, 258. 

Joye, Peter, letters, 255-6, 268-9, 272, 275, 
277-9, 281, 283-4; mentioned, 237-9, 258, 
282-3. 

Junius, letters of, 56. 


Kelham, Robert, 250. 

Killingbeck, Thomas, 321-2. 

King, Henry, Poems, 70. 

King, Thomas, letters, 301-2 ; mentioned, 300- 

3, 305- 

Kirton, James, letters to, by Samuel Daniel, 
52-3. 

Knapton, bookseller, 280-2. 


Lake, Arthur, Ten Sermons, preface to, 73-4. 

Landor, W. S., 226. 

Langbaine, John, 201. 

Langford, Francis, 63. 

Langford, John, 63, 141, 142. 

Law, Abridgments of English, 246seqq., 287 seqq. 

Law Assembly, 291. 

Law encyclopaedias, 251-2. 

Law library, 202-3. 

Lawson, John, letter, 303 ; mentioned, 301. 

Leakonby, Peter, 306. 

Lee, Edward, archbishop of York, 146. 

Lee, William, 238, 269. 

Leigh, John, address to H. Moseley, 65-6. 

Library co-operation, 207-10. 

Licensing of books, 233-5, 239, 289, 291. 

Littledale, Miss, 148. 

Longman, Thomas, letter, 307-8; mentioned, 
274, 282. 

Lowndes, Matthew, 61. 

Lowndes, Thomas, letters, 257-8, 260, 265; 
mentioned, 259, 260, 262, 264, 266-7, 

Lyell, J. P. R., 208, 219. 


Macaulay, T. B., 221. 

MacCarty, Col., 298-9. 

Macfarlane, Rev. E. M., 148. 

McKerrow, R. B., Introduction to Bibliography, 
24. 

Madan, F., 4, 24, 220. 

Magdalen College Library, paper on, by G. R. 
Driver, 145-9; list of early printed books 
in, 151 seqq. 

Mansell, John, 147. 

Marat, J. P., 217. 

Margoliouth, H. M., 221. 

Marriot, Richard, 70. 

Marston, John, the printing of his Malcontent and 
Parasitaster, 12, 13. 

Marvell, Andrew, 221. 

Massinger, Philip, 67. 

Masson, 64. 

Maxwell, W. H., 245. 

Meadows, bookseller, 283. 

Middleton, Thomas, Izvo New Plays, preface to, 


99. 

Milford, Humphrey, 205. 

Miller, George, 61. 

Milton, John, Poems, preface to, 75; press-copy 
of Lyctdas, 19, 20. 

Minshaw, John, 269. 

Monopoly in the book-trade, 232 seqq., 286. 

Moore-Smith, Professor, 341. 

More, Sir Thomas, his proof-reading, 7. 

Morris, William, 229. 

Moseley, Anne, 63-4, 139-42; Anne, the 
younger, 64, 139, 140, 142; Charles, 61; 
Elizabeth, 64, 139. 

Moseley, Humphrey, a paper on, by J. C. Reed, 
57 seqq.; as author, 68 seqq.; books 
published by, 104-18, 132-3; his prefaces, 
73 seqq.; his will, 139-42. 

Moseley, Mary, 64, 139 ; Thomas, 61, 140, 142. 

Myres, Professor J. L., paper on New College 
Library, 210. 


Nashe, Thomas, his proof-reading, 12. 

Nelson, William, his dbridgment, 270, 291. 

New College Library, a paper by Professor J. L. 
Myres, 210. 

Newspapers, circulation of, 56. 

Nichol Smith, Professor D., talk on The circula- 
tion of newspapers in the eighteenth century, 
56; mentioned, 204, 221. 

Nova Scotia, University of, 147. 

Nutt, George, and his brother, 236-8, 253-69. 


Okes, Nicholas, 62. 

Oman, Sir Charles, 202. 
Onions, C, T., 222. 
Orcheyerd, William, 145. 
Oriel College Library, 203. 
Osborne, bookseller, 240, 276. 
Osborne, John, 63. 

Osborne, William, 63. 

Osler, Lady, 1, 55. 

Osler Library, 1. 
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‘ Overseeing’ as a technical term in printing, 
5, 6. 

Oxford, University of, 244. 

Oxford Bibliographical Society, constitution, v, 
vi; list of members, vii-xii; proceedings, 
I-4, 55-6, 207-26; new resolutions, 3; 
exhibition of members’ books, 211 seqq.; 
addenda and corrigenda to vol. ii, 342. 

Oxford College libraries, 144, 201-5. 

Oxford Press, the, in 1638, 14. 


Page, William, 263. 

Palsgrave, John, the printing of his Lesclarcisse- 
ment de la lange Francoys, 16. 

Paper, making and supply of, 236, 253, 254, 256, 
260, 263, 269, 307, 309. 

Parker, Matthew, archbishop, 229, 

Parnassus, The Return from, 6, 

Patentees, 235 seqq., 254-5, 257, 259, 262, 264, 
266, 286, 288-9, 317-20. 

Payne, Thomas, 282. 

Peacock, Miss N., 228. 

Peacock, Thomas Love, 212. 

Peirce, Mr., 243, 302. 

Pember, F. W., Warden of All Souls, 207, 222. 

Penton, Henry, 63, 141-2. 

Penton, Stephen, 63. 

Petersdorff, C, E., his dbridgment, 252. 

Phelps, Edward, 228. 

Philipot, John, Catalogue of Knights, preface to, 
102-3, 

Philips, John, 212. 

Phillips, John, 54. 

Piracy, 241 S€qq., 297, 299, 303, 306, 320-5. 

Pirckheimer, B., 224. 

Playhouse MSS., 3. 

Plays, copyright in, 68. 

Plimpton, George Arthur, paper on The education 

of Shakespeare, 211. 

Plomer, H. R., 62. 

Plowden, Edmund, 271. 

Pococke, Edward, 146. 

Pole, G., 307. 

Pollard, Alfred, 5. 

Poole, A. L., paper on St. John’s College Library, 
3, 43 mentioned, 209, 

Pope, Alexander, 222, 224. 

Powell, L. F., 208, 223. 

Press, attendance at the, 9 seqq., 237, 262, 289. 

Printing, rate of, 16, 25-8, 237, 256, 259. 

Proof-reading, 5-24, 255, 259, 260, 263, 267-9. 

Proof-reading by English Authors of the Sixteenth 
and Seventeenth Centuries, article by Percy 
Simpson, 5-24. 

Public Advertiser, 56. 

Publishers’ devices, 118. 

Puttenham, Art of English Poesy, 23. 


Radcliffe Library, visit to, 55. 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, Judicious essays, preface to, 
83-4. 

Raleigh, Professor Sir Walter, 204. 


Ravis, Christian, 146. 

Reason, J., 310, 314. 

Reason, William, 282-3, 309. 

Red Bull playhouse, 68. 

Reed, John Curtis, Humphrey Moseley, publisher, 
57 seqq. 

Revises in early printing, 9, 10. 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, 222. 

Reynolds, Sir Thomas, 276, 

Rhenanus, Beatus, 224. 

Rhodes, Mr., 68. 

Richardson, Samuel, The Case of, 320-53; 242. 

Roberts, A. A., 24. 

Robertson, Sir Charles Grant, 203. 

Robins, Mr. 301. 

Robinson, Humphrey, 67. 

Rolle, Henry, baron, Abridgment, 235, 248-50, 
271, 280, 289, 294, 317-20. 

Roussillon, C., letter, 263 ; mentioned, 236, 253. 

Rudler, Professor F., 223. 

Rushall, 145. 


St. Frideswide’s Fair, 146. 
St. Gregory’s Church, 64, 139-41. 
St, Jobn’s College Library, paper by A. L. Poole, 
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Sanderson, Robert, De Juramento, preface to, 98; 
Walton’s life of, 338 seqq. 

Savoy, The, 237. 

Scot, Reynold, the printing of his Perfite plat- 
Sorme of a Hoppe Garden, 11. 

Scudery, Madeleine de, Artamenes, prefaces to, 
93-6. 

Segar, R., 149. 

Selden, John, 2or. 

Sellers, H., Bibliography of Samuel Daniel, 29 
S€qq., 341-25 59. 

Sewell, Mr., 230. 

Shakespeare, Education of, paper by G. A. 
Plimpton, 2rr. 

Shakespeare, William, Henry VI, 1-3; the first 
Folio, Heminge and Condell’s preface, 5. 

Sheppard, William, Abridgment, 270. 

Shirley, James, 67. 

Short, John, 278, 

Simpson, Percy, article by, Proofreading by 
English Authors of the Sixteenth and Seven- 
teenth Centuries, 5-24; mentioned, 30, 59, 
204-5, 224. 

Sisam, Kenneth, 224. 

Skinner, serjeant, 281, 285. 

Smith, bookseller, 279, 281, 308. 

Society for Promoting Learning, 288. 

South, Robert, 290. 

Spanish incunabula, 219-20. 

Sparke, Michael, his Scintilla, 233. 

Sparke, Robert, 63 ; Thomas, 63. 

Sparrow, John, 224. 

Spectator, The, 56. 

Speed, John, the proof-reading of his History of 
Great Britaine, 24. 

Stagg, bookseller, 273-5. 

Star Chamber decrees, 233. 
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Statham, Nich., 4bridgment, 249. 

Stationers’ Company, 59, 61-4, 67-8, 118 seqq., 
133 S€Qq., 141, 232-4, 239, 317-20. 

Statutes, abridgments of, 246, 

Staunforde, Sir William, 293-4. 

Steward, R., Catholique Divinity, preface to, 99. 

Strahan, George, letters, 253, 258, 260, 262-4, 
266-8, 277; mentioned, 236, 254, 257-60, 
263-5, 267-8, 274-8, 282. 

Subscription, publishing by, 239 seqq., 273; 
276-83, 297, 306-9. 

Suckling, Sir John, Fragmenta Aurea, preface to, 
76-7; to Last Remains, 100-1. 

Sun Fire Office, 269. 


T., Jack, letters, 298-9; mentioned, 242-3, 298. 
Tatler, The, 56. 

Taylorian Library, 208. 
Temple, The, 240. 

Thay, Mr., 145. 

Thomas, E. C., 203. 

Thomas, Miss G. Lloyd, 224. 
Thorn-Drury, G., 59. 
Throckmorton, Sir Arthur, 147. 
Tod, M.N., 208. 

Turner, Professor C. H., 224. 


Type, 309. 


University Commission (1850), 201-3. 

Up Mills, 236, 263. 

Urquhart, Sir Thomas, the printing of his 
Epigrams, 15; of his Discovery of A most 
exquisite Jeuel, 16,17. 


Vaughan, Henry, Olor Iscanus, preface to, 89; 71. 
Vincent, Augustine, his attack on Ralph Brooke, 


9. 

Viner, Charles, senior, 229. 

Viner, Charles, article on the printing and pub- 
lication of his Abridgment of Law, 227 seqq. ; 
his letters, prefaces, and advertisements, 
254-5, 257-8, 270-2, 285-97, 299, 300, 
304-6; printing, &c., of the Abridgment, 253 
seqq.; binding of, 276-8, 280, 300, 309; 
collation of Abridgment, 311-16. 


‘Viner, Philo’, letter, 297-8. 
Viner, Raleigh, 229. 
Vinerian Chair of English Law, 244. 


Waller, bookseller, 256, 275. 

Waller, Edmund, preface to Poems, 76; 213. 

Walpole, Horace, 215, 229. 

‘Walthoe, John, 235, 256, 266, 275. 

Walton, Izaak, bibliography of his Lives by 
J. E. Butt, 327-40. 

Ware, Richard, letter, 307. 

Warner, John, bishop of Rochester, 147. 

Watermarks, 236, 253, 316. 

Waterson, Simon, 54. 

Waynflete, William of, 145. 

Webb, Berington, 63. 

Webb, Charles, 63. 

Weekes, Oliver, 229. 

Wesley, John, 213. 

Westminster Hall, 240, 273, 285. 

Wheeler, G. A., 245. 

Wheeler, G. W., article on the printing of the 
Bodleian catalogue in 1604-5, 25-8. 

Whitgift, John, archbishop, 7, 20. 

Wilbraham, Mr., 243-4, 302-5. 

Wilkinson, C. H., 209, 225. 

Wilmot, John, Earl of Rochester, 213. 

Wilson, F. P., paper on Playhouse MSS. and 
private transcripts, 335 30. 

Winstedt, E. O., 144. 

Wood, Anthony a, the printing of the Athenae 
Oxonienses, 14, 15. 

Woodward, bookseller, 279. 

Worrall, J., 240-1, 244, 272-6, 283, 297. 

Wotton, Sir Henry, Walton’s life of, 329 seqq. 

Wright, Aldis, 5, 15. 


Ximenes de Cisneros, cardinal, 220, 


Year-Books, 247 seqq. 

York, Thomas, 240, 272-4, 276, 278-9, 283. 

Young, Bartholomew, the printing of his Diana 
of George of Montemayor, 12, 23. 
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